
By Mr. Conway of Malden, petition of Richard E. McLaughlin
(Secretary of Public Safety) and James S. Conway for legislation to
establish a medical advisory board for the Registry of Motor
Vehicles. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act to establish a medical advisory board for the
REGISTRY OF MOTOR VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 adding after section 8B thereof, the following section:
3 Section BC. For the purpose of enabling the registrar prop-
-4 erly to perform the duties imposed upon him relative to the
5 licensing of persons to operate motor vehicles, the registrar
6 may in consultation with the commissioner of public health
7 appoint a medical advisory board consisting of qualified doc-
-8 tors of medicine licensed to practice within the commonwealth,
9 not to exceed fifteen in number, not including the commis-

-10 sioner of public health or his designee, who shall serve as
11 chairman of the said board. The members of the said board

except the commissioner of public health, shall serve at the
J 3 pleasure of the registrar. The registrar may refer to said board
14 for advisory opinions on standards of fitness for applicants for
15 learner’s permits or licenses to operate motor vehicles, and, in
16 addition, for advisory opinions on the applications of persons
17 who apply for learners permits or licenses to operate motor
18 vehicles or whose right to operate has been suspended or
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19 revoked, or whenever the registrar has reason to believe that
20 the operation of a motor vehicle by such persons upon any
21 way or in any place to which members of the public have
22 access as invitees or licensees would be inimical to the safety
23 and the welfare of the public because of physical or mental
24 disability. The board shall meet at the call of the commissioner
25 of public health at such times and places as he may select, but
26 he shall convene the board at the request of the registrar. The
27 commissioner of public health shall provide such facilities as hif?
28 may determine to be necessary or appropriate to the board’s
29 function. Each member of the board shall receive as compensa-
-30 tion for his service thereon a sum not to exceed thirty-five
31 dollars for each meeting he attends.
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