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By Messrs. Adams of Westfield and McGinn of Westfield, peti
tion of James A. Adams and Robert J. McGinn for legislation tc
provide for certain notices to property owners affected by pro
posed changes in local zoning laws. Urban Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two

An Act providing for certain notice to property owners
AFFECTED BY PROPOSED CHANGES IN LOCAL ZONING LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 40A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 6, as most recently amended by chapter
3 194 of the acts of 1968, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 6. Zoning ordinances or by-laws may be adopted and
6 from time to time be changed by amendment, addition or
7 repeal, but only in the manner hereinafter provided. No zoning
8 ordinance or by-law originally establishing the boundaries of
9 the districts or the regulations and restrictions to be enforced

10 therein, and no such ordinance or by-law changing the same as
11 aforesaid, shall be adopted until after the planning board, if
12 any, or, in a town having no such board, the board of select-
-13 men, has held a public hearing thereon, first causing notice of

I 4 the time and place of such hearing and of the subject matter,
1 5 sufficient for identification, to be published in a newspaper of
16 general circulation in the city or town once in each of two
17 successive weeks, the first publication being not less than four-
-18 teen days before the day of such hearing or if there is no such
19 newspaper in such city or town then by posting such notice in
20 a conspicuous place in the city or town hall for a period of not
21 less than fourteen days before the day of such hearing, and has
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22 sent notice by mail, postage prepaid, to owners of all property
23 deemed by the board to be affected thereby, as they appear in
24 the most recent local tax list, within such period, and has
25 submitted a final report with recommendations to the city
26 council or town meeting, or until twenty days shall have
27 elapsed after such hearing without the submission of such
28 report; provided, that, in case of a proposed ordinance or
29 by-law originally establishing the boundaries of the districts or*,

30 the regulations and restrictions to be enforced therein, it shal*
31 be sufficient if a public hearing is held and a final report with
32 recommendations is submitted by a zoning board appointed for
33 the purpose by the city council or selectmen or twenty days
34 elapse after such hearing without such report being submitted.
35 Said public hearing shall be held within sixty days after the
36 proposed zoning ordinances or by-laws are submitted to the
37 planning board by the city council or selectmen. In a city no
38 such ordinance as proposed to be originally established or
39 changed as aforesaid shall be adopted until after the city
40 council or a committee designated or appointed for the pur-
-41 pose by it has held a public hearing thereon, at which all
42 interested persons shall be given an opportunity to be heard.
43 Notice of the time and place of such hearing before the city
44 council or committee thereof and of the subject matter, suffi-
-45 dent for identification, shall be published in a newspaper of
46 general circulation in the city once in each of two successive
47 weeks, the first publication to be not less than fourteen days
48 before the day of the hearing or if there is no such newspaper
49 in such city then by posting such notice in a conspicuous place
50 in the city hall for a period of not less than fourteen days
51 before the day of such hearing, and shall send such notice by
52 mail, postage prepaid, to owners of all property deemed by the
53 council or committee affected thereby, as they appear on the
54 most recent local tax list, within such period. After sue..*
55 notice, hearings and report, or lapse of time without report, a
56 city council or town meeting may adopt, reject, or amend and
57 adopt any such proposed ordinance or by-law. 11 a city council
58 fails to take final action thereon within ninety days after its
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59 hearing, it shall not act thereon until after it holds a sub-
-60 sequent hearing advertised as above provided. No provision of a
61 zoning ordinance or by-law shall be valid which sets apart
62 zoning districts or zones by establishing between them a
63 boundary line which may subsequently be changed without the
64 adoption of an amendment to a zoning ordinance or by-law so
65 changing such line.
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