
HOUSE No. 2521
By Mr. Melia of Boston, petition of Edmund L. McNamara and

John F Melia for an amendment to the law relative to disorderly
conduct. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

1 SECTION 1. Purpose. It is desirable to codify the decision
2 in Commonwealth v. Chartrand, 353 Mass. 287, 302-304, by
3 striking “idle and disorderly” in General Laws chapter 272,
4 section 53, and inserting the much more understandable phrase
5 “disorderly conduct”. In the same section it is desirable to add
6 a provision which would enable the police to arrest and prose-
-7 cute frequenters of prostitutes (both male and female). This
8 proposed statute follows the form of chapter 29, section 57 of
9 the city ordinances. The provision in ordinance form has

10 proven unsatisfactory, as the courts refuse to enforce it.

1 SECTION 2. Section 53 of chapter 272 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 304 of the acts of
3 1959, is hereby amended by striking out the said section and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section;
5 Stubborn children, runaways, common night walkers, both
6 male and female, common railers and brawlers, persons who
7 with offensive and disorderly act or language accost or annoy
8 persons of the opposite sex, lewd, wanton and lascivious per-
-9 sons in speech or behavior, prostitutes, persons who in a street

10 solicit another person to engage in an unlawful sexual act,
11 disturbers of the peace, keepers of noisy and disorderly houses,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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persons guilty of disorderly conduct, and persons guilty of
indecent exposure may be punished by imprisonment in a jail
or house of correction for not more than six months, or by a
tine of not more than two hundred dollars, or by both such
fine and imprisonment.
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