
HOUSE No. 2705
By Mr. Craven of Boston, petition of James J. Craven, Jr.,

relative to the responsibility for parking violations by operators of
leased motor vehicles under the so-called “drive-it-yourself ’ system.
Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two,

An Act relative to the responsibility for certain parking

VIOLATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 20A and section 20C of chapter 90 of the General
2 Laws are hereby amended by the addition of a new paragraph
3 to be inserted after the third paragraph of said section 20A and
4 after the sixth paragraph of said section 20C to provide as
5 follows: Notwithstanding the prior provisions of this section,
6 if the registered owner of a motor vehicle involved in a parking
7 violation covered by this section is a person or entity engaged
8 in the business of leasing motor vehicles under the so-called
9 “drive-it-yourself’ system, or any similar system, wherein the

10 amount of the rental is determinable in whole or in part by the
H distance such motor vehicle travels (herein called the “lessor”)
12 such motor vehicle was under lease at the time of such vio-
-13 lation (the individual executing the rental agreement covering

such motor vehicle being herein called the “lessee”), and the
15 lessee has not paid the appropriate fine, the lessor shall not be
16 liable, except to the extent hereafter provided, under this
17 section for any such parking violation if the lessor shall on or
18 prior to the return date of any summons received by the lessor
19 on account of such parking violation, furnish to the clerk of
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20 the court issuing such summons (i) proof that the lessor has
21 mailed to the lessee by registered mail return receipt requested
22 addressed to the address of the lessee as shown on the rental
23 agreement a copy of such summons together with a statement
24 of the liability of the lessee for parking violations pursuant to
25 this section and (ii) a true copy of the rental agreement
26 executed by the lessee stating the name and address of the
27 lessee and the state or other Jurisdiction granting lessee
28 license or permit to operate motor vehicles, which rental agree"
29 ment shall state that failure of a lessee to promptly pay
30 parking fines may result in suspension of such lessee’s right or
3 1 license to operate motor vehicles in this commonwealth. If the
32 lessee fails to appear in accordance with such summons or pay
33 the appropriate fine, the clerk of the court issuing such sum-
-34 mons shall notify the lessor and the registrar of the failure of
35 the lessee to appear or pay such fine and upon such notifica-
-36 tion the registrar shall suspend the right or license or permit of
37 the lessee to operate motor vehicles in this commonwealth.
38 With respect to a lessee who exhibits to a lessor a permit or
39 license to operate motor vehicles issued by any state or juris-
-40 diction other than this commonwealth (herein called a “non-
-41 resident lessee”) the lessor shall within forty-five days of
42 receipt of notification of the failure of such non-resident lessee
43 to appear or pay the appropriate fine, pay such fine provided
44 that the non-resident lessee has not paid such fine. The
45 registrar shall not reinstate the right of a non-resident lessee to
46 operate motor vehicles in this commonwealth until after notice
47 from the lessor that the non-resident lessee has reimbursed the
48 lessor for any payment made by the lessor pursuant to this
49 section. It shall be the duty of the lessor being reimbursed for
50 payment of such fine to notify the registrar forthwith that
51 reimbursement for the payment of such fine has been made.


