
HOUSE 3244

By Mr. O’Brien of Fall River (by request), petition of Robert
Gladwin for legislation relative to assistance provided by the Com-
monwealth. Social Welfare.

ft
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act relative to assistance by the commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 21 of chapter 117 as added by chapter 908 of the
2 statutes of 1971 is hereby amended by striking out section 21
3of said chapter 117 and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 21. It being the policy of this commonwealth that
6 no person in need of necessary hospital care shall be deprived
7 of the same pending a determination of his ability to afford
8 the expense of such care of the responsibility of the common-
-9 wealth to furnish the same under a program of public assis-

-10 tance of this chapter, the commonwealth shall be immediately
11 liable in the amount established by rate setting commission
12 under sections 30K-30P inclusive of chapter 7 for the expense
13 of hospital care necessarily incurred under this section for a
14 person in need of public assistance upon notice in writing from
15 a hospital to the commissioner of public welfare. The common-

'll wealth shall likewise be liable for hospitalization under this
17 section for a retroactive period of thirty days prior to notice
18 from the hospital.
19 The department of public welfare upon receipt of notice
20 from a hospital to the commissioner shall forthwith investigate
21 all of the circumstances including the person’s need for public
22 assistance, hospital care and eligibility for medical assistance
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23 under chapter 118 E and shall advise a hospital of its determina-
-24 tion of the person’s eligibility for assistance under this section
25 or medical assistance under chapter 118 E within sixty days of
26 the date of receipt of notice from a hospital, setting forth, in
27 writing, the facts and the reasons for any said determination.
28 Notice by a hospital to the commissioner shall contain infor-
-29 mation regarding the patients name, address, admission, condi-
-30 tion, diagnosis and financial and family history as may b
31 reasonably obtained from the patient. The department shall
32 cause an employee to visit said patient or the patient’s family
33 within sixty days of the date of receipt of a notice. Any
34 hospital seeking reimbursement under this section as a condi-
-35 tion thereof shall make its books and records in regard to a
36 patient available for inspection to the department and any
37 hospital shall upon the request of the department initiate an
38 application on behalf of such patient for medical assistance
39 under chapter one hundred eighteen E.
40 It is the declared policy of the commonwealth that if a
41 hospital acts reasonably upon the appearance of financial need
42 of such a patient or the patient does not have assets readily
43 available for the payment of his hospital care when due, then
44 the commonwealth shall reimburse the hospital and the depart-
-45 ment shall take such action as is necessary to obtain reimburse-
-46 ment for the expense of such hospital care from the patient or
47 others responsible under the provisions of this chapter.
48 The commonwealth shall not be liable for a person who is
49 not a resident and who entered the commonwealth for the
50 express purpose of receiving such hospital care except where
51 the care necessary for the person is not reasonably available in
52 such persons’ area of residence.
53 Any controversy over the right of a hospital to be
54 reimbursed shall be determined as provided in chapter two
55 hundred and fifty-eight.


