
Volume 17, Number 3            December 2010 

   

 
 

 

Westwood Company and Comptroller Plead Guilty to Workers’ Compensation Fraud 
Westwood— In Suffolk Superior Court on November 10, 2010, Albert Todesca, on behalf of his company To-
desca Equipment Corporation, pled guilty to three counts of workers’ compensation fraud.  The corporation 
was sentenced to five years probation and ordered to pay $200,000 in restitution to Travelers Insurance Com-
pany.  Harold Kane pled guilty to three counts of workers’ compensation fraud and was sentenced to one year 
probation.  Todesca Equipment Corporation and its comptroller, Harold Kane, engaged in a $2.3 million hidden 
payroll scheme defrauding Travelers Insurance Company of more than $175,000 in workers’ compensation pre-
miums between October 2004 and October 2006.  The president of Todesca Equipment, Albert Todesca, was also 
president of two sister companies, R&A Excavating Company, Inc. and Angelo Todesca Corporation.  Investiga-
tion revealed that workers’ compensation policy coverage was only obtained for the employees of Todesca 
Equipment.  When an employee of R&A Excavating was injured while working at a job site on November 18, 
2005, the claim was made under the Todesca Equipment Corporation workers’ compensation policy.  The in-
jured employee, when questioned by Travelers, stated that he worked for R&A Excavating for 40 years.  An in-
vestigation commenced and revealed that a second employee injured on the job with R&A Excavating was also 
claimed under the Todesca Equipment workers’ compensation policy.  Todesca Equipment Corporation and 
Kane, comptroller of the three companies, intentionally hid payroll totaling more than $2.3 million paid out by 
the two sister companies to evade more than $175,000 in workers’ compensation premium payments.  The case 
was prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Glenn Cunha, Managing Attorney in Attorney General Martha 
Coakley’s Criminal Bureau.   
 

Case Update – Worcester Company & Owner Convicted of Wage Law Violations, Insurance  
Fraud and Tax Fraud 
Worcester - Tam Vuong and his now defunct company Labor Solutions, Inc. pled guilty on August 19, 2010 to 
a total of 65 counts of violating the Massachusetts wage and hour laws, and committing insurance and tax fraud. 
Vuong was placed on probation for five years and ordered to pay $500,000 restitution.  The Governor’s Joint En-
forcement Task Force on the Underground Economy and Employee Misclassification received complaints alleg-
ing that Labor Solutions was violating the Massachusetts wage and hour laws, including failing to pay the man-
datory minimum wage.  Investigators discovered that a substantial number of employees, all of whom were 
paid in cash, were not paid the statutory minimum wage or overtime rates in accordance with Massachusetts 
law for the period of September 2007 to September 2009.  Investigation revealed that Labor Solutions operated 
mainly on a cash basis and, from 2004 through 2008, the company collected over $20 million by providing tem-
porary employees to client companies, while paying out approximately $11 million in cash wages.  Hundreds of 
workers were affected by Labor Solution’s illegal practices.  The company failed to disclose this $11 million cash 
payroll to its workers’ compensation carrier, Travelers Insurance Company, as well as to the Massachusetts De-
partment of Revenue for purposes of unemployment insurance contributions and corporate excise tax filings.  
The company also never filed a corporate tax return while it was incorporated for the years of 2002 through 

2007.  The estimated loss to the Commonwealth as 
a result of the unemployment insurance fraud was 
estimated at over $655,000.  The loss to Travelers 
Insurance Company was estimated to be at least 
$509,000 in unpaid insurance premiums. The case 
was prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General 
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Matthew Shea of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Criminal Bureau and 
Assistant Attorney General Kate J. Fitzpatrick of the AG’s Fair Labor Divi-
sion.  The case was investigated by the Attorney General’s Office, the Divi-
sion of Unemployment Assistance/EOLWD, the Department of Revenue 
and the IFB. 
 

Lowell Couple Plead Guilty in Under-the-Table Payroll Scheme 
Lowell – On September 16, 2010 Jennifer Mileski and her common-law hus-
band Kinh Dinh Do each pled guilty to a three count criminal information 
charging them with conspiracy, assisting in the preparation of false tax re-
turns and mail fraud.  They are scheduled to be sentenced on December 20, 
2010.  The pair defrauded the Internal Revenue Service and Travelers Insur-
ance Company by concealing millions of dollars of wages they paid to em-
ployees of their temporary employment agency, C&A Associates, that sup-
plied workers to a graphics company to perform manual labor. The couple 
charged their customer by the hour for each employee and was responsible 
for paying payroll taxes and workers’ compensation insurance for the em-
ployees. At any given time, the couple had from 10 and 60 employees on the 
payroll.  Mileski and Do concealed the true size of their payroll from the IRS 
and Travelers in order to reduce their employer payroll taxes (FICA) and 
their workers’ compensation insurance payments. They did this by paying 
their employees in cash and hiding any record of the payments. Even though 
C&A retained a payroll service, they routinely told the service that C&A had 
no work and therefore no employees. Relying on this misrepresentation, the 
payroll service filed over 20 quarterly payroll tax returns on behalf of C&A 
that reported no payroll. They similarly told auditors for Travelers at the end 
of every policy period that C&A had no employees, and concealed any re-
cord of the cash payroll, knowing that the fewer employees they appeared to 
have, the lower their insurance premiums would be.  Over the course of 
their six-year scheme, Mileski and Do paid out over $3.4 million in cash 
wages. In so doing, they fraudulently deprived the IRS of approximately 
$656,414 in tax payments and Travelers of approximately $77,811 in pre-
mium payments.  The case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Jona-
than F. Mitchell and Sarah Walters of the U.S. Attorney’s  Economic Crimes 
Unit.  It was investigated by the Internal Revenue Service and the IFB. 
 

South Hadley Man Indicted in Connection with Defrauding  
Insurance Company of Over $107,000 
South Hadley – On June 22, 2010 Thomas Leonard was indicted on four 
counts of workers’ compensation fraud and four counts of larceny.  Leonard, 
the owner of TLC Exterior, a roofing company, allegedly defrauded AIM 
Mutual Insurance Company of workers’ compensation premiums by mis-
classifying his workers on insurance policies.  Investigators discovered that 
during a four year period between May 2004 through May 2008, Leonard 
allegedly misclassified his workers as carpenters, instead of roofers, in order 
to avoid paying higher workers’ compensation insurance premiums.  Leo-
nard reported to AIM that he had a carpentry business and that any roofing 
was subcontracted to other businesses.  Investigation revealed that Leonard 
had employed full-time roofers since his first policy with AIM in May 2004 
and that as a result of his fraudulent activities, Leonard defrauded AIM of 
over $107,000 in workers’ compensation premiums.  The case is being prose-
cuted by Assistant Attorney General Audrey Cosgrove of the AG’s Insur-
ance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Stoneham Woman Admits to Sufficient Facts on Motor Vehicle Insurance Fraud 
Stoneham – A Stoneham woman admitted to sufficient facts on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and 
attempt to commit a crime on October 20, 2010 in Lynn District Court.  The case was continued without a find-
ing for one year.  She was ordered to pay $1,962 in restitution.  On June 1, 2006, the woman reported that she 
allegedly parked her 1997 Cadillac Catera in a mall parking lot and upon her return several hours later discov-
ered that the vehicle had been stolen.  She reported the alleged theft to Safety Insurance Company and local po-
lice.  The vehicle had already been recovered burned prior to the report of theft.  A forensic examination of the 
vehicle determined that the security features of the Cadillac were not defeated and there was no evidence of 
forced entry.  The woman eventually admitted that she knew a former boyfriend had taken the vehicle and set 
the vehicle on fire before reporting the alleged theft.  The case was prosecuted by Essex County Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Susan Dohlan. 
 

Cohasset Man Allegedly Insures Vehicle After Vandalism Takes Place 
Boston - A Cohasset man was arraigned in Boston Municipal Court on May 12, 2010 on charges of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud and larceny.  The man’s wife reported to Safety Insurance Company that on June 25, 2009 their 
2005 Mitsubishi Lancer allegedly had been vandalized while the vehicle was parked at her husband’s place of 
business.  The couple was paid approximately $8,700 on the claim.  Investigation revealed that police had been 
called to the husband’s place of business for a report of vandalism to the Mitsubishi on June 16, 2009 and on that 
date observed the vandalized vehicle.  The man added the Mitsubishi to his policy on June 17, 2009, the day af-
ter the vandalism took place, and allegedly waited until he had coverage before making the vandalism claim.  
The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Jessica Massey of the AG’s Insurance and Unem-
ployment Fraud Division. 
 

Malden Man and Woman Arraigned on Motor Vehicle Insurance Fraud Charges 
Malden – Two Malden subjects were arraigned on June 17, 2010 in Dedham District Court on motor vehicle in-
surance fraud charges.  On March 4, 2005 the Malden man was operating a vehicle owned by the woman when 
he was rear-ended in traffic.  Police responded to the accident scene but no report was filed since the impact and 
damages were minor and there were no complaints of injury.  However, the woman submitted a claim to Amica 
Mutual Insurance Company alleging injuries she sustained in the accident.  According to the operator of the 
other vehicle there were no passengers in the vehicle at the time of the accident.  Additionally, the man and 
woman were co-workers and employment records for the day of the accident indicate that the woman was at 
work at the time the accident had occurred.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Stephen 
Adams of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 

Automobile Insurance Fraud  

Case Update – Husband and Wife Duo Scam Insurers by Eating Glass 
Boston - Mary Evano aka “Mary Evans,” “Lisa Benton,” “Mary Dixon,” “Nancy Stevens,” “Lisa Moore,” “Mary 
Reed,” “Nancy Dixon,” and “Connie Hill,” pled guilty on September 28, 2010 to a 23 count indictment charging 
her with fraud and other offenses related to a fraudulent scheme in which she, along with her husband Ronald 
Evano, submitted false insurance claims that they had ingested glass found in food they had eaten at restaurants 
and grocery stores in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maryland and the District of Columbia.  Evano, who had 
been a fugitive until her apprehension earlier this year, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy and multiple counts 
of mail fraud, wire fraud, identity fraud, social security fraud and false statements on health care matters.  Sen-
tencing is scheduled for December 21, 2010.  The Evanos, from at least August 1997 through June 2005, engaged 
in an insurance fraud scheme in which they falsely claimed that various hotels, restaurants and supermarkets 
had served them food with glass particles. Although in some instances the Evanos may have actually ingested 
glass particles, those glass particles did not come from food served by the restaurants, hotels and supermarkets. 
Rather, the Evanos intentionally ingested the glass particles and then falsely claimed that the restaurants, hotels 
and supermarkets had caused the particles to be in food that they were served. In connection with their scheme, 
the Evanos submitted their various glass ingestion claims under a variety of identities, using false identification 
and false social security number information. Through their fraudulent scheme, the Evanos obtained in excess of 
$200,000 and incurred over $100,000 in medical bills, which are unpaid to date.  In 2007 Ronald Evano pled 
guilty and was sentenced to 63 months imprisonment. The case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and the IFB and is being prosecuted by First Assistant U.S. Attorney Jack W. Pirozzolo in the Office of 
United States Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz. 

Commercial Lines Insurance Fraud  
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights  
Boston CIFI 
 

A Mattapan man and a Roxbury woman were charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to com-
mit a crime on July 16, 2010 in West Roxbury District Court.  On October 23, 2007, the man reported to Liberty 
Mutual Insurance Company that while operating his 1994 Toyota Camry he was involved in a motor vehicle 
accident.  The woman claimed to be an alleged injured passenger in the accident, filed a personal injury claim, 
and incurred more than $3,500 in medical treatments for her alleged injuries.  The pair allegedly admitted that 
the woman was not in the Toyota at the time of the accident.   
 

A charge of false report of a crime against a Lowell woman was continued without a finding for two years on 
August 19, 2010 in Boston Municipal Court.  The woman reported the December 28, 2007 alleged theft of her 
2001 BMW to Commerce Insurance Company and police.  The BMW, along with other reported stolen vehicles, 
was recovered by police at a garage that was used to repair and sell used vehicles.  Police found the key to the 
BMW in the vehicle upon recovery.  The woman admitted that she left her keys in the vehicle and paid someone 
to get rid of the BMW for her.   
 

A former Roxbury man was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a 
crime on August 4, 2010 in Boston Municipal Court.  The man reported to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company a 
November 14, 2005 motor vehicle accident and claimed his 1997 Cadillac Seville STS allegedly sustained major 
damage to the front end from the accident.  At the time of the claim report, the man stated that the Cadillac was 
in good condition and had no pre-existing damage.  A forensic examination of the Cadillac determined that the 
vehicle had heavy front end damage that was not related to the November 2005 accident.  The man allegedly 
admitted that the vehicle did have pre-existing damage and he enhanced the claim report.   
 

The Boston task force is assisted by Boston Police Det. Steven Blair.  Community Insurance Fraud Initiative (CIFI) cases 
are prosecuted by the Offices of Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel F. Conley and Attorney General Martha Coak-
ley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 
Brockton CIFI 
 

A Brockton man admitted to sufficient facts on September 13, 2010 to charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud 
and attempt to commit a crime.  His case was continued without a finding for one year.  A Brockton woman ad-

(Continued on page 5) 

Workers’ Compensation Insurance Fraud  

Westfield Man Allegedly Fraudulently Collects Workers’ Compensation Benefits 
Westfield – A Westfield man was arraigned on workers’ compensation fraud and larceny charges on June 16, 
2010 in Quincy District Court.  On February 6, 2008, the man claimed that he allegedly injured his knee while he 
was employed as an electrical apprentice.  As a result of his claim, the man began collecting workers’ compensa-
tion benefits from Arbella Mutual Insurance Company.  During the time of alleged disability, a work check was 
conducted and showed that the man was working at a construction site in the capacity of a union carpenter.  He 
allegedly earned more than $10,900 in gross pay between September 22, 2008 and November 14, 2008 while he 
continued to collect workers’ compensation benefits.   The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Michael Walsh of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Case Update - Middleboro Groundskeeper Alleges Injury While Working 
Middleboro – On July 9, 2010 a Middleboro man admitted to sufficient facts in Wareham District Court on 
charges of workers’ compensation fraud and larceny.  The charges were continued without a finding for one 
year.  He was ordered to pay $5,015 in restitution.  The man was employed as a groundskeeper at a golf course 
on June 6, 2006 when he reported that he was allegedly injured on the job and broke three bones in his right foot.  
He treated for his injuries and filed and collected workers’ compensation benefits from his employer’s insurance 
carrier, Utica Mutual Insurance Company.  Utica Mutual later received an anonymous tip that the man was not 
injured at work as reported.  The man admitted to investigators that his injury was not work-related and that he 
had lied in order to obtain medical and lost wage benefits.  The case was prosecuted by Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Marina Moriarty of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

mitted to sufficient facts on a charge of conspiracy and her case was continued without a finding for three 
months.  The man reported to MetLife Auto & Home and police the alleged theft of his 2002 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee.  He stated that there were no keys in the vehicle, the doors were locked and the vehicle was alarmed at the 
time of the alleged theft.  Although the pair claimed to be together at the time of the theft, cell phone records 
indicated that there were several phone calls between them during the time they were supposedly together.  The 
man provided other inconsistent statements regarding the circumstances of the alleged theft.   
 

On August 5, 2010 a Brockton man admitted to sufficient facts on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and 
attempt to commit a crime.  His case was continued without a finding for one year.  The man reported to Ply-
mouth Rock Assurance Corporation that on October 30, 2007 his 2003 Mercedes C230 was allegedly hit-while-
parked in a mall parking lot and that the entire right side of the passenger side was damaged.  An expert vehicle 
analysis concluded the damage to the Mercedes was consistent with a forward-moving sideswipe contact and 
that the vehicle was in motion at the time the damage was sustained.  The man admitted that he was operating 
the Mercedes when he side-swiped a tractor trailer truck and sustained the damages to the vehicle.   
 

The Brockton task force is assisted by Brockton Police Det. John Lonergan.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Ply-
mouth County District Attorney Timothy Cruz. 
 
Chelsea CIFI 
 

A Lynn man was arraigned on October 7, 2010 on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to com-
mit a crime.  The man reported to Safety Insurance Company that his 2007 Dodge Magnum was allegedly 
parked and unattended when it was struck by an unknown vehicle on September 6, 2008.  A damage analysis of 
the Dodge concluded that the vehicle was in motion when it collided with a fixed object.  The man allegedly ad-
mitted making a false claim after backing into a cement pole that caused the damages to the Dodge.   
 

On August 19, 2010 a Chelsea woman was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to 
commit a crime.  On August 13, 2009 the woman reported to Travelers of Massachusetts that her 2000 Chevrolet 
Silverado was parked and allegedly struck by an unknown vehicle. An accident reconstruction determined that 
the Silverado was in motion when it struck a solid fixed object which caused the claimed damage.   
 

The Chelsea task force is assisted by Chelsea Police Officer Roger DiGaetano.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney John Lacey. 
 
Lawrence CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued against a Lawrence man on October 13, 2010 on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The man reported to OneBeacon Insurance Company the alleged theft of 
his 1998 Audi A4 from in front of his girlfriend’s home on April 8, 2006.  At the time of the alleged theft the man 
stated he was in possession of all keys to the vehicle.  The vehicle was recovered with collision damage but there 
was no apparent forced entry and the ignition was in tack.  A forensic examination of the Audi determined that 
the vehicle could not have been operated without the proper key.  The man allegedly admitted that he had been 
in an auto accident but did not report it because he allegedly had been drinking at the time.   
 

On May 10, 2010 a Lawrence man pled guilty to motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and 
conspiracy.  He was sentenced to serve six months in the House of Correction.  Another subject reported that 
while driving his 1994 Honda Accord on June 23, 2003 he was hit from behind and pushed into a concrete wall 
by a 1992 Honda Accord.  The Lawrence man was listed as a passenger in the 1994 Honda at the time of the acci-
dent.  The operators of the two vehicles as well as their passengers all reported alleged injuries sustained in the 
accident.  An accident reconstruction concluded the damages to both vehicles were not corroborative of a colli-
sion between the two vehicles.  Charges against the other five subjects in the case were previously continued 
without a finding.  Amica Mutual and Arbella Mutual Insurance Companies insured the vehicles. 
 

The Lawrence task force is assisted by detectives from the Lawrence Police Department.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Essex 
County Assistant District Attorneys James Gubitose, Greg Friedholm and Michelle Defeo and Assistant Attorney General 
William Freeman of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

Lynn CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued against a Winthrop man on August 15, 2010 on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The man reported the alleged July 31, 2009 theft of his 1996 Chevrolet 
Cheyenne 3500 dump truck from in front of his home to police and Hanover Insurance Company.  He stated at 
the time of the alleged theft that he had in his possession the only key to the truck.  The vehicle was recovered 
the next day. A forensics examination of the truck determined that the security features were uncompromised 
and that the vehicle could not have been operated without the proper key.   
 

The Lynn task force is assisted by Lynn Police Officer Robert LeBlanc.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Essex County Assis-
tant District Attorney Susan Dohlan.   
 
New Bedford/Fall River CIFI 
 

A Quincy man pled guilty in Fall River District Court on July 9, 2010 to charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  He was placed on probation for one year.  On May 10, 2007 the man re-
ported to MetLife Auto & Home that he was sitting in his 1995 Lincoln Continental when another vehicle 
backed into the front of the Lincoln.  He reported that he sustained alleged injuries as a result of the accident but 
the operator of the other vehicle and a witness stated that no one was in the Lincoln at the time of the impact.   
 

The case against a Fall River man was continued without a finding for two years on August 11, 2010 on charges 
of motor vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy.  The driver’s door of a parked 1988 Chevy Monte Carlo was 
struck by a 1994 Toyota on October 31, 2003.  The operator of the Chevy reported that he was standing beside 
his vehicle when he saw the Toyota coming toward him.  In avoiding the vehicle he jumped out of the way but 
was struck in the thigh by the Toyota.  The Fall River man was a jump-in passenger in the Toyota who reported 
and treated for alleged injuries sustained from the impact.  The persons in the Chevy and a responding police 
officer all stated that there was only one person in the Toyota at the time of the incident.   Three other subjects in 
the case are in default.  Liberty Mutual and Encompass Insurance Companies insured the vehicles. 
 

On June 24, 2010 a New Bedford man and woman admitted to sufficient facts on charges of motor vehicle insur-
ance fraud, conspiracy and false report of a crime.  Their cases were continued without a finding for one year.  
The pair stated they parked their 1998 Volvo S70 GLT in front of their home on November 17, 2005.  The follow-
ing day police notified them that the Volvo had been recovered and had been burned.  When reporting the al-
leged theft to MetLife Auto & Home they stated the Volvo was in good working condition and that they were in 
possession of the only keys.  A forensic analysis of the vehicle determined that there was no evidence of forced 
entry, the correct key was needed to drive the Volvo and the engine had pre-existing mechanical problems.   
 

The New Bedford/Fall River task force is assisted by New Bedford Police Dets. Bill Westgate, Paul Demers, Greg Sirois and 
Shane Reul and Fall River Police Lt. Paul Bernier.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Bristol County District At-
torney C. Samuel Sutter.  
 
Randolph CIFI 
 

On October 13, 2010 complaints were issued against a Brockton man on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, burning a motor vehicle to defraud an insurer, false report of a crime and attempt to commit a crime.  Fire 
and police responded to a call on February 2, 2008 regarding a vehicle that was on fire.  At the scene the man 
reported that he was operating his 2006 Mini Cooper when he had to pull to the side of the road when the en-
gine caught fire.  A forensic examination of the vehicle determined that the engine failed and subsequently 
caught fire due to sugar poured into the engine through the oil fill opening.  The oil fill opening could only have 
been accessed by releasing the hood lever located inside the vehicle.  There were no signs of forced entry into the 
passenger compartment.  Liberty Mutual Insurance Company insured the Mini Cooper. 
 

Complaints were issued on August 20, 2010 against four individuals on motor vehicle insurance fraud charges.  
The four were allegedly involved in an October 30, 2004 staged motor vehicle accident when they claimed a 1995 
Honda Accord failed to stop at a stop sign and struck their 2001 Ford Taurus.  All four alleged injuries sustained 
in the accident.  There were numerous factual inconsistencies made regarding the accident by the four subjects. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

Additionally, an accident reconstruction concluded that the damages to the two vehicles were caused by several 
impacts and were consistent with intentionally inflicted damages and not consistent with the vehicles colliding 
at an intersection.  It was also determined that the airbags did not deploy in the accident as reported by the sub-
jects but had been cut open and pulled out.   
 

Complaints were issued on August 20, 2010 against a Sharon couple on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, conspiracy and attempt to commit a crime.  The pair reported to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company that 
their 2007 Volkswagen Rabbit had been hit-while-parked in their driveway on September 17, 2008.  An accident 
reconstruction concluded that the Volkswagen was in motion and the damage pattern on the vehicle was consis-
tent with hitting a fixed object.   
 

The Randolph task force is assisted by Randolph Police Det. Sgt. David Avery and Det. Melissa McCormack and Quincy 
Police Det. Jason MacIsaac.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Norfolk County District Attorney William R. 
Keating.  
  
Revere CIFI 
 

A Peabody man was arraigned on June 15, 2010 on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and larceny.  The 
man, owner of a now defunct Revere auto glass company, provided Safety Insurance Company an invoice for a 
replacement windshield for a client and received payment of $396.  However, the glass company allegedly never 
performed the work agreed upon.  The Safety insured reported to the insurance company that when he returned 
to the glass company to have the windshield replaced, he found the repair shop had closed.   
 

A Revere man admitted to sufficient facts on charges of insurance fraud and larceny on August 10, 2010.  The 
case was continued without a finding for one year.  The man reported the alleged theft of his 2006 Mercury Mi-
lan from in front of his home on September 5, 2008 to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company.  He stated the doors 
to the vehicle were locked and all keys accounted for.  A forensic analysis of the vehicle determined that the 
locking and ignition systems were not defeated mechanically, the transponder anti-theft system was in working 
order and that the proper key was required to operate the vehicle.  The man later admitted that he paid a friend 
to have the Mercury stolen because he was having financial difficulties.   
 

The Revere task force is assisted by Revere Police Det. Sgt. Steven Pisano.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney John Lacey. 
 
Springfield/Holyoke CIFI 
 

On October 21, 2010, complaints were issued against a New York man on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The man reported that while allegedly operating his 1999 Dodge Durango 
4x4 on an ice covered driveway on February 3, 2009, he slid into a snow bank and struck a tree.  He reported to 
Progressive Insurance Company that the front bumper, grill, hood and radiator of the Dodge were damaged in 
the accident.  Investigation revealed that the man allegedly submitted a similar claim with a previous insurer.   
Photos of the vehicle from the first claim allegedly revealed the damage was the same for both reported losses 
although the man stated that the Dodge had been repaired after the first accident.   
 

A North Adams man pled guilty to motor vehicle insurance fraud on September 1, 2010.  He was placed on pro-
bation for one year.  The man submitted a claim to his insurance carrier reporting his 2006 Toyota Scion had 
been allegedly damaged on December 5, 2009.  The man reported to GEICO that he had the vehicle in reverse 
when his sister opened the passenger door and the door hit a cement wall and was damaged.  Investigation re-
vealed that the man reported a claim for similar damage which occurred on June 15, 2009 and for which he was 
paid $476 for the damages.  The man admitted that he fraudulently submitted the second claim after changing 
insurance carriers.   
 

The Springfield/Holyoke task force is assisted by detectives of the Massachusetts State Police and area police departments.  
CIFI cases are prosecuted by Hampden County Assistant District Attorney David Jenkins.  
 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Worcester CIFI 
 

Timothy Travers admitted to sufficient facts on October 4, 2010 on two counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud.  
The case was continued without a finding for two years.  He was ordered to pay $15,000 in restitution and 
$1,000 in court costs and to perform 100 hours of community service.  Travers, owner of Timmy’s Towing, sub-
mitted false information in connection with two accident claims.  The first accident on September 24, 2007 in-
volved a Toyota Scion owned by the tow company as a service vehicle. Travers submitted a loss of use claim for 
the Scion in the amount of $33,319 which was later increased to $55,975 when the Scion’s return to service was 
delayed.  In support of the claim, a spreadsheet detailing six weeks of service calls allegedly made by the Scion 
was provided to Commerce Insurance Company.  An audit of the spreadsheet determined that the information 
provided was falsified to increase the amount of the loss claim.  The second claim involved a December 17, 2007 
collision between a company-owned tow truck and a 2006 BMW.  A claim was submitted for the cost of obtain-
ing a rental tow truck and invoices were provided in support of the claim.  Investigation revealed that the tow 
truck was not taken out of service.   
 

Shayne Royea Jr. pled guilty on August 18, 2010 to a charge of false report of a motor vehicle theft.  He was 
placed on probation for six months.  Royea reported to Amica Mutual Insurance Company that his 2004 Pontiac 
Grand Prix had been recovered burned by Connecticut police.  Royea claimed that he last saw his vehicle in his 
driveway in Oxford, MA, that he was in possession of all keys and that the vehicle was unlocked at the time of 
the alleged February 2, 2008 theft.  An expert examination of the vehicle revealed that the vehicle was equipped 
with a transponder key, the ignition lock system was in tact and the use of the correct key was needed to operate 
the vehicle.  Royea admitted to police he drove the Pontiac to Connecticut and burned the vehicle prior to mak-
ing the theft report to local police.   
 

The Worcester task force is assisted by Worcester Police Det. Scott Blakeney, Leominster Police Dets. Patrick Aubuchon 
and Thomas Cuddahy and Fitchburg Police Officer Paul McNamara.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Worcester County As-
sistant District Attorney John O’Leary. 
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