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By Mr. Olver of Amherst, petition of John W. Olver that certain
land used for agricultural purposes be exempt from taxation.
Taxation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two

An Act exempting from taxation certain land used for
AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 5 of chapter 59 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following clause:
3 Forty-fifth, Real estate used in agricultural production by a
4 person primarily engaged in farming and whose net income
5 from farming such land is less than six thousand dollars, if
6 single, or seven thousand dollars, if married. The exemption
7 allowed under this clause shall be the difference between the
8 full and fair cash value of said real estate and the value thereof
9 when used for agricultural purposes.

10 In every case where an abatement of any land is granted
11 under this clause the board of assessors shall cause an instru-
-12 ment signed by them indicating the amount of the abatement
13 and giving notice of a lien upon such land to be filed in the
14 registry of deeds for the county wherein the land is located.

Each such instrument shall contain a description sufficient to
<6 identify said land and shall, upon filing, create a lien upon said
17 land for five years which shall be superior to any deed, mort-
-18 gage, lien or other encumbrance thereafter recorded.

Such lien shall be enforceable in the superior court for the
20 county where any parcel of the real estate lies by a petition in
21 equity brought by the board of assessors against all persons
22 appearing of record to be interested in the real estate subject
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23 to such lien, whether as equity owners, mortgagees, lienors,
24 attaching creditors or otherwise. Such petition shall allege the
25 amount claimed under such lien and incorporate a certified
26 copy of the recorded instrument creating such lien. At any
27 time before final decree, the court, of its own motion or upon
28 the suggestion of any party, may issue a precept to any other
29 person appearing to have an interest, directing him to appear
30 on or before a specified day or be forever barred from redeeir
31 ing from such lien.
32 No lien under this clause shall be enforced until the land use
33 is changed, the real estate sold, or the owner dies.
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