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By Mr. Businger of Brookline, petition of John A. Businger
relative to conforming the short presidential ballot in Massachusetts
to the Voting Rights Act of 1970. Election Laws.

In die Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act relative to conforming the short presidential

BALLOT IN MASSACHUSETTS TO THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF
1970 AND TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION THEREON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1, Section 1A of chapter 51 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as most
3 recently amended by section 2 of chapter 382 of the acts of
4 1971, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: -

5 A person who has resided in the commonwealth and in the city
6 or town where he claims the right to vote not less than
7 twenty-nine days next preceding an election at which electors
8 of president and vice-president are to be chosen, or a person
9 not in active military service who lives on land within the

10 commonwealth purchased by or ceded to the United States
11 government and who will have resided thereon not less than
12 twenty-nine days next preceding such election, may be quali-
-13 fied for voting only for such electors at such election; pro-
-14 vided, he makes application therefor as hereinafter required and
15 otherwise complies with the requirements of this chapter.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 51 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section ID the following two sec-
-3 tions:
4 Section lE. Any person who has changed his residence, and
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5 who is unable to register in his new residence because of the
6 time of his move, may return to vote with respect to a
7 presidential election in person at the polling place where he is a
8 qualified voter, or may vote by absentee ballot. Said ballot
9 shall be prepared and furnished by the state secretary in ac-

-10 cordance with the provisions of sections eighty-six to one
11 hundred and three A, inclusive, of chapter fifty-four so far as
12 applicable.
13 Section IF. Any person, otherwise qualified to vote under
14 the provisions of section one A but whose name is not in-
-15 eluded in the current annual registrar of voters of the city or
16 town where he claims the right to vote, may qualify for voting
17 upon application to the registrars of voters of said city or
18 town. Any form of written communication containing the
19 name, age, citizenship, former residence and present residence

20 of such person shall cause the registrars to make an investiga-
-21 tion relative to the qualifications of such person to vote and,
22 for the purpose of such investigation, the officer in charge of
23 the police force of each city and town shall give the registrars
24 such assistance as they may require. Upon determining that
25 such person is qualified to vote under the provisions of this
26 section, the registrars shall forward an absentee ballot to him
27 and shall include his name on a list of persons registered under
28 this section which shall be sent to the city or town clerk. The
29 provisions of sections ninety-four to ninety-six, inclusive, shall
30 apply to such ballots which shall be cast in the polling places
31 designated under the provisions of section twenty-four.


