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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, March 15, 1972.

The committee on Commerce and Labor to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill. House, No. 704) of John F. Melia
and Norman S. Weinberg for requiring a lessor to keep that portion
of the premises occupied by the tenant in safe condition, report
recommending that the accompanying bill (House No. 5270) ought
to pass.

For the committee

ANTHONY J. SCALLI

®fjc Commontoealtf) of 4flass(acf)us(ettsi
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®f)c Commontoealtf) of ifflafi&acfmgetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act requiring a lessor to keep that portion of premises
OCCUPIED BY THE TENANT IN SAFE CONDITION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as®
follows:

1 Chapter 186 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 after section 16 the following section:
3 Section 17. A landlord or lessor of any real estate except an
4 owner occupied two or three family dwelling, shall within a
5 reasonable time after receipt of a written notice from tenant
6 forwarded by registered or certified mail, of an unsafe condition,
7 not caused by the tenant, his invitee, or any one occupying
8 through or under the tenant, (IN THAT PORTION OF THE
9 PREMISES UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE TENANT)

10 exercise reasonable care to correct the unsafe condition, as
11 described in said notice. The tenant or any person rightfully on
12 said premises injured as a result of the failure to correct said
13 unsafe conditions shall have a right of action in tort against the
14 landlord or lessor for damages. Any waiver of this provision in
15 any lease of other rental agreement shall be void and unen-
-16 forceable.
17 The notice requirement of this section shall be satisfied by a
18 notice from a Board of Health or other code enforcement
19 agency, to a landlord or lessor of residential premises not
20 exempted by the provision of this section, or a violation of the
21 State sanitary code or other applicable by laws, ordinances, rules
22 or regulations. I


