
HOUSE 5423

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, March 23, 1972

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith a copy of a resolution of Congress entitled
Resolution Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of

the United State Relative to the Rights of Men and Women,” enacted

It is my belief that Massachusetts, which has a long tradition of
outlawing discrimination based on race, color, or creed, should be
among the first of the states to ratify this amendment and prohbiit
discrimination based on sex.

The day has long since passed when it could be said with any
assurance that a woman’s place is in the home. Women act as the
head of the household in over 30% of all families in the city of
Boston. As such they are entitled to be able to compete on an equal
footing with men who have similar obligations. Further, if we are to
expect women to fulfill financial obligations equal to that of men,
we must insure that they are not discriminated against in getting an
education to prepare them.

Over the past year, there have been a number of court decisions
that have struck down some of the aspects of discrimination based
on sex but to continue on a piecemeal basis is neither desirable nor
reasonable to expect, given the desirability for outlawing discrimina-
tion of any type based on sex. Nor is there any assurance that in the
end equality will result.

In my annual message, 1 enclosed legislation that would have
amended our state constitution to prohibit discrimination based on
sex. This amendment will not be necessary if 38 states ratify the

amendment in the next 7 years. 1 urge you to act quickly
on this amendment so as to allow Massachusetts to continue to
maintain its pre-eminence in the area of protecting the rights of all
citizens.

Respectfully submitted.
FRANCIS W. SARGENT,

the Congress on March 22, 1972.
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HOUSE - No. 5423 [April 1972.]2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

RESOLVE RATIFYING THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CON-
STITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES RELATIVE TO THE RIGHTS OF
MEN AND WOMEN.

1 Resolved, Whereas, the Ninety-Second Congress by both
Houses passed the following proposed amendment to the
Constitution of the United States

4 “Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
5 United States of America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of
6 each House concurring therein), That the following article is
7 proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United
8 States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of
9 the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths

10 of the several States within seven years from the date of its
11 submission by the Congress:

“ARTICLE

1 “SECTION 1. Equality of rights under the law shall not be
2 denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on
3 account of sex.”

1 “SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this
2 article by appropriate legislation.”

1 “SECTION 3. This Amendment shah take effect two years
2 after the date of ratification; therefore be it

1 Resolved, That the said proposed amendment is hereby
2 ratified by the legislature of the commonwealth of Massa-
-3 chusetts; and be it further

1 Resolved, That a certified copy of the fore-going preamble and
2 resolution be forwarded by the governor to the administrator of
3 general services of the United States in accordance with section
4 106b, title 1, United State Code.
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