
HOUSE No. 5514

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, April 27, 1972,

g, In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ihents to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House Bill No.
4361 entitled “AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE REGISTRAR OF
MOTOR VEHICLES TO ESTABLISH A BRANCH OFFICE FOR
THE REGISTRY OF MOTOR VEHICLES IN THE CITY OF
GARDNER.”

This bill authorizes and directs the registrar of motor vehicles,
subject to appropriation, to establish and maintain a branch office of
the registry of motor vehicles in the city of Gardner.

I assume that the purpose of the bill is to provide more convenient
service to motorists in that area. It should be noted in that
connection, however, that with the advent of the four year license
renewal and two year vehicle registration the average motorist need
only visit the Registry on a biennial basis. In addition, the handling
of registrations by insurance agents may even make this visit
unnecessary.

Given these considerations, 1 believe that the registrar should have
some discretion in the establishment of future branch offices. The
first year cost estimate by the registrar for the establishment of this
office is $105,000, and would average about $93,500 annually in
future years.

In view of our joint efforts to reduce expenditures, to establish
proper priorities in government, and because this project would
produce no more revenue but only add to costs, I recommend that

ftjie registrar be given the authority to evaluate the need for this
'uifice in comparison with other demands for additional space and
the use of existing personnel.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended by striking out, in line
2, the words “and directed”.

Respectfully submitted,
FRANCIS W. SARGENT,

Governor

®f>e (Commontoealtf) of iWa«s(acf)ugetts(

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
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