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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, May 8, 1972.

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives:

In Chapter 976 of the Acts of 1971, the General Court
appropriated $32,400,000 for the final design and and construction
of the new State Office Building on Ashburton Place. At that time
both the legislature and my administration recognized that this
project should go forward with the greatest possible speed to relieve
the critical need for space within the State House as well as to draw
as many State agencies now renting space as possible into one State
governmental complex.

The Government Center Commission is in the process of com-
pleting final drawings and specifications for this new State Office
Building, and has come to the realization that additional funds will
be needed. In preparing the budget of estimated cost for this new
building, the Government Center Commission anticipated that final
design would commence no later than October 1, 1971. In fact, the
budget became law on November 3rd and the architect was approved
on December 15, 1971. Consequently, the Commission anticipates
receiving bids in October of 1972 rather than in June 1972. The
escalation costs of this four-month delay were not computed in the
original estimate for the Ashburton Place Building. For the above
reason, and the fact that the estimated cost of partitioning has
exceeded the original estimates, the Government Commission formal-
ly voted to request that an additional appropriation in the amount of
$1.85 million be requested to cover the additional costs anticipated.

The accompany legislation is designed to appropriate the addition-
al funds needed to complete the new State Office Building without
any interruption in construction, and to increase the borrowing
authorization to provide those funds.

I therefore recommend that the General Court enact the accom-
panying legislation before final action on the general appropriation
bill for the 1973 Fiscal Year.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act providing additional funds for the construction
OF THE ASHBURTON PLACE OFFICE BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 976 of the acts of 1971 is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 8 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:

6 Ashburton Place Office Building

7 Item
8 8072—77 For the construction of an office
9 hnilrUnfr containing an estimated erossbuilding containing an estimated gross
10 area of six hundred and fifty thousand
11 square feet, to be constructed on
12 foundations and columns provided
13 under item 8071-76 of section eight
14 of chapter six hundred and thirty-three
15 of the acts of nineteen hundred and
16 seventy, including movable partitions.
17 escalation and contingency costs $34,250,000

1 SECTION 2. Section 9 of said chapter 976 is hereby
2 amended by striking out, in lines 6 and 7, the words “thirty-two
3 million four hundred thousand” and inserting in place thereof
4 the following words; - thirty four million two hundred fift)4
5 thousand.

5 Government Center Commission
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4 Section 8.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1


