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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, May 22, 1972

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4700) of David M. Bartley
relative to the recovery of damages by a spouse for loss of
consortium, report recommending that the accompanying bill
(House, No. 5943) ought to pass.

For the committee

CORNELIUS F. KIERNAN
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act relative to the recovery of damages by a spouse
FOR LOSS OF CONSORTIUM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives -W
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 231 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 6D the following section: -

3 Section 6E. In any action for personal injuries where a wife
4 or husband is injured by a third person and such injury results in
5 loss of consortium to the injured party’s spouse, said spouse of
6 the injured party may recover damages for loss of consortium by
7 (a) joining with the injured party as plaintiff in the same action,
8 and if liability is established, may recover a separate judgment for
9 such damages, or (2) maintain a separate action in his or her own

10 name, provided that the cause of action of the injured party has
11 not yet been brought or is still pending. In any action brought
12 under the provision of this section, the negligence of the injured
13 party shall not be inputed to said spouse.

1 SECTION 2. The provision of this act shall apply only to
2 causes of action occurring after the effective date hereof.
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