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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, MASS. 02133, June 6, 1972.

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:
, v <

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution. I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
3964 entitled “AN ACT REQUIRING THE OPERATORS OF
CERTAIN VEHICLES TO STOP THEIR MOTORS AFTER A
CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME.”

This bill would require the operators of trucks and buses having a
seating capicity of more than seven passengers to discontinue engine
operation when the vehicle is standing for more than five minutes.

The bill generally is patterned after existing regulations promul-
gated by the Department of Public Health as part of its comprehen-
sive regional air pollution regulations. These regulations, adopted
under the authority of legislation passed in 1969, deal with all types
of emissions in a detailed and comprehensive manner.

I believe that everything presented in this bill is already adequately
covered by these regulations. These regulations, with sound penalties,
can be enforced by any police department, the Registry of Motor
Vehicles, and local and state health departments. In addition, I am
concerned that doubt may exist with respect to the validity of the
regulations in the face of a subsequent statutory enactment. The
regulations deal with ALL motor vehicles, not just trucks and buses.
This legislation might be interpreted as indicating a legislative
judgment that the operators of automobiles should be exempted
from the existing regulations, because they are not included in the
proposed law. If that were the case, it would jeopardize our
compliance with federal clean air act requirements. Less stringent air
pollution laws than those presently in existence require federal
approval.

I believe that if the General Court feels legislation is necessary on
this subject, that all motor vehicles should continue to be regulated,
and that the language of DPH Regulation 11.1.2 ought to be
adopted.
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I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows:
By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place

thereof the following:
Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting

after section 16 the following section:
Section 16A. No person shall cause, suffer, allow or permit the

unnecessary operation of the engine of a motor vehicle while said
vehicle is stopped for a foreseeable period of time in excess of five

,

minutes. This section shall not apply to (a) vehicles being serviced,
provided that operation of the engine is essential to the proper repair
thereof, or (b) vehicles engaged in the delivery or acceptance of
goods, wares, or merchandise for which engine assisted power is
necessary and substitute alternate means cannot be made available,
or (c) vehicles engaged in an operation for which the engine power is
necessary for an associate power need other than movement and
substitute alternate power means can not be made available provided
that such operation does not cause or contribute to a condition of air
pollution. Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be
punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars for the first
offense, nor more than five hundred dollars for each succeeding
offense.

Respectfully submitted,

DONALD R. DWIGHT
Lieutenant Governor,

Acting Governor of the Commonwealth
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