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OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

ONE ASHBURTON PLACE

BOSTON, MA 02108, NOVEMBER 7, 1984.

The Honorable Michael J. Connolly, Secretary of the Commonwealth
State House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Secretary Connolly:

In compliance with section 33 of chapter 30 of the General Laws,
enclosed herewith are six legislative proposals of the Inspector General
for the 1985 session of the General Court.

1. The first proposal would establish a modern and fair set of basic
procurement contracting procedures for county and local govern-
ments. This bill is patterned on the Model Procurement Code of the
American Bar Association. The bill would replace the confusing and
largely ineffective web of existing laws that now govern contracting in
matters other than construction and design. The bill would provide a
clear and effective code to foster competition and provide safeguards
against fraud, waste and abuse.

2. The second proposal would fill a significant gap in the designer
selection statutes relating to public construction; the lack of an
enforcement mechanism. The bill would empower the Department of
Labor and Industries to undertake this important enforcement role
with respect to designer selection. The Department’s jurisdiction in this
area would be identical to its present jurisdiction to enforce the bid
laws for public construction.

3. The third proposal would clarify the designer selection laws by
explicitly requiring an agency to follow its own designer selection
procedures when it has been granted an exemption from the jurisdic-
tion of the Designer Selection Board by virtue of having submitted
those procedures to the DSB for approval.

4. The fourth proposal would require safeguards against fraud,
waste, or abuse in the disposition by the Government Land Bank of
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property that may hereafter be acquired from the state. These safe-
guards are based on my 1982 study of the proposed Boston State
Hospital disposition.

5. The fifth proposal is a refiling of House No. 5610 (1984), and
would clarify the Inspector General’s authority to investigate fraud,
waste, and abuse in public procurement contracts.

6. The sixth proposal is a refiling with minor amendments of House
No. 5781 (1984), my Task Force bill to revise, clarify, and simplify
certain of the reforms enacted on the recommendation of the Ward
Commission through chapter 579 of the Acts of 1980.

Sincerely,
JOSEPH R. BARRESI.

Inspector General
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