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Accompanying the fourteenth recommendation of the Department
of Public Health (House, No. 220). Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

An Act relative to the providing of antirabic vaccine and
TREATMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 140 of the Genera! Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 145 A and inserting in place thereof the following
3 section:
4 The board of health of a city or town shall, upon application,
5 furnish free of charge to any resident thereof who has been exposed
6 to rabies, or may have been so exposed, anti-rabic vaccine and
7 anti-rabic treatment, in accordance with rules and regulations
8 which the department of public health is hereby authorized to
9 make. Except in Boston, such person shall have the right to select

10 his own physician, who shall belaid by the city or town at a rate
11 established as hereinafter provided, and the fact that a physician is a
12 member of a board of health shall not disqualify him from being so
13 selected and from being paid by the city or town for his services.
14 Boards of health shall establish rates of compensation for such
15 treatment. A city ortown so furnishing vaccine and treatment shall
16 be reimbursed for the cost thereof, not exceeding two hundred fifty
17 dollars in the case of any one person, from the dog fund of the
18 county in which is situated the city or town where the person treated
19 was exposed to rabies, except that if such exposure occurred in
20 Suffolk County such reimbursement shall be made by the city or
21 town where such person was exposed to rabies, and except that if
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22 such vaccine and treatment was given by the board of health of a
23 city or town because of a bite by or other exposure to rabies from a
24 dog required to be licensed therein, the city or town shall not be so
25 reimbursed, unless such dog is licensed at the time of such bite or
26 other exposure. No such reimbursement shall include any part of
27 the salary of a salaried city or town physician. The county commis-
-28 sioners of all counties except Suffolk, acting jointly, or the county
29 commissioners of each county, except Suffolk, shall contract for
30 the supplying of such vaccine to the several cities and towns on the
31 order of their respective boards of health, and shall, from time to
32 time, notify said boards of the terms and conditions of contracts
33 made hereunder. No city or town for which a supply of such vaccine
34 is provided by a contract as aforesaid shall be reimbursed here-
-35 under for any such vaccine not purchased under such contract.
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