
HOUSE No. 267
Accompanying the third recommendation of the Department of

Public Welfare (House, No. 264). Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five.

An Act to establish a reasonable relationship between the
VALUE OF A TRANSFER OF ASSETS AND THE DURATION OF INELIGIBIL-
ITY FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section thirteen of chapter one hundred and eighteen Eof the

2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter six hundred
3 and twelve of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-two, is
4 hereby repealed and the following section is inserted in place
5 thereof;
6 In determining the resources of an individual, there shall be
7 included any interest in real or personal property owned by such
8 individual if such individual made an assignment or transfer of
9 such interest at less than fair market value for the purpose of

10 becoming eligible for assistance under this chapter. In any case

11 where the uncompensated value of the disposed of resources is less

12 than or equal to twelve thousand dollars, the individual shall be
13 ineligible for a period of twenty-four months from the date ot
14 transfer, except as otherwise provided herein. In any case where
15 the uncompensated value of the disposed of resources exceeds
l6 twelve thousand dollars, the individual shall be ineligible for a

17 period of time from the date of transfer bearing a reasonable
18 relationship to the extent of such value, except as otherwise pro-
-19 vided herein. For each additional twenty thousand dollars or part

20 thereof in excess of the first twelve thousand dollars in uncompen-
-21 sated value ofreal or personal property assigned or transferred for
22 less than fair market value, an individual shall be ineligible for an
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23 additional twelve months or part thereof in excess of the first
24 twenty-four months of ineligibility. Where an additional period of
25 ineligibility constitutes a period of less than one year, the addition-
-26 al period of ineligibility shall bear the same proportional relation-
-27 ship to one year as the fraction of twenty thousand dollars trans-
-28 ferred bears to twenty thousand dollars. The provision of this
29 section may be waived if the department determines that applica-
-30 tion of this section would work an undue hardship on a particular
31 individual. For purposes of making this determination, the
32 amount of uncompensated value which is included in said re-
-33 sources shall be reduced by incurred medical bills for which the
34 individual is liable and for which third party payment is not
35 available. Said medical bills cannot also be applied to excess
36 income as provided in section ten of this chapter.


