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By Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, petition of Kevin W. Fitzgerald forlegislation to provide for the modernization of public housing

developments and for youth and other supportive services forresidents of public housing. Housing and Urban Development.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act provide for modernizatzon of public housing develop-

ments AND TO PROVIDE YOUTH SERVICES AND OTHER SUPPORTIVE

SERVICES TO PUBLIC HOUSING RESIDENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 17 of Chapter 12IB of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph:
3 Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph or other provisions
4 of law, any individual, corporation, partnership or other entity
5 that, with the approval of the department, provides assistance in
6 removing or rendering harmless asbestos in any state-aided or
7 federally-aided housing project may be indemnified and held
8 harmless by the commonwealth acting by and through the
9 department for any civil damages as aresult of any act or omission

10 by such individual, corporation, partnership or other entity in
11 removing or rendering harmless such asbestos, except for acts or
12 omissions of gross negligence or willful misconduct.

1 SECTION 2. (a) The commonwealth, acting by and through
2 the department of community affairs, may enter into a contract
3 or contracts for state financial assistance in the form of a grant
4 by the commonwealth for projects undertaken pursuant to clause
5 (j) of section twenty-six of chapter one hundred and twenty-one B
6 of the General Laws. The total amount of grants so contracted
7 for shall not exceed eight million dollars, which shall be used to

8 carry out the removal of asbestos from existing housing projects.
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9 (b) To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying out the
10 provisions of section 2(a) of this act, the state tieasurer shall,
11 upon request of the governor, issue and sell bonds of the common-

-12 wealth in an amount to be specified by the governor from time
13 to time, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum of eight
14 million dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as

15 aforesaid, shall be designated on their face, Public Housing
16 Asbestos Removal Loan Act of 1991, and shall be issued for such
17 maximum term of years, not exceeding twenty years, as the
18 governor may recommend to the general court pursuant to

19 Section 3of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution
20 of the Commonwealth; provided, however, that all such bonds
21 shall be payable no later than June thirtieth, two thousand and

22 fifteen. .
„

, ,

23 Bonds and interest thereon issued under the authority of this

24 section shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, be

25 general obligations of the commonwealth.
26 (c) The state treasurer may borrow from time to time on the

27 credit of the commonwealth such sums of money as may be

28 necessary for the purpose of meeting payments authorized by
29 section 2(a) of this act and may issue and renew from time to time
30 notes of the commonwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at

31 such time and at such rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer.

32 Such notes shall be issued and may be renewed one or more times
33 for such terms, not exceeding one year, as the governor may

34 recommend to the general court in accordance with Section 3 o

35 Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
36 Commonwealth, but final maturity of such notes, whether original

37 or renewal, shall not be later than June thirtieth, two thousand
38 and fifteen.
39 Notes and interest thereon issued under the authority ol this

40 section, notwithstanding any other provision of this act, shall be

41 general obligations of the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 3. Section 32 of Chapter 1218 of the General Laws

2 is amended by adding the following paragraph;
3 Whenever conditions exist in any federally assisted projec

4 which are determined by the United States Department o

5 Housing and Urban Development to pose an immediate threat
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6 to the health or safety of the tenants of such project and the
7 Department of Housing and Urban Development has therefore
8 provided funding designated as emergency modernization funding
9 for the repair of such conditions subject to completion of such

10 repair work within a specific time period, then such repair work
11 shall be exempt from the provisions of chapter 30 and chapter 149
12 of the General Laws and any housing authority undertaking such
13 federally-assisted project shall obtain such competitive bids as it
14 is able to obtain without adhering to the requirements of
15 chapter 30 or chapter 149 of the General Laws within the time
16 available to employ federal funds for such work.

1 SECTION 4. Clause (j) of section 26 of chapter 1218 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by St. 1981, c. 808, sec.
3 27, is hereby amended by adding the following at the end of said
4 clause:
5 ; and provided, further, that projects undertaken pursuant to
6 this clause or Chapter 748, Section 6 of the Acts of 1985 or
7 Chapter 226, Section 3, Item 3722-8875 of the Acts of 1987 shall
8 include, to the maximum extent practicable, the renovation,
9 remodeling, reconstruction, repair, landscaping and improvement

10 of space in such projects for the purpose of providing daycare
11 centers, and as the authority may deem necessary, for community
12 services.

1 SECTION 5. Section 38C, clause (e) of Chapter 7of the
2 General Laws as mostrecently amended by Chapter 484, Section 2
3 of the Acts of 1984 is hereby amended by striking clause (e) in
4 its entirety and adding the following:
5 “(e) Projects shall be exempt from the jurisdiction of the board
6 if the estimated cost of design services is less than fifteen thousand
7 dollars.”

1 SECTION 6. Section 26, clause (j) of chapter 1218 of the
2 General Laws as most recently amended by Section twenty-seven
3 of Chapter eight hundred and eight of the Acts of 1981 is hereby
4 amended by striking the final proviso of clause (j) and adding
5 the following:
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6 “and provided, further, that notwithstanding the provisions of
7 any other law, where the funding for such project or any similar
8 state or federally funded undertaking with respect to low-rent
9 housing exceeds fifteen million dollars and the number of

10 households living on the original site when funds are or were
11 committed exceeds two hundred, the award of construction,
12 reconstruction, installation, demolition, maintenance, alteration,
13 remodeling or repair contracts shall be governed by the provisions
14 of section thirty-nine M of chapter thirty, and shall include a
15 requirement for certification of ability to furnish labor that can
16 work in harmony with all other elements of labor employed or
17 to be employed in the work, and shall not be subject to the provi-
-18 sions of sections forty-four A to forty-four H, inclusive, of
19 chapter one hundred and forty-nine.”

1 SECTION 7. Chapter 111 is hereby amended by inserting the
2 following as Section 199B: -

3 In addition to such sums as the department of public health
4 may from time to time be authorized to spend pursuant to
5 chapter 111, the department shall be authorized to make
6 expenditures pursuant to the following conditions;
7 Because of the serious health hazard presented by the presence
8 of lead-based paint in residential housing in the Commonwealth,
9 the department of public health is hereby authorized to expend

10 over a five year period a sum not exceeding twenty-five million
11 dollars: (i) to fund contracts for the testing of all residential units
12 owned and operated by local housing authorities for the presence
13 of lead-based paint pursuant to sections 190-199 of this chapter;
14 (ii) to fund contracts for the testing of all rental units to be leased
15 by the owners of private residential property under any federal
16 or state rental subsidy program for the presence of lead-based
17 paint pursuant to sections 190-199 of this chapter; (iii) to fund
18 contracts for the removal and covering of all lead-based paint in
19 all units owned and operated by local housing authorities, if such
20 units are determined to contain dangerous levels of the same; (iv)
21 to fund contracts for one-half the actual cost of removal and
22 covering of lead-based paint, or $1,000,000, whichever is less, for
23 subsidized rental units described in subparagraph (ii), provided
24 that the owners of such units agree to accept subsidized tenants
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25 for a period of five years from the date of any removal and
26 covering of lead-based paint under this section.
27 The department shall make such rules and regulations as may
28 be necessary to carry out this section and shall report to the
29 legislature yearly as to the number of units tested, the number of
30 units containing dangerous levels of lead-based paint and the
31 number of units from which such paint has been removed.
32 The provisions of sections 190-199 of this chapter shall be
33 waived with respect to such residential units owned and operated
34 by local housing authorities as to which funding for the removal
35 and covering of lead-based paint is not provided pursuant to this
36 section.

1 SECTION 8. (a) The Commonwealth, acting by and through
2 its department of community affairs, may enter into a contract
3 or contracts with a housing authority for a continued
4 demonstration program to undertake projects for renovation,
5 remodeling, reconstruction, repair, landscaping, reasonable
6 adaptations for persons or persons with families who have
7 disabilities, and improvement of any federally assisted low-rent
8 housing project, or part thereof, owned by a housing authority;
9 provided, however, that the department shall first have found (I)

10 that such low-rent housing is seriously distressed and will remain
11 distressed unless the funds provided herein are available to the
12 projects; (2) that any funds provided herein will be in addition
13 to and not in lieu of any federal funds available for said housing
14 in addition to monies provided in Chapter 748 of Section 6 of
15 the Acts of 1985 and in Chapter 226 of Section 3 of the Acts of
16 1987; (3) that significant effort has been made to obtain federal
17 and local funding for the project and to leverage additional federal
18 funding for the project; and (4) that any such project shall be
19 undertaken in accordance with plans approved by the department,
20 The total amount of grants so contracted for shall not exceed one
21 hundred million dollars.
22 (b) To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying out the
23 provisions of section 8(a) of this act, the state treasurer shall,
24 upon request of the governor, issue and sell bonds of the common-
-25 wealth in an amount to be specified by the governor from time
26 to time, but not exceeding
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27 hundred million dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth,
28 as aforesaid, shall be designated on their face, Public Housing
29 Federally-Assisted Development Demonstration Program Loan
30 Act of 1991, and shall be issued for such maximum term of years,
31 not exceeding twenty years, as the governor may recommend to
32 the general court pursuant to Section 3 of Article LXII of the
33 Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth;
34 provided, however, that all such bonds shall be payable no later
35 than June thirtieth, two thousand and fifteen.

1 SECTION 9. (a) The commonwealth, acting by and through
2 the department of community affairs, may enter into a contract
3 or contracts with a housing authority to provide financial assis-
-4 tance in the form of a grant, including the costs related thereto,
5 from the commonwealth to such housing authority, whereby
6 funds so contracted for shall be used to supplement funding
7 available from the United States Department of Housing and
8 Urban Development pursuant to Section 8 of the United States
9 Housing Act of 1937, as amended, for the purchase and

10 rehabilitation by housing authorities, or any other legal entity
11 created by, supervised by, or contracting with a housing authority,
12 of properties disposed of by said Department of Housing and
13 Urban Development, The total amount of grants so contracted
14 for shall not exceed ten million dollars.
15 (b) To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying out the
16 provisions of section 9(a) of this act, the state treasurer shall,
17 upon request ofthe governor, issue and sell bonds of the common-
-18 wealth in an amount to be specified by the governor from time
19 to time, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum of ten million

20 dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall
21 be designated on theirface, Public Housing HUD Acquisition and
22 Rehabilitation Loan Act of 1990, and shall be issued for such
23 maximum term of years, not exceeding fifteen years, as the
24 governor may recommend to the general court pursuant to
25 Section 3 of Article LXII ofthe Amendments to the Constitution
26 of the Commonwealth; provided, however, that all such bonds
27 shall be payable no later than June thirtieth, two thousand and
28 fifteen.
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29 Bonds and interest thereon issued under the authority of this
30 section shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, be
31 general obligations of the commonwealth.
32 (c) The state treasurer may borrow from time to time on the
33 credit of the commonwealth such sums of money as may be
34 necessary for the purpose of meeting payments authorized by
35 section 9(a) of this act and may issue and renew from time to time
36 notes of the commonwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at
37 such time and at such rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer.
38 Such notes shall be issued and may be renewed one or more times
39 for such terms, not exceeding one year, as the governor may
40 recommend to the general court in accordance with Section 3 of
41 Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
42 Commonwealth, but final maturity of such notes, whether original
43 or renewal, shall not be later than June thirtieth, two thousand.
44 Notes and interest thereon issued under the authority of this
45 section, notwithstanding any other provision of this act, shall be
46 general obligations of the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 10. (a) The commonwealth, acting by and through
2 the department of community affairs, is authorized to provide
3 financial assistance in the form of a grant or grants, including the
4 costs related thereto, from the commonwealth to the Boston
5 Housing Authority to complete the modernization of public
6 housing projects undertaken pursuant to section 26(j) of
7 chapter 1218 of the General Laws. The total amount of such grant
8 or grants shall not exceed $33.5 million.
9 (b) To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying out the

10 provisions of section 10(a) of this act, the state treasurer shall,
11 upon request of the governor, issue and sell bonds of the common-
-12 wealth in an amount not exceeding the sum of thirty-three million
13 five hundred thousand dollars. All bonds issued by the Common-
-14 wealth, as aforesaid, shall be designated on their face, Public
15 Housing Modernization Grant Act of 1990, and shall be issued
16 for such maximum term of years, not exceeding twenty years, as
17 the governor may recommend to the general court pursuant to
18 Section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution
19 of the Commonwealth; provided, however, that all such bonds
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20 shall be payable no later than June thirtieth, two thousand and
21 fifteen.
22 Bonds and interest thereon issued under the authority of this
23 section shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, be
24 general obligations of the commonwealth.
25 (c) The state treasurer may borrow from time to time on the
26 credit of the commonwealth such sums of money as may be
27 necessary for the purpose of meeting payments authorized by
28 section one of this act and may issue and renew from time to time
29 notes of the commonwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at
30 such time and at such rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer.
31 Such notes shall be issued and may be renewed one or more times
32 for such terms, not exceeding one year, as the governor may
33 recommend to the general court in accordance with Section 3 of
34 Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
35 Commonwealth, but final maturity of such notes, whether original
36 or renewal, shall not be later than June thirtieth, two thousand
37 and fifteen.
38 Notes and interest thereon issued under the authority of this
39 section, notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, shall be
40 general obligations of the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 11. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other
2 law to the contrary, the department of community affairs is hereby
3 authorized to expend for the purpose of grants to be made by said
4 department, acting for and on behalf of the commonwealth, to
5 housing authorities established pursuant to section three of
6 chapter one hundred and twenty-one B of the General Laws or
7 corresponding provisions of previous laws, for state financial
8 assistance in the form of grants to such authorities, the sum of
9 five million dollars for innovative supportive services programs

10 to complement the physical environment of public housing
11 developments.
12 Such supportive services as required by this section shall be
13 designed to improve the health, safety and general welfare of
14 public housing residents and may include, but are not limited to,
15 drug elimination, prevention, intervention, and referral programs;
16 outreach and recruitment of unemployed adults into state and/or

al employment and training programs; remedial education
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18 programs for high school drop-outs and non-English speaking
19 residents; services to assist elders to age-in-place; and programs
20 of local tenant organizations.
21 Prior to making said grants for state financial assistance, the
22 department shall review and approve or disapprove proposals to
23 be submitted by said housing authorities for such supportive
24 services. Said proposals shall outline the types of supportive
25 services to be provided at the sites of said housing developments.
26 In reviewing said proposals and awarding said grants, the
27 department shall give consideration to the number of residents
28 in a housing authority’s state and federal public housing, and to
29 the extent of crime and drug-related activity, the number of
30 unemployed adults, the number ofadults on public assistance, and
31 the number of residents under the age of 19 years and over the
32 age of 61 years residing in said housing.
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