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HOUSE No. 2805
By Mr. Healy of Charlemont, petition of Jonathan L. Healy, Jane

M. Swift, Michael P. Walsh, Christopher J. Hodgkins, Robert D.
Wetmore and John W. Olver for legislation to provide additional
financial school assistance for certain small towns. Education, Arts
and Humanities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The purpose of the financial assistance provided
2 by this chapter shall be to promote the equalization of educational
3 opportunity in the public schools of the small towns of the
4 commonwealth; to reduce the reliance upon the local property tax
5 in financing the public schools of the small towns of the
6 commonwealth; to promote the equalization of the burden of the
7 cost of school support to the respective towns; and to furnish
8 financial assistance in such amounts as to assist the small towns
9 of the commonwealth in the funding of the public schools serving

10 their respective resident students.
11 Assistance provided under this chapter shall be designated as
12 small town school aid.

1 SECTION 2. When used in this chapter, the following words
2 and phrases shall have the following meanings:
3 “Actual tax levy in a town,” the total tax levy in a town as
4 determined by the commissioner of revenue.
5 “Allowable levy in a town”, the maximum allowable tax levy
6 in a town as determined by the commissioner of revenue.
7 “Available excess capacity in a town”, the amount, if any, by
8 which ninety-eight one-hundreths of the allowable levy in a town,
9 as herein defined, exceeds the actual tax levy in the same town

10 for the same fiscal year.
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11 “Available revenue in a town”, the sum of all revenue available
12 to a town from the allowable levy, as herein defined, and from
13 school aid actually received during the same fiscal year under the
14 provisions of section one et seq. of chapter seventy.
15 “Excess net educational expense in a town”, the amount, if any,
16 by which the net educational expense in a town exceeds fifty one-
-17 hundreths of the available revenue in the same town for the same
18 fiscal year.

19 “Net educational expense in a town”, the sum of the total
20 expenditures, during a fiscal year by a town and the school
21 committee of a town, exclusive ofexpenditures from federal funds
22 and expenditures from funds and grants available under the
23 provisions of chapter 188 of the acts of 1985, for the support of
24 regular day programs in the public schools of the town, including
25 regional school district assessments to said town, after deducting
26 therefrom any expenditures made by the town or the school
27 committee of the town for long term debt service and debt
28 retirement, any payments made by the town to regional school
29 districts for the purpose of defraying the expense of the regional
30 school district for long term debt service and debt retirement, and
31 any receipts for tuition, made or received during the same fiscal
32 year.
33 “Population factor percentage of a town”, the amount by which
34 one hundred percent exceeds the percent of a town’s population,
35 less one thousand, as it bears to three thousand; provided
36 however, that in no instance shall the population factor percentage
37 of a town be more than one hundred percent. A town’s population
38 shall be deemed to be the best estimate of the population of a town
39 from federal sources for the second calendar year immediately
40 preceding the calendar year during July of the fiscal year during
41 which distributions under this chapter are to be computed and
42 paid.
43 “Small town”, a town of the commonwealth in which the
44 population is less than four thousand persons.

1 SECTION 3. The state treasurer shall, subject to appropria-
-2 tion and upon certification by the commissioner of education and
3 the commissioner of revenue, annually pay, on or before
4 December 15 of each year, to each small town qualified to receive
5 aid under this chapter, an amount computed as follows:
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6 One third of the excess net educational expense in a town for
7 the prior fiscal year, deducting therefrom the available excess
8 capacity of the same town for the same prior fiscal year, the
9 resulting difference thus obtained, multiplied by the population

10 factor percentage of the same town.

1 SECTION 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
2 special law to the contrary or the terms, conditions and provisions
3 of any regional school district agreement, so called, formed
4 pursuant to the provisions of section fourteen Bof chapter seventy
5 one to the contrary, a town, by majority vote at an annual or
6 special town meeting, may appropriate all or a part of the aid
7 received under this chapter for the purpose of making a
8 supplementary payment to a regional school district for the
9 supplementary support of the public schools of the regional school

10 district. Regional school districts are hereby authorized to receive
11 such amounts appropriated and paid by towns receiving small
12 town school aid and shall expend the same for regional school
13 district purposes without further appropriation.
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