
No. 2961HOUSE
By Mr. O’Leary of Melrose, petition of the Massachusetts

Association of School Committees, Timothy F. O’Leary and another
for legislation to regulate the distribution of monies to cities and towns
from the Local Aid Fund. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act to amend question 5.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 18C of Chapter 58 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by Question Five on the General
3 Election ballot of November 6, 1990, is hereby further amended
4 by deleting the present language and replacing same with the
5 following;
6 Section 18C. Commencing with fiscal year 1992, and
7 continuing thereafter, the State Treasurer shall, subject to
8 appropriation and upon certification of the Commissioner,
9 distribute the entirety of the Local Aid Fund established pursuant

10 to M.G.L. c.29, Sec.2D, including but not limited to forty (40%)
11 percent of the sales tax, forty (40%) percent of the income tax,
12 and forty (40%) percent of the corporate income tax as well as
13 the balance of the State Lottery Fund, in accordance with the
14 provisions of this section. The distribution will be made in four
15 equal payments. Said payments shall be made on or before
16 September thirtieth, December thirty-first, March thirty-firstand
17 June thirtieth.
18 For fiscal year 1992, the amount distributed under this section
19 to any city, town, regional school district or county agricultural
20 school shall not be less than one hundred percent of the sum of
21 the total amounts actually received by said city, town, regional
22 school district or county agricultural school under (a) M.G.L.
23 c.58, Sec.lSA, (b) M.G.L. c.58, Sec.ISC, (c) M.G.L. c.lO, Sec.3s,
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24 (d) M.G.L. c.71, Sec.l6D, and (e) Item 0611-5500 of St. 1988,
25 c.164, Sec.2 for fiscal year 1989.
26 For fiscal year 1993, and continuing thereafter, the amount
27 distributed under this section to any city, town, regional school
28 district or county agricultural school shall not be less than one
29 hundred percent of the sum of the total amounts actually received
30 by said city, town, regional school district or county agricultural
31 school under (a) M.G.L. c.58, Sec.lSA, (b) M.G.L. c.58, Sec.ISC,
32 (c) M.G.L. c.lO, Sec.3s, (d) M.G.L. c.71, Sec.l6D, and (e) any
33 appropriation identified as Additional Assistance for the
34 preceding fiscal year.
35 In the event that the amount credited to the Local Aid Fund
36 and appropriated to cities, towns, regional school districts and
37 county agricultural schools in any fiscal year is greater than the
38 amount distributed in accordance with the preceding two
39 paragraphs, then the excess shall be distributed by appropriation.

1 SECTION 2. Section thirty-four of chapter seventy-one of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the nineteen hundred eighty-eight
3 Official Edition, is hereby amended by deleting lines three through
4 six and inserting in their place the following language:
5 by this chapter; provided, however, that (a) for fiscal year 1992,
6 no city or town shall provide less than one hundred percent of
7 the amount appropriated for the support of the public schools in
8 fiscal year 1989, and (b) commencing with fiscal year 1993, and
9 continuing thereafter, no city or town shall provide less than one

10 hundred percent of the amount appropriated for support of the
11 public schools in the preceding fiscal year. In acting on
12 appropriations for educational costs, the city or.

1 SECTION 3. Section sixteen Bof chapter seventy-one of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the nineteen hundred eighty-eight
3 Official Edition, is hereby amended by deleting lines forty-one
4 through one hundred three and inserting in their place the
5 following language:
6 several municipalities; provided, however, that (a) for fiscal year
7 1992, approval shall not be required for that portion of the
8 regional school district budget equal to the total regional school
9 district budget approved in fiscal year 1989, and (b) commencing
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10 with fiscal year 1993, and continuing thereafter, approval shall
11 not be required for that portion of the regional school district
12 budget equal to the total regional school district budget in the
13 preceding fiscal year.
14 In the event that that portion of the regional school district
15 budget requiring the approval of the local appropriating
16 authorities in a two-member regional school district is not
17 approved by the local appropriating authorities of both
18 municipalities, the following provisions shall apply. The regional
19 district school committee shall convene a special district-wide
20 meeting open to all registered voters in both municipalities at
21 which that portion of the regional school district budget requiring
22 the approval of the local appropriating authorities, proposed by
23 the regional district school committee, shall be considered. Such
24 a meeting shall be called pursuant to a warrant, under the hands
25 of at least a majority of the regional district school committee,
26 notice of which shall be given at least fourteen days prior to the
27 date of such meeting. The warrant shall state the time, place and
28 purpose of the meeting and shall be directed to the district
29 secretary, who shall give notice by posting a copy in the city or
30 town clerk’s office and at least two other public places in each
31 member municipality and who shall further provide notice by
32 publishing a copy of said warrant in at least one newspaper in
33 general circulation within the member municipalities. The boards
34 of selectmen of the member municipalities in a joint meeting shall,
35 by a majority vote of those present, appoint a town moderator
36 or any other person acceptable to the boards of selectmen to act
37 as moderator and the district secretary shall keep the record of
38 such meeting. Approval of that portion of the regional school
39 district budget requiring the approval of the local appropriating
40 authorities shall require the affirmative vote of at least a majority
41 of those present and voting thereon, by a counted vote. The
42 regional school district budget so approved shall be apportioned
43 between the member municipalities and paid by them in
44 accordance with the terms of the regional school district
45 agreement.
46 In the event that that portion of the regional school district
47 budget requiring the approval of the local appropriating
48 authorities in a regional school district having three or more



HOUSE -No. 2961 [January 1991]4

49 members is not approved by at least two-thirds of the member
50 municipalities as required by this section, the regional district
51 school committee shall have thirty days to reconsider and shall
52 submit an amended budget on the basis of the issues raised. The
53 amounts required to be raised on account of the regional school
54 district budget shall be reapportioned between the member cities
55 and towns by the regional district school committee and a copy
56 of the amended budget shall be provided, not later than seven days
57 from the date the amended regional school district budget was
58 adopted by the regional district school committee, to the chairmen
59 of the boards of selectmen, chairmen of the finance committees,
60 mayors, presidents of the city councils and treasurers of the several
61 municipalities. With approval of the commissioner of education.
62 aregional district school committee may have an additional fifteen
63 days within which to reconsider and reapportion said budget. The
64 respective amounts reapportioned between the member cities and
65 towns by the regional district school committee shall be recertified
66 by the district treasurer to the treasurers of the member
67 municipalities not later than seven days from the date the regional
68 school district budget was adopted by the regional district school
69 committee. Prior to the expiration of thirty days from the date
70 on which such budget was adopted by the regional district school
71 committee, each member municipality may hold a meeting to act
72 upon the appropriation of that portion of the budget requiring
73 the approval of the local appropriating authorities so reapporti-
-74 oned and recertified to it and, if more than one-third of the
75 member municipalities shall vote at such meetings to disapprove
76 that portion of the budget requiring the approval of the local
77 appropriating authorities so reapportioned and recertified to
78 them, the budget shall again be recommitted to the regional
79 district school committee for action pursuant to this paragraph.
80 If more than one-third ofthe member municipalities do not vote
81 to disapprove that portion of the revised and resubmitted budget
82 requiring the approval of the local appropriating authorities in
83 a duly called meeting within the stated thirty days, such budget
84 shall be considered approved and shall be apportioned between
85 the member municipalities and paid by them in accordance with
86 the terms of the regional district agreement.
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