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By Mr. Morrissey, petition (accompanied by resolutions, Senate,
No. 367) of Michael W. Morrissey, A. Stephen Tobin, Joseph C.
Sullivan, Ronald Mariano and Michael G. Bellotti for the adoption
of resolutions memorializing the Congress of the United States to
propose an amendment to the United States Constitution for
ratification by the states specifying that Congress and the states have
the power to prohibit the physical desecration of the flag of the United
States. Federal Financial Assistance.

fElje Commontoealtfj of dWa*oatf)U*ett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Three.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states to

PROPOSE AN AMENDMENT OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, FOR
RATIFICATION BY THE STATES, SPECIFYING THAT CONGRESS AND THE

STATES HAVE THE POWER TO PROHIBIT THE PHYSICAL DESECRATION OF
THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES.

1 Whereas, Although the right of free expression is part of the
2 foundation of the United States Constitution, very carefully
3 drawn limits on expression in specific instances have long been
4 recognized as legitimate means of maintaining public safety and
5 decency, as well as orderliness and productive value of debate;
6 and
7 Whereas, Certain actions, although arguably related to one
8 person’s free expression, nevertheless raise issues concerning
9 public decency, public peace, and the rights of expression and

10 sacred values of others; and
11 Whereas, There are symbols of our national soul such as the
12 Washington Monument, the United States Capitol Building, and
13 memorials to our greatest leaders, which are the property of every
14 American and are therefore worthy of protection from desecration
15 and dishonor; and
16 Whereas, The American Flag to this day is a most honorable
17 and worthy banner of a nation which is thankful for its strengths
18 and committed to curing its faults, and remains the destination
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19 of millions of immigrants attracted by the universal power of the
20 American ideal; and
21 Whereas, The law as interpreted by the United States Supreme
22 Court no longer accords to the Stars and Stripes that reverence,
23 respect, and dignity befitting the banner of that most noble
24 experiment of a nation-state; and
25 Whereas, It is only fitting that people everywhere should lend
26 their voices to a forceful call for restoration to the Stars and
27 Stripes of a proper station under law and decency; therefore, be
28 it
29 Resolved, THAT THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE SEN-
-30 ATE respectfully memorializes the Congress of the United States
31 to propose an amendment of the United States Constitution, for
32 ratification by the states, specifying that Congress and the states
33 shall have the power to prohibit the physical desecration of the
34 flag of the United States; and be it further
35 Resolved, that copies of these resolutions be forwarded by the
36 Clerk of the Senate to the Speaker of the H ouse of Representatives,
37 the President of the Senate and to the members thereof from this
38 Commonwealth.
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