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By Mr. Yoke of Chelsea, petition of Richard A. Yoke, Elizabeth N.
Metayer, Mary Jane McKenna and Stephen J. Karol for legislation
relative to the licensing of physical therapists and athletic trainers.
Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four

An Act relative to the licensing of physical therapists and

ATHLETIC TRAINERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section twenty-three Fof chapter one hundred
2 and twelve, as inserted by chapter six hundred and sixty-seven of
3 the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-two, is hereby amended by
4 striking said section and inserting in place thereof thefollowing:
5 Section 23F. An applicant for licensure as an athletic trainer
6 shall:
7 (2) be a graduate of a college or university approved by the
8 board and completed such college’s or university’s curriculum in
9 athletic training, or other curricula deemed acceptable to the

10 board; and has completed a program of practical training in
11 athletic training deemed acceptable to the board, and
12 (b) have passed an examination administered by the board.
13 Such examination shall be written and demonstrative, and shall
14 test the applicant’s knowledge and capability and competency in
15 the application of the principles, methods and modalities as speci-

-16 fied in section twenty-three A. The examination shall be conducted
17 at least twice a year at times and places to be determined by the
18 board.

1 SECTION 2. Section twenty-three lof chapter one hundred
2 and twelve, as inserted by chapter six hundred and sixty-seven of
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3 the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-two, is hereby amended by
4 striking said section and inserting in place thereofthe following;
5 Section 231. An applicant for licensure as a physical therapist
6 shall;
7 (a) have a master’s degree or equivalent graduate study in physi-
-8 cal therapy, and
9 (b) have two consecutive years of clinical experience under the

10 supervision of a duly licensed physical therapist, said experience to
I I be documented to the satisfaction of the board, or
12 (c) have graduated from an educational program in physical
13 therapy chartered in a sovereign state outside the United States
14 and have furnished to the board such evidence as it may require;
15 (I) that his education is substantially the equivalent of that of
16 graduates of approved programs in the United States, and (2) that
17 he has sufficient qualifications, including proficiency in the Eng-
-18 lish language, to practice physical therapy, and
19 (d) have passed an examination administered by the board.
20 Such examination shall be written, and may, at the discretion of
21 the board, in addition, be oral and demonstrative, and shall test
22 theapplicant’s knowledge and competency of the basic and clinical
23 sciences as they relate to physical therapy, as specified in section
24 twenty-three A. The examination shall be administered by the
25 board at least twice each year and at times and places to be
26 determined by the board.


