
HOUSE 3718

By Mr. Hodgkins of Lee, petition of Christopher J. Hodgkins and
Carmen D. Buell for legislation to permit testimony by closed circuit
television in rape or incest trials. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

An Act providing for a closed-circuit television in trials aris-
ing FROM RAPE OR INCEST.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 During the trial of a person charged with rape or incest, the trial
2 judge shall, if requested by the victim of the alleged rape or incest,
3 authorize the use of live closed-circuit television which will permit
4 said victim to remain in a room other than the courtroom during
5 the taking of said victim’s testimony, including direct examination
6 and cross-examination where a psychiatrist or psychologist certi-
-7 Lies to the court that said victim is emotionally unable to endure
8 being physically present in the courtroom at the same time as the
9 alleged prepetrator of the rape or incest.

10 Said live closed-circuit television shall be subject to all State and
11 Federal laws governing recording or broadcasting from a court-
-12 room and shall have a screen which gives a full and clear picture of
13 the victim’s face and body, and which may be seen by the court and
14 the jury.
15 Both parties shall have access, which may include communica-
-16 tion by telephone, at all times to their respective counsel.
17 For the implementation of this act, one courthouse or the Dis-
-18 trict Attorney’s Office in each county shall be equipped with a live,
19 closed-circuit television apparatus.
20 The judge may appoint a court officer to be in the said separate
21 room with the said victim in order to ensure validity of the testi-
-22 mony of the said victim.
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