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By Mr. Mclntyre of New Bedford, petition of Joseph B. Mclntyre
for legislation to provide that instructions on voter ballots, and initiative
and referendum questions be printed in foreign languages. Election
Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

An Act providing that instructions on voter ballots, and

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM QUESTIONS BE PRINTED IN NON-

ENGLISH LANGUAGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority oj the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 48 of chapter 54 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 3 of chapter 602 of the acts

3 of 1979, is hereby further amended by adding the following
4 paragraph;
5 In any city or town with a minority population of twenty-five
6 per cent or more whose principal language is not English, the
7 clerks shall prepare and cause to be printed on said instruction
8 cards, full instructions to said voters in their native language. Said
9 percentage ofsaid minority population shall be determined by the

10 total population in said city or town according to the last biennial
11 census report. The clerk shall also provide for facsimiles of the
12 ballots provided for voting, sample ballots, and copies of any
13 proposed constitutional amendment or law to be printed in said
14 language and posted at each polling place.

1 SECTION 2. The first paragraph of section 53 of said chapter
2 54, as most recently amended by chapter 898 of the acts of 1977, is
3 hereby further amended by adding the following two sentences:
4 The secretary shall cause to be printed and sent to each registered
5 voter in any city or town with a minority population of 25 percent
6 or more, with copies of the measures to which they refer, said
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7 summaries and arguments in his native language. Said percentage
g of said minority population shall be determined by the totalpopu-
-9 lation in said city or town according to the last biennial census
10 report.

1 SECTION 3. The second paragraph of said section 53 of said
2 chapter 54 is hereby amended by adding the following two sen-
-3 tences: The secretary shall cause to be printed and sent in like
4 manner to each registered voter in any city or town with a minority
5 population of 25 percent or more said question summary, and
6 arguments in his native language. Said percentage of said minority
7 population shall be determined in accordance with the foregoing
8 provisions of the first paragraph.
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