
 

 

Meeting Minutes 

STATE BOARD OF BUILDING REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS 
S:\BBR\BBRS\AGENDA\2014 Agenda\02_February\BBRS Minutes February 11, 2014 

A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, February 
11, 2014 at the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108 
PRESENT 

Brian Gale (BG), Chair - Building Official from a Town 
Richard Crowley (RC), Vice-Chair – Building Trades  
Rob Anderson (RA)      - Chief of Inspections- Buildings   
Kevin Gallagher (KG)     - Head of a Local Fire Department                                     until 4:18 
Jerry Ludwig (JL)   - Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical) 
Alexander MacLeod (SM), Registered Architect 
Gary Moccia (GM) - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)                     until 3:48 
Thomas Perry (TP)     - Building Official from a City 
Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designee for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS 
Stanley Shuman (SS)      - General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings  
Harry Smith (HS)     - One- and Two-Family Homebuilders 
None ABSENT 

Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH), Don Finocchio (DF), Tom Riley (TMR) and Mike Guigli (MSG) from DPS were present 
as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at DPS. These minutes contain summaries 
of discussion and record of motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or 
discussed at this meeting are shown in, or below, this table of minutes.  
*(Motion, Second, All, if unanimous BBRS vote) 

Public Hearing (PH) Time1 

BG opened the public hearing (PH) with a statement on PH protocol. Staff noted that public comments 
have already been received on the Chapter 1 proposal and that all will be reviewed by a team of state and 
local building officials, DPS counsel, and staff. In addition public comment on all proposals will be posted 
to www.mass.gov/dps To ensure that this team would have enough time to review comment the BBRS 
approved a public comment period to February 26, 2014. (RA, KG, All) 1:12. Staff then opened for viewing 
and comment the following files:  
1.  ‘2013_04, 1.0, embeded amends and constrctn contrl_redline_Rev_A_Board_up_&_IFC’ 
2.  ‘2013_05, 2.0, RDP in charge definition_redline’ 
3.  ‘2013_07_5.04.2, R-use height increase_redline’ 
4.  ‘2013_06 9.0 FPFP Model 15_redline’ 
5. ‘2012 06 34 0 Existing Buildings redline_SAC_C34AC_Rev_H_and_Public_Comment_with_notes’ 
6. ‘2011-11-03, 9.15, emergency responder radio coverage’ 
7. ‘2011-05-04, 51.0, R3.02.12a, draftstopping with exception-1’ 
Testimony by a representative of local union No. 17 on proposals 1 and 7 recommended that reference be 
made to DPL inspectors for state jobs and that Chapter 9 contain a reference to licensed sheet metal 
workers for testing of smoke control systems. (1:13) Comment was received on proposal 3 recommending 
that the amendment be more than just a reference to note a. of table 903.2. (1:25) Staff noted that BBRS 
members were emailed comment on proposal 7 from the Modular Home Builders Association. Bob 
Carasitti, representing himself, noted that the MA amendment to section 101.5.1 in proposal 5 was 
unnecessary and that compliance with interior finish requirements of Chapter 8 of the International Fire 
Code 2009 (IFC) could not reasonably be achieved in an existing building. He also suggested removing ‘R-
Use building compliance with the 7th edition’ and instead require compliance to Chapter 46 of the IFC. 
This particular topic was discussed in detail in order for the BBRS to have adequate time to consider 
making this change prior to final review and approval of Chapter 34 (1:30).  
At the end of testimony the BBRS approved closure of the public hearing (HS, GM, All) 1:49 and then BG 
opened the regular meeting.  

1:03 
to 

1:49 

http://www.mass.gov/dps


 

 

Old Business (OB) 1:50 

OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes January 14, 2014 (Approved February 11,  2014)’ (JL, TP, All)  1:52 

OB #2. Actions from previous BBRS Meetings;  
a.   Discussion on the open BBRS action: ‘White Paper on fire protection of existing residential buildings based on 

a study of fire safety data and cost of construction data and use the benchmark data if necessary’  ensued. The 28 
page ‘White Paper_Fire_Protection_Systems_Draft’ (and titled ‘The Cost and Effectiveness for Health, 
Safety, and Security of Fire Alarm Systems and Fire Sprinkler Systems in 3 to 6 Unit Residential Buildings’) 
was emailed to the BBRS on February 4, 2014 and viewed on the screen.  TR had a number of 
comments on the paper including; it is limited in scope, did not include costs that communities assume 
with loss of housing due to fires, benefits of firefighter safety as a result of sprinklers, and that the 
construction of an 8th edition building costs more than a 4th edition is invalid because accounting of 
‘today’s dollars’ is not considered. GM noted that the 6th and 7th editions of the code required 
sprinklers when there was substantial work in 3 family buildings and now the 8th edition does not 
necessarily require it, and asked if the BBRS wants to take a step back? BG noted that reducing 
requirements may not be a step back and instead can produce enhanced building life safety since 
owners may rate corridors and update smoke detection systems and not just ‘patch and paint’ and put 
people back in the building. KG noted that the paper took a direction somewhat outside of the original 
scope and asked if Commissioner Gatzunis had reviewed it.   RA noted that he had and RA followed 
that the intent of the paper is not only a focus on fire protection costs and fire safety but energy 
conservation as well. RC noted that he studied the white paper and the one issued by the state of NY 
and that both will be helpful for him to understand the issues. JL noted that paper uses an evidence 
based approach and encouraged the BBRS to take this approach and not use extremes to make their 
point. After more discussion the BBRS approved further study on the white paper and approved 
recommendations 1 (training to building officials and others) and 3 (white paper on energy 
conservation) contained in it. (RC, RA, All) 2:40 

c. BBRS reviewed ‘2014_01_Official_Interpretation_Existing_Buildings_(final draft)’ and several edits were 
incorporated into it. Most discussion focused on question 6 which deals with the phrase 
‘reconfiguration of space’ which is not defined in the International Existing Building Code 2009 (IEBC). 
Answer 6 has both text and a figure to aid in the interpretation. In addition, TR suggested that the 
answers be affirmative where appropriate and not use terms like ‘No not necessarily’ for example. Staff 
noted that Q&A number 6 was endorsed by the Building Officials of Western MA and Q&A number 7 
mimics an actual project in southeastern MA. The BBRS approved questions 2 through 7 as edited at 
the meeting and saved as Rev A. (RC, SM, All) 3:17 Staff was directed to renumber the Q&As as 1 to 6 
and will use the document as part of recommendation 1 of the white paper noted in OB #2 a. 

b.   As a follow-up to the action last month on waivers of continuing education for the CSL, RC requested 
that the age be lowered to 60 to more closely reflect the age at which carpenters leave the trade. Several 
issues were raised on this topic and BBRS directed staff and/or committee provide a recommendation 
on a waiver of continuing education. (TR, JL, All) 3:33  

 

OB #3 Discussion and votes on 780 CMR code change proposals: 
a. ‘2014_01_Chapter_110_CSL for Construction Control_Clancy’ which proposes that a new CSL be created 

to provide more oversight on construction control projects. RA noted that the state-wide process was 
instituted in order to provide more oversight by registered design professionals (RDP). Several pro and 
con issues were raised. It was also noted that the state-wide process has been in effect for only a short 
period of time and that the general contractor has responsibilities as well. BBRS assigned an action for 
staff to provide a recommendation using input from RDPs and DPS counsel on whether or not 
qualifications are required for a construction control project supervisor. (HS, SM, All) 3:53 

b. BBRS approved a concurrency period to July 1 2014 for the 780 CMR 16 loads table which was recently 
amended. (SM, TR, All) 3:58 

 

New Business (NB)  

NB #1: BBRS approved new CSLs: 77 issued for the month of January 2014 (HS, SM, All)  3:58 



 

 

Notes : 1. Time is E.S.T.  2. ‘AC14 (Excerpt) Jul13’ and ‘ESR-1153’ and ‘Weyerhaeuser_Alternative_Compliance_TJI_Joists_Flak_Jacket’  

NB #2: BBRS approved  CSL reinstatement and waiver of continuing education with medical 
consideration for John Gonsalves CS-075835, Stephen Thompson CS-123392, Jesse Brynildsen CS-100396, 
Guy Rufo CS-056192, and John Gibson CS-004378 (HS, SM, All) 3:59 

3:59 

NB #3:  BBRS approved Derek Valley qualified to sit for the Unrestricted Construction Supervisor License 
Exam.(HS, SM, All) 4:00 

3:59 

NB #5: BBRS approved applications for seven Concrete Testing Laboratories listed below (TR, SM, All): 
DCR Materials Laboratory 164 Pond St. Stoneham, MA  02180 
S.W. Cole Engineering, Inc., 10 Centre Rd. Somersworth, NH  03878 
John Turner Consulting, Inc. 19 Dover St. Dover, NH  03820 
Miller Engineering and Testing, Inc. 100 Sheffield Rd. Manchester, NH  03013 
Atlantic Testing Laboratories, Ltd. 22 Corporate Dr. Clifton Park, NY  12065 
Allied Testing Laboratories 115 St. George Rd. Springfield, MA  01104 
MBTA Materials Testing Laboratory 500 Arborway Jamaica Plain, MA  02130 

4:00 

NB #7 Other new business: 
a. Representative of Weyerhaeuser presented material2 in support of their request for approval of an I-joist 

as an alternative compliance option for floor fire protection in the residential code. Several questions 
were raised concerning the application of the fire resistant coating of the joist and the International 
Code Council evaluation service process. BBRS tabled the topic until next month after more information 
is provided (TR, HS, All) 4:15  

b. TP requested a status on the fire code which is based on NFPA 1. BBRS approved an action for staff to 
email to the BBRS the link to the MA amendments. (HS, JL, All) 4:20 

 

BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (HS, TP, All) 4:20 


