
SENATE No. 229
To accompany the petition of Vincent E. Barnes relative to the pro-

tection of society from the dangers of communicative venereal diseases.
State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

AN ACT
To stamp out and protect Society and Posterity

from the Blight and Dangers of Communicative
Venereal Diseases.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. That a commission of venereal dis-

-2 eases is hereby established, to consist of three
3 persons, two of them eminent physicians, one

4 male and one female, and a third person to be an

5 architect and civil engineer, to be paid a salary of

6 four thousand dollars a year each, and to be fnr-
-7 nished with living quarters on the grounds, and
8 provisions for themselves and families.

Cbe Commontoealtl) of egassadnisctts.

1 Section 2. That the said commission is
2 hereby authorized to select and purchase or take
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3 by eminent domain suitable grounds to cpnsist
4 of not less than five hundred acres with or with-
-5 out buildings, and shall be adjacent or accessible
6 to direct railroad conveniences for freight or
7 other purposes, and if suitable buildings are not
8 already upon the premises to erect two or more
9 suitable hospitals for the care and treatment of

10 venereal diseases, one for males, and one for fe-
ll males, and all other necessary buildings or con-
-12 veniences for its economical maintenance, and
13 one million dollars is hereby appropriated for the
14 purchase of the said grounds, buildings and their
15 erection and equipment. In the selection of the
16 grounds to be purchased or taken by eminent
17 domain due care shall be taken to secure a per-
-18 manent water supply at a minimum expense,
19 their adaptability to cultivation, sufficient de-

-20 posits of sand, clay and stone for building pur-
-21 poses so that the labor of the unpaying inmates
22 can be used in the building or enlargement of the
23 necessary buildings and the furnishing of supplies
24 for the state or other uses.

1 Section 3. The state treasurer is hereby au-
-2 thorized to borrow one million dollars and issue
3 bonds therefor payable in five years, with interest
4 at not more than four and one half per cent per
5 annum, payable semi-annually, and to be known
6 as the venereal hospital bonds.

1 Section 4. The commissioners shall have full
2 care and charge of the grounds and inmates and
3 collect pay from such of the patients as are able
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4to Pay at the rate of not more than three dollars
5 per day, and those who are unable to pay shall
6 be required to render such services as they are
7 able to during their treatment, and thereafter in
8 payment for their care and treatment as shall be
9 its equivalent at a reasonable rate for the serv-

10 ices rendered if such employment is necessary for
11 the good conduct of the hospital.

1 Section o. That all the labor in the erection of
2 the buildings, farming or other work that can be
3 done by the inmates that do not pay in money
4 for their own support shall be done as far as
5 possible by them.

1 Section 6. That the physician in charge of the
2 hospital may perform any surgical operation upon
3 any patient that three physicians, one of whom at
4 least shall be one of the commission in charge of
5 the hospital, deem for the best interest for the
6 patient, or for the protection of society. All such
7 operations shall be entered on the record of the
8 patient, said record shall show the date of their
9 admission and their condition when they entered
0 the hospital, and treatment and condition when
1 discharged, and on what condition they were
2 released.

7. Every physician or druggist who
a case ol communicative vent

opened for thethe hospital

request them to attendtment of patier

htal for treatment if there is room for
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6 them, and any person that is suspected of having
7 a communicative venereal disease may be sum-
-8 moned before any police, district or municipal
9 court and the court shall order the person so

10 charged to be examined by a competent physician
11 and if found to be so diseased, the court shall
12 order the person so diseased committed to the
13 aforesaid venereal hospital to be there confined
14 and treated until they cease to be a source of
15 danger to others.

1 Section 8. The names of all persons that vol-
-2 untarily go to the venereal hospital and pay for
3 their board and treatment shall be kept in a
4 separate book and shall not be open to public
5 inspection, but the names of those who do not
6 pay for their board and treatment shall be kept
7 in a book that shall be open to public inspection.

1 Section 9. The governor with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall appoint the com-
-3 mission created by this act.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage and approval and become a law so
3 far as the appointment of the commission and
4 the erection and equipment of the necessary
5 buildings are concerned and made ready for
6 occupancy.


