
No.HOUSE 847
By Mr. Burke of Boston, petition of James A. Burke for redefining

the period of the present emergency in the shortage of housing and
relative to extending the existence of the Emergency Housing Com-
mission. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act redefining the period of the present emer-
gency IN THE SHORTAGE OF HOUSING AND THEREBY
EXTENDING THE EXISTENCE OF THE EMERGENCY HOUS-

ING COMMISSION AND THE BROADER POWERS OF LOCAL
BOARDS OF APPEAL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 2of chapter 592 of the acts of 1946, as
2 most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 567 of
3 the acts of 1948, is hereby further amended by strik-
-4 ing out, in line 3, the word “five” and inserting in
5 place thereof the word: seven, so as to read as
6 follows: Section 2. During the period of the pres-
-7 ent emergency, which, unless changed by the general
8 court, shall be deemed to extend for a period of seven
9 years from the effective date of this act, a board of

10 appeals of a city or town referred to or appointed
H under section thirty of chapter forty of the General
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12 Laws may grant a variance with respect to a particu-
-13 lar parcel of land from the terms of an ordinance or
14 by-law adopted under section twenty-five of said
15 chapter forty under the following circumstances and
16 conditions: (1) That the application relates to the
17 construction or alteration of a building designed to
18 contain when the work thereon is completed a dwell-
-19 ing place or dwelling places. (2) That if the variance
20 relates to the alteration of an existing building so
21 that it may accommodate more families, the cubical
22 content of the building and its width, length and
23 height shall not be substantially increased, and ils
24 exterior shall be changed as little as possible. (3) That
25 the variance may be granted without substantial detri-
-26 ment to the public good and without substantially
27 derogating from the intent and purpose of such ord-
-28 inance or by-law. (4) That the variance be granted
29 without discrimination among applicants and as far
30 as possible in accordance with the principles set forth
31 in the fourth paragraph of section twenty-five of said
32 chapter forty.


