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By Mr. Cuffe of Lynn, petition of Walter A. Cuffe for an optional
standard form of charter in which mayors are elected for a term of
six years and are not eligible for election for a succeeding term. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act providing an additional optional standard

FORM OF CHARTER UNDER WHICH THE MAYOR IS ELECTED

FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS AND SHALL NOT BE ELIGIBLE

FOR ELECTION FOR THE SUCCEEDING TERM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 43 of the General Laws, as amended, is
2 hereby further amended by adding after section 116
3 the following 9 new sections:
4 Section 117. The method of city government pro-
-5 vided for in the eight following sections shall be
6 known as Plan F.
7 Section 118. Upon the adoption by a city of
8 Plan F, it shall become operative as provided in
9 sections one to forty-five, inclusive.

10 Section 119. There shall be a mayor, elected by
11 and from the qualified voters of the city, who shall
12 be the chief executive officer of the city. He shall
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hold office for the term of six years from the first
Monday in January following his election and until
his successor is qualified, and shall not be eligible for
election for the succeeding term.
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Section 120. The legislative powers of the city
shall be vested in a city council. One of its members
shall be elected by the council annually as its presi-
dent. In cities having more than seven wards, the
city council shall be composed of fifteen members,
of whom one shall be elected from each ward by and
from the qualified voters of that ward, and the re-
maining members shall be elected by and from the
qualified voters of the city. In cities having seven
wards or less, the city council shall be composed of
eleven members, of whom one shall be elected from
each ward by and from the qualified voters of that
ward, and the remaining members shall be elected
by and from the qualified voters of the city.
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At the first regular municipal election held in a
city after its adoption of Plan F, except as otherwise
provided in this section, the councillors elected from
each ward shall be elected to serve for •one year, and
those elected at large shall be elected to serve two
years, from the first Monday in January following
their election and until their successors are qualified;
and at each regular municipal election thereafter the
councillors elected to fill vacancies caused by the ex-
piration of the terms of councillors shall be elected
to serve for two years.

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42 If the plan adopted provides for elections to be

held biennially, at the first regular municipal election
held under the provisions of such plan and at each
biennial election thereafter, all the councillors whether
elected at large or by wards shall be elected to serve
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for two years from the first day of January following
their election and until their successors are qualified.
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Section 121. If a vacancy occurs at any time in
the office of councillor elected by and from the quali-
fied voters of the city, such vacancy shall be filled
forthwith by a majority vote of all the remaining
members of the city council for the remainder of the
unexpired term.
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If a vacancy occurs, before the last six months of
the term, in the office of a councillor elected by and
from the voters of a wTard, the city council shall forth-
with order an election to fill such vacancy for the
remainder of the unexpired term.
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Section 122. Upon the adoption of Plan F, all
heads of departments and members of municipal
boards, except the school committee, officials ap-
pointed by the governor, and assessors if elected by
the people, as their terms of office expire, shall be
appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by
the city council; but the city solicitor shall be ap-
pointed, and may be removed, by the mayor, with-
out confirmation by the city council. This section
shall apply to the city solicitor in office when Plan F
becomes operative.
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Section 123. The mayor may, with the approval
of a majority of the members of the city council, re-
move the head of a department or member of a
board before the expiration of this term of office, ex-
cept members of the school committee, officials ap-
pointed by the governor, and assessors if elected by
the people. The person so removed shall receive a
copy of the reasons for his removal, and he may, if
he desires, contest the same before the city council.
He may be represented by counsel at the hearing.

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80



HOUSE —No. 2001. [Jan. 1951.4

Section 124- The mayor shall receive for his
services a salary of ten thousand dollars which may
be increased by the city council after the mayor has
served two years.
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The council may, by a two thirds vote of all its
members, taken by call of the yeas and nays, estab-
lish a salary for its members not exceeding one thou-
sand dollars each. Such salary may be reduced, but
no increase therein shall be made to take effect during
the year in which the increase is voted; provided,
that the initial establishment of such salary after the
adoption of Plan F may take effect in the year when
established and in accordance with the vote estab-
lishing the same.
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Section 125. Section fifty-five shall apply to cities
which adopt Plan F.
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