
House of Representatives, April 18, 1951.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill relative to the housing authority
law and creating a re-development agency (House, No.
1624), report recommending that the same be amended
by the substitution of the accompanying bill (House,
No. 2423).

For the committee,

PHILIP A. CHAPMAN.

HOUSE No. 2423
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act relative to the housing authority law and

CREATING REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES.

1 Whereas, There exists in cities and towns of this
2 commonwealth decadent areas which are a menace
3 to the public health and safety and which require re-
-4 development by redevelopment authorities created by
5 this act; and the deferred operation of this act would
6 cause delay in the planning and execution of land as-
-7 sembly and redevelopment projects; therefore it is
8 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
9 for the immediate preservation of the public health,

10 safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollmvs:

1 Section 1. Section 261 of chapter 121 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by section 1 of
3 chapter 200 of the acts of 1948, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in line 3, the word “thirty-
-5 four” and inserting in place thereof the word:
6 thirty-five, so as to read as follows: Section 261.
7 Designation as Housing Authority Law. This sec-
-8 tion and the thirty-five following sections shall be
9 known and may be cited as the Housing Authority

10 Law.

1 Section 2. Section 26J of said chapter 121, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
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3 the paragraph defining “Housing authority” or “au-
-4 thovity”, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 574 of
5 the acts of 1946, and inserting in place thereof the
6 following:
7 “Housing authority”, a public body politic and
8 corporate created pursuant to section twenty-six K,
9 or corresponding provisions of earlier laws.

1 Section 3. Said section 26J of said chapter 121 is
2 hereby further amended by inserting after the para-
-3 graph defining “Land assembly and redevelopment
4 plan”, as so appearing, the following paragraph:
5 “Redevelopment authority”, a public body politic
6 and corporate created pursuant to section twenty-
-7 six QQ.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 121 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 26QQ and its caption,
3 inserted by section 3 of chapter 200 of the acts of
4 1948, and inserting in place thereof, under the cap-
-5 tion PART VI. REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES, the
6 following new section:
7 Section 26QQ. Organization of Redevelopment Au-
-8 thorities. There is hereby created in each city and
9 town in the commonwealth a public body politic and

10 corporate to be known as the “Redevelopment An-
il thority” of such city or town; provided, that no such
12 authority shall transact any business or exercise any
13 powers until the need for such an authority has been
14 determined, the housing authority, if any, in such city
15 or town has given its consent and a certificate of
16 organization has been issued to it by the state secre-
-17 tary, all as hereinafter provided.
18 If the city council of a city, with the approval of
19 the mayor, or, in a city operating under a Plan E
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20 charter, of the city manager, or a town, at an annual
21 town meeting or a special town meeting called for
22 the purpose, shall determine that there is need for a
23 redevelopment authority in such city or town for
24 the purpose of engaging in land assembly and re-
-25 development projects, and that it is in the public
26 interest that such an authority be organized in such
27 city or town, and the housing authority, if any, in
28 such city or town gives its consent, a redevelopment
29 authority shall be organized in such city or town,
30 and its members shall be appointed and a certificate
31 of organization shall be issued, in the same manner
32 as is provided by law in the case of a housing authority.
33 Thereafter such redevelopment authority and the
34 members thereof shall have the same functions, rights,
35 powers, privileges and immunities and be subject to
36 the same duties, limitations and obligations as is
37 provided by law in the case of a housing authority
38 and the members thereof in carrying out land assembly
39 and redevelopment projects and all of the provisions
40 of law applicable to housing authorities in cities and
41 towns and the members thereof with respect to land
42 assembly and redevelopment projects shall be ap-
-43 plicable to redevelopment authorities and the mem-
-44 bers thereof; and the power to initiate land assembly
45 and redevelopment projects in such city or town shall
46 thereafter be vested solely in the redevelopment
47 authority therein.
48 A city or town in which a redevelopment authority
49 has been organized pursuant to this section shall
50 have the same rights and powers to co-operate with
51 and assist such authority with respect to land as-
52 sembly and redevelopment projects that cities and
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53 towns have for the purpose of co-operating with and
54 assisting housing authorities with respect to land
55 assembly and redevelopment projects within their
56 respective limits.
57 The provisions of section twenty-six HH shall be
58 applicable to bonds, notes and certificates of indebted-
-59 ness of redevelopment authorities, and the bonds,
60 notes and certificates of indebtedness of such au-
-61 thorities shall have the same exemptions from taxation
62 with respect to principal and income and shall be
63 legal investments for the same institutions and for
64 the same funds as is provided in said section twenty-
-65 six HH in the case of bonds, notes and certificates of
66 indebtedness of housing authorities.
67 A housing authority in a city or town which has
68 initiated a land assembly and redevelopment project
69 may complete, operate and maintain such project
70 notwithstanding the organization of a redevelopment
71 authority in such city or town. Such redevelopment
72 authority may, however, with the consent of the city
73 council of such city or the selectmen of such town,
74 pursuant to an agreement with the housing authority
75 of such city or town, take over a planned or existing
76 land assembly and redevelopment project instituted
77 by such housing authority, and assume, exercise,
78 continue, perform and carry out all undertakings,
79 obligations, duties, rights, powers, plans and activities
80 of such housing authority relating to such project,
81 and thereafter such housing authority shall have no
82 powers and duties with respect to such project; pro-
-83 vided, that no such action shall be taken if there
84 are outstanding any bonds, notes or certificates of
85 indebtedness of such housing authority issued on
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86 account of such project, unless all holders of such
87 bonds, notes and certificates of indebtedness have
88 previously consented in writing to such action.

1 Section 5. Said chapter 121 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 26QQ, as appear-
-3 ing in section 4 of this act, under the caption part vii.
4 EFFECT OF PARTIAL INVALIDITY, the following new
5 section:
6 Section 26RR. Separability of Provisions. The
7 provisions of sections twenty-six I to twenty-six QQ,
8 inclusive, are hereby declared to be severable and if
9 any such provision, or the application of such pro-

-10 vision to any person or circumstances, shall be held
11 to be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or
12 unconstitutionality shall not be construed to affect
13 the validity or constitutionality of any of the remain-
-14 ing provisions of said sections or the application of
15 such provisions to persons or circumstances other than
16 those as to which it is held invalid. It is hereby de-
-17 dared to be the legislative intent that said sections
18 would have been adopted had such invalid or uncon-
-19 stitutional provision not been included therein.






