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House of Representatives, , April 27, 1951

The committee on Pensions and Old Age Assistance,
to whom were referred so much of the Governor’s Ad-
dress (Senate, No. 1) as relates to amendments of the
law to take advantage of newly available grants in fed-
eral aid in old age assistance cases where the recipients
are patients in public medical hospitals (page 12), so much
as relates to amendments of the law to take advantage
of newly available federal aid for old age and survivor’s
insurance to public employees not covered by a retire-
ment plan (page 12), and so much as relates to a com-
plete revision of the old age assistance law (Chapter 118A)
in order to take advantage of newly available grants in
federal aid and to insure maximum benefits to aged per-
sons, consistent with a sound financial position of the
Commonwealth (pages 12-14), the petition (accompanied
by bill, Senate, No. 357) of William J. Keenan that pro-
vision be made for payment under the old age assistance
law of the funeral and burial expenses of deceased recip-
ients of such assistance, the petition (accompanied by
bill, Senate, No. 378) of George W. Stanton for legisla-
tion relative to minimum payments of old age assistance
benefits at age sixty-three, the petition (accompanied by
bill, House, No. 196) of Robert X. Tivnan for legislation
to extend the benefits of old age assistance to persons who
are not citizens of the United States, the petition (ac-
companied by bill, House, No. 595) of James A. Burke,
the Massachusetts Society for Old Age Pensions and
others relative to providing assistance to certain deserv-
ing persons in need of relief and support, the petition
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(accompanied by bill, House, No. 1423) of Rupert C.
Thompson for legislation to provide for adequate as-
sistance to certain aged citizens, the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 1650) of G. Leo Bessette that
children of aged parents be relieved from contributing to
their support, and the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 1909) of Timothy J. Mclnerney for legisla-
tion to provide for certain increased payments under the
old age assistance law, report the accompanying order
(House, No. 2449).

For the committee,

JOSEPH D. WARD.

Representative Geay of Springfield dissenting.
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Whereas, The question of the legality of the old age
assistance law, so called, as approved by the people at the
biennial state election in the year nineteen hundred and
fifty under the Initiative and Referendum provisions of
the Constitution, and to become effective on June first
in the current year, is pending before the Supreme
Judicial Court; and

Whereas, Several petitions for legislation relating to
the granting of old age assistance, so called, have been
referred to the committee on Pensions and Old Age
Assistance; and

Whereas, Said committee deems it inadvisable to take
any action in respect to said petitions, other than the re-
porting of this order, until the question of the legality of
old age assistance law, so called, hereinabove referred to,
has been decided by the Supreme Judicial Court; there-
fore be it

Ordered, That the committee on Pensions and Old Age
Assistance is hereby authorized to sit during the recess of
the General Court for the purpose of making an investi-
gation and study of the old age assistance law, so called,
with a view to determining to what extent, if any, it is
necessary or advisable that said law should be changed.
Said committee, in the course of its investigation and study
hereunder, shall consider the subject matter of so much of
the Governor’s address, printed as current Senate Docu-
ment numbered one, as relates to amendments of the law
to take advantage of newly available grants in federal aid
in old age assistance cases where the recipients are pa-
tients in public medical hospitals; of so much thereof as
relates to amendments of the law to take advantage of
newly available federal aid for old age and survivor’s in
surance to public employees not covered by a retirement
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plan; and of so much thereof as relates to complete re-
vision of the old age assistance law (chapter one hundred
and eighteen A) in order to take advantage of newly
available grants in federal aid and to insure maximum
benefits to aged persons, consistent with a sound financial
position of the Commonwealth, and the subject matter
of current Senate Documents numbered 357 and 378, and
of current House Documents numbered 196, 595, 1423,
1650 and 1909. Said committee may expend for clerical
and other expenses such sums as may be appropriated
therefor, and shall report to the General Court the results
of its investigation and study and its recommendations,
if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the same
with the Clerk of the House of Representatives on or be-
fore the first Wednesday of December in the current vear.


