
HOUSE .... No. 2582

Executive Department

State House, Boston, June 11. 1951

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am submitting herewith my recommendation that a
bond issue of $1,500,000 be authorized to finance the in-
stallation of an underground gasoline distribution system
at Logan International Airport.

The public interest requires that you act on this rec-
ommendation favorably and without delay.

There are four compelling reasons why the bond issue
should be authorized forthwith:

(1) It is in the interest of public safety
(2) It is economically desirable.
(3) It will contribute to the efficient operation of an

expanding airport.
(4) It will enable the Commonwealth to take advan-

tage of federal aid which may be forthcoming in the next
fiscal year.

The improper handling of gasoline constitutes a danger
which at any time might cause great harm both to per-
sons and property. All gasoline fueling at the airport is
now performed by a miscellaneous collection of fuel trucks
at the normal plane positions on the apron.

The dangers which the present system involves are
many. Among the most dangerous is the possibility of
fires or explosions and of collision between aircraft and
fuel trucks. An underground fuel distribution system
would go far in eliminating such hazards.

From the viewpoint of economic desirability, prelim-
inary studies have indicated that we can effect savings
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which will more than repay the commonwealth for its
investment.

Such savings will derive from direct water delivery by
barge, the elimination of intermediate trucking operations
and other improvements over the existing cumbersome
and costly methods of handling fuel.

Recent figures show a definite traffic increase at the
airport. If the trend continues, the airport will need all
available space for plane parking positions. This is a
serious matter. Installation of an underground gasoline
distribution system will make the space available through
the elimination of the many fuel trucks now engaged at
the airport.

Finally, it is reported that federal aid, under which
the commonwealth will have to supply matching funds on
a fifty per cent basis, will be forthcoming this next fiscal
year.

It is understood that at present the Committee on
Aeronautics has recommended no more than $430,000 in
loan funds for Logan Airport for next year. If this comes
to pass, the State Airport Management Board will be
able to accept only $215,000 of any federal money and
will have to reject any offer beyond that amount.

If the $1,500,000 requested herein is forthcoming,
however, the Board would be in a position to accept up
to $750,000 on this project alone.

In conclusion, it should be noted that when the Bout-
well Building was constructed, the necessary piping for
the underground system proposed herein was installed.
It was installed in anticipation of the distribution system
which is the subject of this message. In my opinion, the
bond issue of $1,500,000 should be authorized as soon as
possible, and I recommend that you authorize it at once.

PAUL A. DEVER,
Governor.


