
HOUSE 1917

By Mr. Rucho of Worcester, petition of John Rucho for
legislation to limit the power of the Department of Public Welfare
to authorize the purchase of furniture as an initial benefit of public
assistance programs. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five,

An Act to limit the department of public welfare’s power to
AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF FURNITURE AS AN INITIAL BENEFIT
OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 885 of the Acts of 1969 is hereby amended by striking
2 out Section 19, and inserting in place thereof the following
3 section:
4 Section 19. The Department of Public Welfare may authorize
5 the purchase of furniture in certain emergency situations.
6 Emergency situations for the purpose of providing basic
7 furniture to set up housekeeping shall be restricted to the
8 following:— replacement furniture needed in the case of 1)
9 natural disasters such as fire, flood or windstorms, 2) eviction

10 from a partially furnished apartment. Partially furnished is
11 defined as “an apartment consisting of furniture other than the
12 basic utilities, stove and refrigerator”, 3) the replacement of a
13 stove, refrigerator or washing machine deemed beyond repair by
14 an authorized serviceman.
15 The Department shall be precluded from authorizing the
16 purchase of furniture as an initial need except in the before
17 mentioned situations. An initial need shall be defined as any
18 assistance received within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of
19 application. Such lurniture may be authorized by the Depart-
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20 ment after investigation by the social worker and written
21 approval by the regional director or his designee that a need
22 exists. The Department shall make every effort to relocate the
23 recipient in housing similar to that from which the recipient was
24 removed. Where economically desirable, the Department may
25 enter into contract for the quantity purchase of such furniture.


