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By Mr. Buell of Boxford, petition of Robert C. Buell relative to
establishing a crime reporting function in the Department of Public
Safety. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.
4

An Act relative to establishing a crime reporting function in
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 22 of the General Laws is amended by
2 adding the following new Section 3C:
3 Section 3C - Uniform Crime Reporting and Identification
4 (unction. There shall be in the department of public safety,
5 subject to and under the control of the commissioner of public
6 safety, a centralized collection and dissemination unit to collect
7 and report crime statistics and identification data. The existing
8 bureau of identification shall be an integral part of this unit.

1 SECTION 2. Section 4A of Chapter 147 of the General Laws
2 is thereby amended by striking out Section 4A and inserting in
3 its place thereof the following section;
4 Section 4A - The Commissioner shall provide within the
5 department for the centralized collection, dissemination and
6 keeping of crime statistics and the proper means for the
7 identification of criminals.

(1) All state, county, municipal and regional law enforcement
9 agencies shall submit to the department. Uniform Crime

10 Reports and identification data, setting forth their activities in
11 connection with law enforcement.
12 (2) It shall be the duty of the department to adopt,
13 promulgate rules and regulations prescribing the form, general
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14 content, time and manner of such Uniform Crime Reports and
15 identification data pursuant to subsection (1) of this section. Ihe
16 department will cooperate with other states and with federal
17 bureaus and agencies to develop comparable statistics.
18 (3) The commissioner shall provide within the department,
19 for receiving, arranging and keeping proper means for the
20 identification of criminals and for the furnishing of means of
21 identification of criminals to police departments of cities and
22 towns, to the department of correction and to the prosecuting
23 officers within the Commonwealth. He may secure means of
24 identification including measurements, photographs, fingerprints
25 and other means, so that known criminals may be identified in
26 this Commonwealth.
27 (4) The commissioner shall, on his own initiative, or upon
28 request of the chief police officer of any city or town, or of any
29 district attorney within the Commonwealth, furnish to such
30 chief police officer or district attorney such information as he
31 has in his possession which may tend to assist in the
32 identification of or apprehension of criminals. Systems operated
33 by the Criminal History Systems Board, pursuant to sections
34 one hundred and sixty-seven to one hundred and seventy-eight;
35 inclusive, of chapter six, may be used for such recordkeeping
36 purposes provided that such records remain subject to the
37 regulations of said Board.
38 (5) Rules and regulations adopted and promulgated concer-
-39 ning Uniform Crime Reports shall be filed with the secretary of
40 state and shall have the force and effect of law. Willful or
41 repeated failure of any state, county, or municipal law
42 enforcement official to submit the Uniform Crime Reports
43 required by this act shall constitute neglect of duty in public
44 office.
45 (6) The department shall correlate the statistical crime reports
46 submitted to it, pursuant to subsection (1), this section, and shall
47 compile and submit to the governor and the legislature an
4g annual report based on such reports. A copy of such reports
49 shall be furnished to all prosecuting attorneys and law
50 enforcement agencies.


