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By Mr. Khoury of Lawrence (by request), petition of James E.
O’Leary relative to providing for the authorization of an additional
sixty days of harness racing for Hampden or Hampshire counties.
Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act providing for the authorization of an additional
SIXTY DAYS OF HARNESS RACING FOR HAMPDEN OR HAMPSHIRE
COUNTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. That Clause (J) of the third paragraph of
2 Section 3 of Chapter 128 A of the General Laws, as most recently
3 amended by Section 2 of Chapter 813 of the Acts of 1972, is
4 hereby further amended by striking out the first paragraph and
5 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph;
6 No licenses shall be issued for more than an aggregate of two
7 hundred and ten racing days in any one year at the harness horse
8 race meetings combined; not including harness horse racing
9 meetings at state or county fairs; provided, however, that sixty

10 such racing days may only be awarded for racing in Hampden or
11 Hampshire counties; and provided, further, that of the remaining
12 one hundred fifty days, not less than ninety racing days shall be
13 held during the months of January, February, March and
14 December in any calendar year.

1 SECTION 2. Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary
2 in section two of chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of the
3 General Laws, applications for licenses to hold and conduct
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4 harness horse racing meetings for the number of dates authorized
by this act may be filed with the state racing commission within
thirty days following the effective date of this act; and the
commission shall grant or dismiss such application not later than
sixty days following the effective date of this act; and said
commission is authorized to award such harness horse racing
dates and to issue licenses therefor upon application so filed for
such harness horse racing meetings to be held or conducted in the
calendar year nineteen hundred and seventy-four and succeeding
years thereafter. Said commission’s procedures for hearings upon
all such applications for harness horse racing meetings filed under
chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General Laws.
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SECTION 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of section three
of chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General Laws,
as amended by section one of this act, the number of racing
meetings authorized for the city of Northampton on the effective
date of this act shall not be increased unless a majority of the
votes cast in answer to the following question which shall be
printed on the ballot, at the annual election to be held in that
city, or at a special election which shall be held upon petition
signed by registered voters of said city, the total of which are
equal in number to at least 10% of the number of registered
voters in said city.
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“Shall the number of racing meetings authorized by the city of12
YESNorthampton be increased —— ?

NO
13

and by inserting before the enacting clause (at “B”) the following
emergency preamble: “Whereas, The deferred operation of this
act would tend to defeat its purpose, which in part is to provide
at once additional revenue for the commonwealth, therefore it is
hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public convenience.”
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