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By Mrs. Fantasia of Somerville, petition of Mary E. Fantasia that
parents be reimbursed for equivalent instruction educational costs
for children attending non-public schools. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act providing reimbursement grants for parental

EQUIVALENT INSTRUCTION COSTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 69 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following six sections: -

3 Section 36. The following terms whenever used or referred
4 to in this act and the following five sections, shall have the
5 following meanings, except in those instances where the con-
-6 text clearly indicates otherwise: (1) “Nonpublic school”, any
7 elementary or secondary school within the commonwealth,
8 other than a public school, wherein any child may legally fulfill
9 the compulsory attendance requirements of law; (2) “Student”,

10 any child who is a permanent resident of the commonwealth
11 and who is enrolled full time in a nonpublic school. A child
12 who boards at a Massachusetts school but who has no other
13 residence in the commonwealth shall not be deemed to be a
14 permanent resident of the commonwealth; (3) “Parent”, a
15 natural parent of a student or any person standing in loco
16 parentis to a student; (4) “Commissioner”, the commissioner of
17 education; (5) “Treasurer”, the state treasurer; (6) “Parental
18 equivalent instruction cost reimbursement fund”, shall mean
19 the fund created under section thirty-seven.
20 Section 37. A parental equivalent instruction cost reimburse-
-21 ment fund shall be established to reimburse parents for a
22 portion of the money expended by them in providing to their
23 children at a reduced cost to the taxpayers equivalent instruc-
24tion in the studies taught in the public schools. Application for
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such parental grants shall be made in the manner prescribed by
the commissioner. Upon certification by said commissioner as
to the payee and the amount of the grant, the treasurer shall
issue a check to the payee and in the amount so certified. Such
applications shall contain parental assurances that: (1) Such
parent has expended money in an amount equal to or in excess
of the per-child grant authorized by section thirty-nine for the
purpose of providing equivalent instruction to his child; (2) his
child is enrolled in a nonpublic school certified by the com-
monwealth and not conducted for profit; (3) the school in
which his child is enrolled meets the requirements of Title VI
of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964, 78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C.A.
(1000 (d); (4) the applicant is a resident of the commonwealth;
(5) the applicant is the only parent claiming a grant for such
applicant.
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Section 38. Parental reimbursement grants authorized herein
shall be seventy-five dollars per nonpublic school pupil in
grades kindergarten through eight, inclusive, and one hundred
and fifty dollars per nonpublic school pupil in grades nine
through twelve, inclusive, if the parent has expended monies
equal to or in excess of such amounts for purposes reimburs-
able. If the parent has expended a lesser amount than that
stipulated above, then the grant shall be in that lesser amount.
Such grants shall in no event exceed monies expended by
parents for purposes reimbursable and shall in no event exceed
fifty per cent of the state-wide average cost of educating pupils
in the public schools.
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Section 39. Parental reimbursement grants shall be based on
the actual months enrolled divided by the number of months
scheduled during the school year. For the purposes of this
calculation, a student enrolled for at least one day of a month
shall be considered enrolled for the entire month, and a month
in which at least one day of instruction is scheduled shall be
considered as a full month of scheduled instruction. A parent
of a student enrolled in nonpublic school for less than the
entire school year shall receive a prorated grant based on the
months of attendance.
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62 Section 40. The administration of the fund shall be under

the direction of the commissioner who shall establish rules and
regulations to carry out its provisions. All expenses of adminis-

63
64



1975] HOUSE - No. 4391 3

i

65 tration shall be paid out of the parental equivalent instruction
66 cost reimbursement fund.
67 Section 41. In the event that, in any fiscal year, the total
68 amount of monies which were actually paid into the parental
69 equivalent instruction cost reimbursement fund shall be insuf-
-70 ficient to pay the total number of claims submitted by parents
71 to the commissioner, the reimbursement payments provided for
72 in section thirty-eight shall be proportionate in amount to the
73 per cent which the total amount of monies in the parental
74 equivalent instruction cost reimbursement fund bears to the
75 total amount of claims.

1 SECTION 2. If a part of this act shall be held invalid, all
2 valid parts that are severable from the invalid part shall remain in
3 effect. If a part of this act is held invalid, in one or more of its
4 applications, such part shall remain in effect in all valid
5 applications that are severable from the invalid applications.

1 SECTION 3. If any action is instituted in any court chal-
-2 lenging the constitutionality of the provisions of this act,
3 notwithstanding the provisions of this act, then after the
4 institution of such action no payments shall be made until final
5 judgment is entered in such action.
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