
HOUSE No. 5544

By Mr. Nordberg of Reading, petition of Edward P. Cameron and
others (members of the board of selectmen) (by vote of the town) for
a change in the law establishing representative town government by
limited town meeting in the town of Reading. Election Laws. [Local
Approval Received.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act further amending chapter 7 of the acts of 1943
ESTABLISHING IN THE TOWN OF READING, REPRESENTATIVE TOWN
GOVERNMENT BY LIMITED TOWN MEETING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION I. Chapter 7 of the acts of 1943 is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 2 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section:
4 Section 2. The Selectmen shall forthwith divide the territory of
5 the Town of Reading thereof, into not less than four (4) and not
b more than eight (8) precincts, each of which shall be plainly
2 designated and shall be divided as equally as possible by the
8 number of inhabitants therein. No precinct shall exceed more
9 than four thousand (4,000) inhabitants. The precincts shall be so

10 established as to consist of compact and contiguous territory to
1 1 be bounded as far as possible, by the center line of known streets
12 and ways or by other well-defined limits. These boundaries
13 should be periodically reviewed, and, if need be, wholly or partly
14 revised by the Selectmen in December, once in five years, or in
15 December of any year when so directed by a vote of a
16 representative town meeting held not later than November of that
1 7 year. (The foregoing provisions of this section shall not authorize
18 any action contrary to the provisions of section nine Aof Chapter
19 54 of the General Laws, or Chapter 820 of the Acts of 1971, or
20 Chapter 735, Acts of 1972.)
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21 The Selectmen shall, within ten days after any establishment or
22 revision of the precincts, file a report of their doings with the

town clerk, the registrars of voters and the assessors, with a map
or maps or description of the precincts and the names and
residences of the inhabitants therein. The Selectmen shall also
cause to be posted in the town hall a map or maps or description
of the precincts as established or revised from time to time, with
the names and residences of the inhabitants therein; and thev
shall also cause to be posted in at least one public place in each'
precinct, a map or description of that precinct, with the name30
and residences of the inhabitants therein. The division of the town31
into precincts and any revision of such precincts shall take effect3 2

upon the date of the filing of the report thereof by the selectmen33
with the town clerk. Whenever the precincts are established or34
revised, the town clerk shall forthwith give written notice thereof35

36 to the Secretary of State, stating the number and designation of
37 the precincts. Meetings of the registered voters of the several

precincts for elections, for primaries, and for voting upon any38
question to be submitted to all the registered voters of the town.39

shall be held on the same day and at the same hour and at such40
41 place or places within the town as the selectmen shall in the
42 warrant for such meeting direct. The provisions of Chapters fi
43 to fifty-six, inclusive, of the General Taws, relating to precinct
44 voting at elections, so far as the same are not inconsistent with
45 this act, shall apply to all elections and primaries in the town

upon establishment of precincts as hereinbefore provided46

SECTION 2. Said Chapter 7 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 3 as amended by Chapter 49 of the acts of
1964, and inserting in place thereof the following section;-

■>

3
Section 3. Other than the officers designated in the by-laws of

the town as town meeting members at large, the representative
town meeting membership shall in each precinct consist of the
largest number divisible by three which will admit of a
representation thereof in the approximate proportion which the
number of inhabitants therein bears to the total number of
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inhabitants in the town, and which will cause the total elected
membership to be as nearly one hundred and ninety-two as may
be. The Selectmen may, from time to time, upon notification bv
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13 the town clerk that the number of precinct members is out of
proportion to the number of inhabitants in a particular precinct14
or precincts, reapportion the number of precinct members to be15
as proportionate as possible to the number of inhabitants therein.16
or redivide the various precincts to ensure that the unit of17
representatives is consistent with the number of inhabitants18

The registered voters in every precinct shall, at the first annual19
town election held after the establishment of such precincts, and20'K

the registered voters of any precinct affected by any revision of21
22 precincts at the first annual town election following such revision,

conformable to the laws relative to elections not inconsistent with23
this act, elect by ballot the number of registered voters in the24
precinct, other than the officers designated in the by-laws, as25
town meeting members at large, provided for in the first sentence26
of this section, to be town meeting members of the town. The first27
third, in the order of votes received, of members so elected shall28
serve three years, the second third in such order shall serve two29

years, and the remaining third in such order shall serve one year,30
from the day of the annual town meeting, in case of a tie vote31

32 affecting the division into thirds, as aforesaid, the member
3 elected from the precinct shall by ballot determine the same; anc

34 thereafter, except as is otherwise provided herein, at each annu
35 town election the registered voters of each precinct shall, in like
36 manner, elect, for the term of three years, one third of the number
37 of elected town meeting members to which such precinct

entitled, and shall at such election fill for the unexpired term or38

terms any vacancy or vacancies then existing in the number of39
elected town meeting member in such precinct40

The terms of office of all el :cted town meeting members frorr41
aid shall cease upon the election as42 every precinct revised as afore
successors. The town cierk sha43 hereinbefore provided of their
iceting members, forthwith notify44 after every election of town

each such member by mail of45 his election

SECTION 3. Sectic
repealed.

ad 14 of said Chapter 7 are hereby

SECTION 4. Section act shall be
he first annual town electior n:




