
No. 5 680HOUSE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, March 25, 1975

The committee on Taxation, to whom was referred the petition
(accompanied by bill. House. No. 2624) of James A. O’Brien, Jr., for
legislation to further regulate the taxation of running horse racing
meetings, report recommending that the accompanying bill (House,
No. 5680) ought to pass [Representative Cataldo of Revere
dissenting].

For the committee.

t Commontocaltt of iHasgadjugettsf

VINCENT J. PIRO
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act further regulating the taxation of running horse
RACING MEETINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

SECTION 1. Section 5 of Chapter 128 A of the General Laws
is hereby amended by striking out the third and fourth
paragraphs and inserting in place thereof the two following
paragraphs:
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No other place or method of betting, pool making, wagering or

gambling shall be used or permitted by the licensee, nor shall this
chapter be deemed to authorize or legalize the pari-mutuel or
certificate system of wagering on any races except horse and dog
races at the track where such pari-mutuel or certificate system of
wagering is conducted. Each licensee conducting a racing meeting
shall become the custodian or depository for such sums as may be
deposited with such licensee by patrons as wagers on the speed or
ability of any one or more horses or dogs in a race or races and
such licensee shall be responsible for such sums so deposited and
shall return to the winning patrons so wagering on the speed or
ability of any one or more horses or dogs in a race or races all
sums so deposited as an award or dividend, according to the
acknowledged and recognized rules and method under which
such pari-mutuel or certificate system has been operated, less the
breaks, as defined in this section, and less an amount not to

exceed nineteen per cent of the total amount so deposited by the
patrons wagering on the speed or ability of running horses except
at a state or county fair, and eighteen per cent of the total amount
so deposited by the patrons wagering on the speed or ability ot
harness horses or of dogs except at a state or county fair, and less
the so-called breaks as defined in this section.
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Each person licensed to conduct a running horse racing

meeting, other than a licensee holding a racing meeting in
connection with a state or county fair, shall pay to the
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30 commission on the day following each day of such horse racing
31 meeting except on the day following a Sunday horse racing
32 meeting, a sum equal to nine and one half per cent of the total
33 amount deposited on the preceding day by the patrons so
34 wagering at such meeting, said percentage to be paid from the
35 nineteen per cent withheld as provided in this section from the
36 total amount wagered. Each licensee holding a racing meeting on

'37 Sunday, other than a licensee holding a racing meeting in
38 connection with a state or county fair, shall pay to the
39 commission on the day following each Sunday of such horse
40 racing meeting a sum equal to eight and one half per cent of the
41 total amount deposited on the preceding Sunday by the patrons
42 so wagering at such meeting, said percentage to be paid from the
43 nineteen per cent withheld, as provided in this section from the
44 total amount wagered.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter sof said chapter 128 A is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after the fourth paragraph the
3 following new paragraph:
4 Each person licensed to conduct running horse racing
5 meetings, other than a licensee holding a racing meeting in
6 connection with a state or county fair, shall file with the state
7 racing commission no later than January fifteenth of each year, a
8 statement of operations for the previous calendar year which shall
9 contain;

10 (1) A statement of the total amount withheld from all sums
11 wagered and not returned to winning patrons, less the breaks.
12 during said calendar year under the provisions of this section;
13 (2) A statement of the total amount which would have been
14 withheld from all sums wagered and not returned to winning
15 patrons, less the breaks, for the comparable period under the

provisions of this section in effect immediately prior to the
17 passage of chapter four hundred and twenty seven of the acts of
18 nineteen hundred and seventy-three
19 (3) A statement of the amount retained bv the licensee under
20 the provisions of this act, which shall be the difference between
21 (1) and (2) above;
22 (4) A detailed analysis of the disposition made by such licensee
23 of the amount shown in (3) above, including allocations to
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24 specific accounts, together with an explanation as to the manner
in which such disposition or dispositions shall improve the
quality of running horse racing meetings in the commonwealth;
and
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28 (5) Such other information as the said commission shall deem
necessary in order to accomplish the aforementioned purpose.29

30 The statement of operations required by this paragraph shall be
in addition to all other statements or reports required of such
licensee, and a copy of said statement shall, immediately upon
receipt, be transmitted to the governor, the president of the senate
and the speaker of the house of representatives.
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SECTION 3. Chapter four hundred and twenty-seven of the
acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-three is hereby repealed.9

SECTION 4. The provisions of this act shall take effect on
January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-six.
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