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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith House
Bill No. 6270 entitled, "An Act Allowing Justices, Clerks and
Assistant Clerks of the District Courts to Accrue Vacation
Days Not in Excess of Sixty Days."

House Bill No. 6270 would permit judges, clerks and
assistant clerks in the District Courts of the Commonwealth
to accrue up to sixty days of unused vacation time.

I have not decided whether I will ultimately sign House
Bill No. 6270. The apparent diversity of treatment between
state, county and municipal employees, and possibly between
different groups of employees at each level of government,
regarding accumulation of vacation and sick time raises sub-
stantial questions of fairness. In the absence of a review
of the Commonwealth's overall policy in this area, I am not
convinced that extending the benefits of any single group of
public employees, no matter how deserving, would be justifiable

I am certain, however, that I cannot sign H 6270 in the
form it has been presented to me. Chief Justice Flaschner has
advised me that a number of significant provisions in the
current law have been omitted, perhaps inadvertantly, from
the fourth paragraph of section 6 of Chapter 218 of the General
Laws, as that section would be amended by section 2 of H 6270.
These provisions gover.. the absence of justices on Saturdays
or due to an assignment by the chief justice or service on the
administrative committee of the district courts. They also
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delineate the amount of vacation or sick leave due to a justice
in his first year of service. I see no reason to repeal these
provisions, and therefore am returning H 6270 so that they may
be reinstated in Ch. 218 S 6.

In addition, sections 4, 6, and 10 of H 6270, which are
substantially identical, each contain the same ambiguity. In each
the word "him" is used in the middle of a long clause without a
clear reference. This ambiguity is easily eliminated by substi-
tuting in section 4 the words "the clerk" and in sections 6 and 10
the words "the assistant clerk."

I therefore recommend that House Bill No. 6270 be amended as
follows:

By inserting at the end of section 2 the following sentences:

If a justice is absent on Saturday or absent due to an
assignment on the administrative committee or an assignment by the
chief justice of the district courts, no such deduction shall be
made therefor. During the calendar year of the taking office of a
justice no such deduction shall be made for the absence of the
justice on that proportion of thirty days corresponding to the
proportion of said calendar year remaining after his taking office
as justice, nor in addition for the absence of the justice by reason
of illness or physical disability for the said proportion of thirty
days.

And by striking out, in line 8 of section 4, the word "him"
and inserting in place thereof the words "the clerk";

And by striking out, in line 8 of section 6, the word "him"
and inserting in place thereof the worda/'tlie assistant clerk."

And by striking out, in line 7 of section 10, the word "him"
and inserting in place thereof the wocaa' assistant clerk."

/ / /RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED

\f / Governor /

Commonwealth/of Massachusetts


