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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, August 4, 1975.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom were referred the
Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special
commission relative to school bus safety (Senate, No. 1944, amended)
and the Bill relating to school bus safety (House, No. 5547), report
recommending that the accompanying bill (House, No. 6527) ought
to pass.

For the committee.

NICHOLAS J. BUGLIONE

Commontocaltf) of iHactfatijugett*
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)e Commontoealrt) of iflasteactjusettK

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act relating to school bus safety.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
Genera! Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 90 section 1 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by the insertion of the following definition:
“School pupil”, any person enrolled in any school, kindergarten
through grade twelve; nursery school; special training; an
organized day or summer camp program; or a school financed
activity.
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Also, chapter 90 section 1 is further amended by striking out
the definition of “School bus” as most recently amended by
chapter 54 of the acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof the
following definition: “School bus”, any motor vehicle used at
any time for the transportation of school pupils and school
personnel exclusively, while so used, but not including any motor
vehicle used for not more than three consecutive days in case of
emergency, or a motor vehicle, while so used, for the common
carriage of public under a certificate and permit issued under
section 7 and 8 of chapter 159A. This definition does not apply to
private motor vehicles used to carry members of the owner’s
household or to a private care pool arrangement.
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SECTION 2. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 78, as most recently amended by
chapter 925 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in place thereof the
following section:
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Section 78. No person shall operate any school bus, and the
owner or custodian of a school bus shall not permit the same to
be operated upon or to remain upon any way, unless the
following requirements are complied with: (1) The words
“SCHOOL BUS” shall be painted or otherwise displayed on the
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10 front and rear of each such vehicle in black letters of eight inches
in height and conform to series “B” of the standard alphabets for
highways signs on a National School Bus Yellow background, or
shall be so painted upon signs attached to the front and rear of
each vehicle. The legend “Stop on Signal”, as well as certain
others, must be removed from the rear on school buses, but
emergency exits and identification numbers may be marked.
School buses being operated on a public highway and transpor-
ting primarily passengers other than school pupils shall have the
words, “SCHOOL BUS”, covered, removed, or otherwise
concealed, and stop arms and equipment required by clauses (7)
and (II) shall not be activated during the transportation of such
passengers; (2) Each school bus shall contain adequate seating
accommodations for each passenger transported therein, provid-
ed that any such bus in which adequate straps, handles or other
supports are available for standing passengers may carry not
exceeding twenty-five percent more passengers than those for
whom adequate seating accommodations are provided; (3) All
doors shall be kept closed while bus is in motion; (4) Each school
bus shall be operated by a person eighteen years of age or over
who is licensed under section 8A or who is licensed under section
9 of chapter 159 A and is subject to an annual physical
examination in conformity with such minimum physical
qualifications as shall be determined by the Registrar in
collaboration with the Commissioner of the Department of
Public Utilities; provided, however, that in case of any emergency
such school bus may, for a period not to exceed three consecutive
school days, be operated by any person, eighteen years of age or
over, who is duly licensed by the Registrar and has in his
possession a valid Class I or Class 2 Massachusetts motor
vehicles operator’s license; and provided further, that no person
shall operate a school bus whose license to do so is suspended or
revoked, or whose application to operate a school bus has been
rejected by the Registrar; (5) No fueling shall take place while any
school bus is occupied by passengers; (6) Each school bus body,
fenders and grille shall be painted a color matching what is
commonly known as “National School Bus Glossy Yellow”,

I 1
12
13
14
15
16
17

19
20
21
11

23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30
31
32
33

34
35
36
37
38
39

40

'%l
43
44
45
46



HOUSE No. 6527 1 August4

<

I

%

i 7 Federal Standard No. 595A, Color 13432, Bumpers, lettering,
48 wheels and trim shall be painted a glossy black, matching federal
49 standard number 595 A, color 17038. The hood of vehicles
50 manufactured for model year 1975 and subsequent model years
51 shall be painted lusterless black, matching federal standard

number 595A, color 37038.
3 1 his clause shall not apply to a motor vehicle operated under a
4 certificate issued under section 7 of chapter 159 A and a permit

55 issued under section 8 of said chapter which is designed primarily
50 for other than pupil transportation. (7) Each school bus shall be
57 equipped with a front and rear alternating flashing red signal
58 lamp complying with US DOT Safety Standard No. 108, which
59 shall be left Hashing when school pupils are entering or leaving
00 said bus. Use of alternating flashing red signal lamps for any
61 other purpose, and at any time other than when the school bus is
02 stopped to load or discharge pupils shall be prohibited. No
03 person who operates such a bus shall permit the boarding or
04 discharging of passengers therefrom unless the school bus is
05 stopped as close as is practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of
66 the way. Any person who operates a school bus shall announce,
67 when discharging passengers therefrom, that all persons who wish
68 to cross to the other side of the way shall do so by passing in front
69 of the bus immediately upon alighting therefrom. No person shall
70 operate a school bus on a way after discharging passengers
71 therefrom unless all persons who wish to cross to the other side

have done so. (8) Every school bus shall be equipped w'ith a safety
73 belt for the operator thereof, and said operator shall securely
74 fasten said seat belt while transporting school pupils; (9) Every
75 school bus shall be equipped with two operable front windshield
76 wipers; (10) No person shall smoke or consume alcoholic

beverages on a school bus while such bus is being used to

78 transport school pupils; (11) A stop warning device may be
79 mounted upon the left side of a school bus and shall only be
80 activated to extend outward when picking up or discharging
8) passengers. Such device when fully extended shall not protrude
8i more than twenty-two inches outward from the left side of the
8t body and shall be constructed with a break-a-way hinge. The use
84 of such a device shall not be construed as increasing the width of
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85 such bus beyond the limits prescribed by section 19; (12) Every
school bus shall be equipped with at least one interior mirror,
approved by the Registrar, which gives the operator a view of the
rear in accordance with regulations issued by the Registrar. Every
school bus shall be equipped with at least two flat-surfaced
rectangular exterior mirrors, approved by the Registrar, one
situated on each side of the bus forward of the operator, and each
of said rectangular mirrors shall be mounted on the bus with a
side angle adjustable covex mirror to provide an additional close-
in field of vision to the operator but so as not to reduce the visual
field of the flat-surfaced mirror below fifty square inches. Every
school bus shall also be equipped with one convex mirror, with a
diameter of at least seven and one half inches, firmly mounted on
the bus so that the seated operator may observe a reflection of the
road from the front bumper forward to a point where direct
observation is possible, and one convex mirror, with a diameter
of at least seven and one half inches, firmly mounted at the right
front corner of the vehicle so that the seated operator may
observe a reflection of the ground surface along the entire right
hand side of the bus; (13) Any school bus meeting the
identification requirements of this section that is permanently
converted for use wholly for purposes other than transporting
pupils to and from school shall be painted a contrasting color
other than National School Bus Glossy Yellow, and shall have the
equipment required by clauses (1), (7), and (II) removed; (14)
During each school year, each pupil transported in a school bus
shall receive classroom instruction in safe riding practices, and
participate at least twice in on-bus emergency evacuation drills;
(15) School bus drivers shall be required to perform daily pretrip
inspections of their buses and to report promptly in writing to
their employer any defects deficiencies discovered that may affect
the safety of the vehicle’s operation or result in its mechanical
breakdown. Pretrip inspection and condition reports for school
buses shall be performed in accordance with regulations
established by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and the
Commissioner of the Department of Utilities.
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SECTION 3. Said chapter 90 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 71), as most recently amended by chapter 339
of the acts of 1969. and inserting in place thereof the following
section:
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5 Section 7D. The requirements for a school bus in section 7B

shall apply to any motor vehicle regularly used for transportation
of school pupils, while so used.
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SECTION 4. Section 8A of said chapter 90, as most recently
amended by chapter 925 of the acts of 1973, is hereby amended by
inserting: “All original applicants for a registry of motor vehicles
school bus driver’s license or a department of public utilities
driver’s license when used to drive school pupils to or from
school, shall have first satisfactorily completed a pre-service
school bus driver training program established by the com-
missioner of education in collaboration with the registrar and the
commissioner of the department of public utilities. In addition,
all renewal applicants for a registry of motor vehicles school bus
driver’s license or a department of public utilities driver’s license
when used to drive school pupils to or from school, shall have
first satisfactorily completed an in-service driver training
program established by the commissioner of education in
collaboration with the registrar and the commissioner of the
department of public utilities.
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SECTION 5. The provisions of this act shall take effect in the
1977 manufacturer model year.
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