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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

MICHAEL S DUKAKIS

December 4, 1975

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House Bill 5600,
entitled, "An Act Further Regulating the Zoning Enabling Act."

H.5600 substantially rewrites the zoning enabling act. It is the product
of several years of work by the legislature’s Joint Committee on
Urban Affairs, in consultation with local officials and planners,
builders and developers, and lawyers throughout the commonwealth.
While H.5600 may not be ideal in every respect, the thought and effort
put into its enactment have been extremely impressive. When enacted
into law, it will serve as a firm foundation for any future corrective
legislation that may be necessary.

Unfortunately, however, before I can sign H.5600 into law, I
must suggest two sets of amendments, technical in nature, that should
be made to render the act completely workable. These amendments
reinsert a set of definitions that were omitted from the bill as it
reached my desk and eliminate an appeals procedure in the district
courts that duplicates that already provided for the land and superior
courts in the bill.

While I realize that the time remaining in the current legislative
session may be quite short, I hope that this bill will not once
again fall of enactment at the last moments.

I therefore recommend that H.5600 be amended as follows:

In SECTION 3, by inserting after the first paragraph of Section
1 the following paragraphs:-

As used in this chapter the following words shall have the
following meaning:- "Permit granting authority" shall mean the
board of appeals or zoning administrator. "Special permit granting
authority" shall include the board of selectmen, city council, board
of appeals, planning board, or zoning administrator as designated by
zoning ordinance or by-law for the issuance of special permits.
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And by inserting at the end of said Section one the following
Paragraph

"Zoning administrator" shall mean a person designated by the
board of appeals pursuant to section thirteen to assume certain
of the duties of said board.

And by striking out Section 16A in said SECTION 3 and by striking
out in the eighth sentence of the second paragraph of Section 17 in
SECTION 3 the words "remedies provided in this section and in section
sixteen A" and inserting in their,place the word:- remedy.

Respectfully subnjlcte^U,

iyl il[///y
4

Michael S. Dukakis'
Governor of the /

Commonwealth /
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