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December 3, 1975.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Today I submit to your Honorable Bodies the attached legislation
entitled, “An Act to Provide Funds for the Redevelopment of an
Area Known as Revere Beach in the City of Revere, and to Authorize
the Acquisition and Disposition of Land Therefor.”

There is a growing sense nationally and within the Commonwealth
that greater attention must be paid to revitalizing older cities. It is
clear in this state that the social and economic well-being of all
communities is closely linked to that of Massachusetts’ older cities.

While there is a growing sense that something must be done in this
regard, there is an equal recognition that state and federal resources
and funding that could have been marshalled for this task are no
longer available. Federal programs have been curtailed and funding
impounded. Clearly, new use of existing and adequately-funded state
programs must be made. State agencies which in the past functioned
effectively with a narrower interpretation of their statutory mandates
should be authorized to broaden that interpretation in the cause of
urban revitalization.

The legislation that I submit for your consideration authorizes this
sort of creative state activity. The area of Revere Beach has a history
as a center of urban recreation in the Commonwealth. In recent years
this area has declined from its former attractiveness, becoming
blighted and a detriment to the well-being of the city of Revere. There
presently exists, however, the opportunity to reverse this undesirable

for the city of Revere. An entirely new recreation,
.esidential and commercial center can be provided for Revere Beach
that will restore the area. In order for that to happen, definitive action
must be taken by the Metropolitan District Commission. The MDC
must be authorized to provide not only a first-rate beach recreational
facility for this area, but also through key land transactions to
facilitate private residential and commercial redevelopment of the
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area. In no sense will the Commonwealth be providing direct subsidy
to private development in this area, but with a broader interpretation
of MDC’s authority to provide recreational facility, important new
private development can be realized in Revere Beach. It is for this
purpose that 1 submit the attached legislation.

In your consideration of this legislation, I would propose that you
do not narrow your vision to the particular site for which this venture
is proposed. View the attached legislation rather as the first of a
number of necessary steps to revitalize cities throughout llv#
Commonwealth. It is my intention to use the Commonwealth’s
considerable resources in order to strengthen the on-going efforts
towards revitalization of urban areas throughout Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN R. BUCKLEY, Secretary

Executive Office of Administration and Finance.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act to provide funds for the redevelopment of an area
KNOWN AS REVERE BEACH IN THE CITY OF REVERE, AND TO
AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION OF LAND THEREFOR.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose which is to empower the metropolitan district
3 to acquire and dispose of land to facilitate the redevelopment of
4 an area known as Revere Beach in the City of Revere, therefore it
5 is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
6 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 hereinafter called the commission, in order to facilitate the
3 development of a site for recreational purposes and residential
4 development by private enterprise in the area known as Revere
5 Beach in the City of Revere, is hereby authorized to undertake the
6 activities defined herein. The commission is hereby authorized
7 and directed to expend a sum not to exceed 5 million dollars, in
8 addition to any other appropriations which may have heretofore
9 or may hereafter be made, to carry out the purposes of this act.

1 SECTION 2. The commission is hereby authorized to acquire
2 by purchase or otherwise, on such terms and conditions and in
3 such manner as it may deem proper, or by the exercise of the
4 power of eminent domain, all land, public and private, and all

v 9 5 rights in land, including all buildings and trees and growing
6 things thereon, in the City of Revere within the area hereinafter
7 referred to as the Revere Beach Site and generally described as
8 follows:
9 Beginning at the southwesterly corner of the intersection of the

10 rights-of-way of Revere Street and Revere Beach Boulevard;
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ethence running southwesterly and southerly along the westerly
right-of-way line of Revere Beach Boulevard, crossing Shawmut
Street Extension, Chester Street, Beaver Street, Bath Street,
Beach Street, Shirley Avenue, and West Street, a distance of five
thousand three hundred thirty-nine feet, more or less, to the point
of intersection with the southwesterly corner of the intersection of
the rights-of-way of West Street and Revere Beach Boulevard;
thence turning and running westerly along the southerly right-of- Jv
way line of West Street, a distance of seventy-five feet, more or*
less, to the point of intersection with the easterly right-of-way line
of Ocean Avenue; thence continuing westerly across Ocean
Avenue, a distance of seventy-five feet, more or less, to a point on
the westerly right-of-way line of Ocean Avenue; thence turning
and running northerly along said westerly right-of-way line of
Ocean Avenue, a distance of three hundred and seventy-two feet,
more or less, to the point of convergence of said westerly right-of-
way line of Ocean Avenue with the easterly right-of-way line of
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (M.8.T.A.);
thence continuing northerly along said westerly right-of-way line
of Ocean Avenue and said easterly right-of-way line of the
M.8.T.A., a distance of five hundred twenty feet, more or less, to
the point of divergence of said right-of-way lines; thence
continuing northerly and northeasterly along said easterly
right-of-way line of the M.8.T.A., crossing Shirley Avenue and
Beach Street, a distance of four thousand seven hundred thirty-
seven feet more or less, to the point of intersection with the
southerly right-of-way line of Revere Street; thence turning and
running easterly and southeasterly along a curve to the right, a
distance of fifty feet, more or less, to the point of intersection with
the westerly right-of-way line of Revere Beach Boulevard, which
is the point of beginning.

The Commission shall pay to the City of Revere an amount
equal to the appraised value ol any land of said city acquired by j[,
the commission pursuant to the provisions of this act. Such
appraised value shall be determined by an independent appraisal
made by one or more qualified, disinterested appraisers engaged
by the commission. If the commission obtains more than one
such appraisal and it such appraisals are not the same, the
amount so to be paid shall be the average of such appraisals.
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All public lands and rights and interests in land of the
commonwealth which are located within the Revere Beach Site
are hereby transferred to the control of the commission.
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13

The commission is further authorized to acquire, in the manner
hereinbefore provided, easements in, or the benefit ofrestrictions
upon, property abutting said Site to preserve and protect the
interests of the commonwealth in said Site.
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* 1 SECTION 3. The commission is hereby authorized to hold
any property, real or personal, or any interest therein, previously
owned by it or acquired under the provisions of section 2 of this
act, and to sell, exchange, transfer, lease or assign the same, or
any part thereof, if it deems it to be necessary or reasonably
required to carry out the purposes of this chapter; provided, that
no such sale, exchange, transfer, lease or assignment of real
property shall take place until the Revere Beach Design Review
Board has approved preliminary design plans for the Revere
Beach Site described in Section 2 of this act, as hereinafter
provided.
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There shall be established for purposes of this act a Revere
Beach Design Review Baord, hereinafter called the board,
comprised of the secretary of communities and development or
his designee, acting as chairman of the board; the commissioner
of the metropolitan district commission or his designee; the
director of the office of state planning or his designee; one
member designated by the mayor of the city of Revere; one
member designated by the Revere Beach Citizens Advisory
Board; one registered architect designated by the Massachusetts
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects; and one member
designated by the executive committee of the metropolitan area
planning commission.
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Any private person or entity proposing to construct residential,

recreational, or other facilities within the Revere Beach Site shall
submit to said board for review preliminary site development
plans showing the location and outlines of proposed buildings;
illustrative details of building facades; the density of proposed
uses; the proposed locations, general dimensions and materials
for streets, drives, parking areas, walks, and paved areas;
proposed landscaping improvements and open areas within the

24
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32 site; and indicating generally the relationship of the site plan to
the surrounding neighborhood. The hoard shall determine within
60 days of the submission of the design plans w hether or not the
proposed design is suited to the characteristics of the Revere
Beach Site and is adequately integrated with the surrounding
area. If the board so finds in the affirmative, it shall within 60
days of submission transmit in writing its approval of the design
plans to the commission. If the board finds in the negative, it shalL
within 60 days of submission transmit in writing its disapprove
of the design plans together with a report stating its reasons for
disapproval. A design plan which has not been approved by the
board may be again submitted to it with such modifications as are
necessary to meet its objections. Failure of the board to act within
60 days as herein provided shall be tantamount to approval of the
plan as submitted.
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SECTION 4. The commission is hereby authorized to accept
any federal or other funds, public or private, which may be or
become available for the purposes of this act, and to accede to
such conditions and obligations as may be imposed as a
prerequisite to the availability of such funds, insofar as the same
are consistent with law and the purposes of this act. Such funds
may be expended in addition to those made available by this act.
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SECTION 5. The state treasurer may borrow from time to
time on the credit of tghe commonwealth such sums of money as
may be necessary for the purpose of meeting payments as
authorized by section one, and may issue and renew' from time to
time notes of the commonwealth therefore, bearing interest
payable at such times and at such rates as shall be fixed by the
state treasurer. Such notes shall be issued and may be renewed
one or more times for such terms, not exceeding one year, as the
governor may recommend to the general court in accordance wit’J
Section 3 ot Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution
of the Commonwealth, but the final maturities of such notes,
whether original or renewal, shall nto be later than June thirtieth,
two thousand and one. Notwithstanding any provisions of this
act, such notes shall be general obligations of the commonwealth.
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1 SECTION 6. To meet the expenditure necessary in carrying
2 out the provisions of section one or to refinance notes issued as
3 provided in section 5, the state treasurer shall, upon request of the
4 governor, issue and sell at public or private sale bonds of the
5 commonwealth, registered or with interest coupons attached, as
6 he may deem best, to an amount to be specified by the governor
7 from time to time, but not exceeding, in theaggregate, the sum of
8 10 million dollars. All bonds issued by the commonewalth, as

9 aforesaid shall be designated on their face Revere Beach Site
10 Improvements Loan, Act of 1976, and shall be on the serial
11 payment plan for such maximum term, not exceeding twenty
12 years, as the governor may recommend to the general court
13 pursuant to Section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the
14 Constitution of the Commonwealth, the maturities thereof to be
15 so arranged that the amounts payable in the several years of the
16 period of amortization other than the final year shall be as nearly
17 equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable to
18 make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semiannually at such
19 rate as the state treasurer, with the approval of the governor, shall
20 fix. The initial maturities of such bonds shall be payable not later
21 than one year from the date of issue thereof and the entire issue
22 not later than June thirtieth, two thousand.
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