
SENATE No. 288

Commonnieoltl) of iitassacl)Uöctte.

Senate, April 12, 1904.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred 
the message from the governor transmitting a copy of the 
report of the Board of Police for the city of Boston (Pub. 
Doc. No. 49), and recommending certain legislation therein 
suggested, reports the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

j a s . h . McK i n l e y .
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'(femmonrocaitl) oi ittassadjuseite.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Four.

AN ACT
Relative to the Listing and Registration o f Voters 

in the City o f Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Whoever in Boston aids or abets
2 a person in knowingly or wilfully making a false
3 affidavit, taking a false oath or signing a false
4 certificate, relative to the qualifications of any
5 person for being listed as a resident thereof or
6 given a certificate o f such residence by the board
7 o f police, shall be punished by imprisonment for
8 not more than one year.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Chapter two hundred and seventy-
2 nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and three is hereby amended by striking out
4 section one, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following: —
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6 Section 1. In Boston the board of police
7 shall, within the first seven week days o f May in
8 each year, by itself or its officers, visit every
9 building in said city, and after diligent inquiry

10 make true lists, arranged by streets, wards and
11 voting precincts, and containing, as nearly as the
12 board can ascertain, the name, age, occupation 
18 and residence on the first day o f May in the cur-
14 rent year, and the residence on the first day of
15 May in the preceding year, o f every male person,
16 twenty years of age or upwards, residing in said
17 city. Said board shall designate in such lists all
18 buildings used as residences by such male persons,
19 in their order on the street where they are located,
20 by giving the number or other definite description
21 of every such building so that it can be readily
22 identified, and shall place opposite the number or
23 other description o f every such building the name,
24 age and occupation o f every such male person
25 residing therein on the first day o f May in the
26 current year, and his residence on the first day of
27 May in the preceding year. The board shall also
28 inquire at the residences o f the women voters
29 whose names are contained in the list transmitted
30 to them by the election commissioners under sec-
31 tion eight of this act whether such women voters
32 are resident thereat, and shall thereupon make
33 true lists o f the women voters found by them.
34 The board shall place in such lists opposite the
35 name o f every such male person or woman voter,
36 the name o f the inmate, owner or occupant o f the
37 building, or the name and residence o f any other
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38 person, who gives the information relating to
39 such male person or woman voter. Where such
40 information is* given by one person relating to
41 more than one such male person or woman voter
42 residing in one building, ditto marts may be used
43 in such lists under the name of the person giving
44 the information, after his name has been once
45 placed opposite the name of such male person or
46 woman voter first written down as residing in
47 such building.
48 The board shall, upon the personal application
49 o f a person listed either upon the original or sup-
50 plementary lists for the correction of any error in
51 their lists, or whenever informed of any such
52 error, make due investigation, and upon proof
53 thereof correct the same on their original or sup-
54 plementary lists, and shall immediately notify the
55 election commissioners of such correction, who
56 shall correct their copies of said lists accordingly
57 and proceed to revise and correct the registers
58 under the provisions of section fifty-one of chap-
59 ter eleven of the Revised Laws. The board shall
60 cause all applications and affidavits received by
61 them under this section to be preserved for two
62 years.

1 S e c t i o n  3 . Said chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-nine is hereby further amended by strik-
3 ing out section two, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following: —
5 Section 2. The board of police shall, on or be-
6 fore the eighteenth day of May in each year, trans-
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7 mit to the election commissioners certified copies
8 of those parts of the lists prepared as provided in
9 section one, containing the name, age, occupation

10 and residence on the first day of May in the cur-
11 rent year, and the residence on the first day o f
12 May in the preceding year, o f every male person,
13 twenty years o f age or upwards, residing in said
14 city, and shall promptly transmit to the election
15 commissioners notice of every addition to and
16 correction in the lists made by them. The board
17 shall furnish all information in its possession
18 necessary to aid the election commissioners in the
19 performance o f their duties.

1 Section 4. Said chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-nine is hereby further amended by strik-
3 ing out section three and inserting in place thereof
4 the following: —
5 Section 3. The board o f police shall, on or
6 before the first day o f July in each year, prepare
7 printed copies of the lists prepared for the use o f
8 the election commissioners. The board shall print
9 such lists in pamphlet form by precincts, deliver

10 to the election commissioners as many copies
11 thereof as they may require, and hold the remain-
12 ing copies for public distribution.

1 S e c t i o n  5. Said chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-nine is hereby further amended by strik-
3 ing out section four, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following: —
5 Section 4. I f  a male person, twenty years o f
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6 age or upwards, resident in Boston on the first day
7 o f May, was not listed by the board of police, he
8 shall, in order to establish his right to be listed,
9 appear before a member o f the board of police,

10 the superintendent, a deputy superintendent or an
11 inspector o f police, who are hereby authorized to
12 administer oaths for this purpose, and present 
18 under oath a statement in writing that he was on
14 said day a resident o f said city, giving his name,
15 age, occupation and residence on the first day of
16 May in the current year, and his residence on the
17 first day o f May in the preceding year.
18 A  male person, twenty years of age or upwards,
19 who becomes a resident of said city after the first
20 day o f May, and desires to be listed, shall appear
21 before a member o f the board of police, the super-
22 intendent, a deputy superintendent or an inspector
23 of police, who are hereby authorized to administer
24 oaths for this purpose, and present under oath a
25 statement in writing that he became a resident of
26 said city at least six months immediately preced-
27 ing the election at which he claims the right to
28 vote, giving his name, age, occupation and resi-
29 dence on the above date, and his residence on the 
80 first day o f May in the preceding year.
31 I f  the board o f police, after investigation, is
32 satisfied that such statements are true, it shall
33 give such applicant a certificate that he was a
34 resident o f said city on said first day of May, or a
35 certificate that he became a resident at least six
36 months immediately preceding such election, as
37 the case may be, which certificate shall state his
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38 name, age, occupation and residence on the first
39 day o f May in the current year or on the above
40 date, as the case may be, and his residence on the
41 first day of May in the preceding year; but no
42 such application shall be received later than the
43 first day o f September, and no such person shall
44 be listed or be given such certificate later than
45 the tenth day o f September.
46 In every place where oaths are administered as
47 required by this act the board of police shall post
48 in a conspicuous place a copy of section three
49 hundred and eighty-nine of chapter eleven o f the
50 Revised Laws, as amended by this act, printed on
51 white paper with black ink, in type not less than
52 one quarter of an inch wide.

1 Section 6. Said chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-nine is hereby further amended by strik-
3 ing out section five and inserting in place thereof
4 the following: —
5 Section 5. The board of police shall enter the
6 date o f application, the name, age, occupation and
7 residence on the first day o f May in the current
8 year and the residence on the first day o f May in
9 the preceding year, o f every such applicant, as

10 above provided, together with the result o f its
11 investigation of his application, in a book pro-
12 vided for that purpose, which shall be open for
13 public inspection. Said board shall cause to be
14 printed, in some newspaper published in Boston,
15 the name and residence o f every such applicant.
16 The names and residences o f such applicants
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17 shall be printed by wards and precincts within
18 two days after the number o f names o f such appli-
19 cants, not printed, reaches fifty; and on the day
20 when such number is reached, the names to be
21 printed within such two days shall include the
22 names of all such applicants up to the close of
23 business for this purpose in the office o f the board
24 of police on such day.

1 Section 7. Section seven o f said chapter two
2 hundred and seventy-nine is hereby repealed.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


