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E xecutive Department, Boston, May 23, 1904. 

The Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives:

I return herewith with my objections thereto in writ
ing an act entitled “ An Act to Authorize the City of 
Boston to Improve Morton Street and to Expend a Cer
tain Sum of Money therefor.”

This act authorizes the City of Boston to improve Mor
ton Street at an expense not exceeding $300,000, to be 
incurred outside the city’s legal debt limit.

The fact that this bill is to take effect only when 
accepted by the City Council of Boston does not in my 
mind in any way justify it. It is the General Court that 
has established the limit of indebtedness for cities and 
the General Gourt should be the last, and not the first 
to suggest to a city government that this limit may 
be exceeded for any purpose. In this case the city has 
neither asked the right to exceed it, nor indicated to the 
legislature that it deems the proposed improvement a 
necessary or desirable one.

I f  the City of Boston is to be allowed to borrow $300,000 
beyond the amount of its debt limit in addition to its 
present heavy indebtedness, then it should be allowed to 
expend that $300,000 in the manner and for the purposes 
that the local authorities, with a due regard to all the 
needs of the city, may determine to be most necessary. 
This bill does not give the city any option as to how the
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money shall be expended if it is borrowed. There may 
be a hundred streets in Boston where the necessity of 
improvement is more urgent than in the case o f Morton 
Street, and yet the city under this act would be powerless 
to expend the money for such other streets.,

The improvement designed to be effected by this bill 
may be a most commendable one. I f  such, the city au
thorities should provide for it with the means which they 
now have at their disposal.

All the reasons that compelled me to withhold my ap
proval from the act entitled “  An Act to Authorize the 
City of Boston to Improve Centre Street,” recently re
turned to your Honorable bodies, compel me to also with
hold my approval from this proposed legislation. I beg to 
refer to the reasons stated at greater length in my mes
sage accompanying the return of the said Centre Street 
bill. This bill like that is special legislation. It dis
regards the general law limiting the indebtedness of cities, 
affects a matter purely local in its character which should 
be left entirely to the consideration of the local authori
ties, not only allows, but encourages the City Council to 
increase the city’s burden of debt, and all this without 
any request from the City Council, or from the Mayor.

JOHN L. BATES.


