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ADDRESS.

Gentlemen o f the Senate
and the House o f  Representatives.

I  congratulate the people o f the Commonwealth 
upon the improvement in business conditions, and 
in the general welfare, manifest within a few 
months past. It seems to be clear that the worst 
is over, even if the best has not yet been fully 
restored.

The many trials and the hard conditions pre
vailing during the greater part o f the past year 
have been borne with a courage, endurance and 
patience worthy o f the best traditions o f the 
Commonwealth. Above all, even in the darkest 
hour o f tribulation, a fervent and changeless 
loyalty to the Commonwealth and to the country, 
a deep and abiding confidence in the principle and 
framework of our free government, were almost 
universally manifested. The appeals o f dema
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gogues, the efforts o f designing agitators eager 
to sow discontent, were met by the people in a 
spirit of cold incredulity or good-natured con
tempt. Such a manifestation on the part o f  the 
people strengthens and increases our confidence 
in popular government.

T H E  B A L L O T .

The preservation o f the purity o f  the ballot is 
o f the greatest importance. A  crime against the 
ballot is a crime against the majesty o f the Com
monwealth, —  against the sovereignty o f  the 
people.

The laws now upon the statute book can be 
still further improved by the correction o f  defects 
made evident by practical experience, notably in 
the provisions relating to caucuses, and also in the 
direction o f simplicity and convenience to the 
highest degree compatible with the security o f  
the individual citizen’s rights and the rights o f  the 
minority.

The right o f a minority party or o f an individ
ual to a place upon the official ballot should be 
limited only by sound and liberal practical consid-
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erations and by an intelligent and j udicious econ
omy.

Ho honest man, no honest party, would desire 
success at the polls by means o f ß  statutory or 
technical device which prevented a fair and full 
expression o f the will o f the whole people.

1895.] SENATE — No. 1.

T A X A T IO N .

The subject o f taxation, generally one of pro
found interest to every citizen, is just now claim
ing the public attention with even more than 
ordinary urgency. It is alleged that many in
equalities and defects are to be found in the 
system o f taxation as it now exists in this Com
monwealth. To tax and to please is a consum
mation never yet vouchsafed to men; yet to 
establish a system o f taxation in which shall be 
represented the maximum o f justice and equality 
with the minimum of partiality and oppression is 
a .legitimate and rational object o f legislative 
ambition; and I trust that the matter may receive 
at your hands the just consideration which its 
importance demands.

The State tax for 1894 was $2,000,000. "With
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every incentive to economy furnished by the 
hard times and the business depression, large 
expenditures were demanded by the necessity of 
supporting or assisting the increased number o f  
the poor and unemployed.

E D U C A T IO N , E T C .

During the year education and charity have 
experienced the fostering care o f the Legislature. 
The recommendation in the message o f last year 
for more normal schools was met by an act mak
ing a liberal and even generous provision in this 
regard, — an act being passed providing for four 
normal schools. The teaching o f the teacher, 
in the opinion o f the Legislature, was an impor
tant factor in any great scheme o f education. But 
I  do not believe that the Board o f Education ever 
desired to be charged with the duty of building 
these or any other normal schools. The Board 
consider that their proper work is the manage
ment o f the schools when built; and they con
sider it much more important to furnish the 
existing normal schools with adequate provision 
than to build new schools without such provision. 
Again, the salaries of teachers in these schools
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are below the level established in many of the 
cities and towns o f the Commonwealth. The 
laboratories in these schools should be suitably 
equipped; the libraries must be kept up to a high 
standard; and if new structures are to be built, let 
the appropriations be sufficient for a few rather 
than insufficient for many buildings. A  wise 
liberality is often the wisest economy.

The most important feature o f the educational 
work for the past year has been the laying o f 
additional foundations for securing the adequate 
preparation o f teachers for their work.

The law requiring towns that do not maintain 
high schools to pay the tuition o f their properly 
qualified children in the high schools o f other 
towns that will receive them has been strength
ened, so that free high-school tuition has been 
made the legal and easily enforced right o f every 
properly qualified child in the Commonwealth.

The educational museum, o f which the Massa
chusetts educational exhibit at the Columbian 
Exposition is to be the basis, has been assigned 
rooms in the State House extension, and will be 
ready for teachers and the public in a few months.

The four new normal schools authorized by the

1895.] SENATE — No. 1.
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last Legislature will greatly increase the facilities 
for the professional training of teachers. Sites 
have been selected for them all; arrangements 
have been made with the towns where they are 
located for suitable model and practice schools, 
and the work o f erecting the buildings will soon 
be entered upon.

A  plan for the State examination and certifica
tion o f teachers, as required by an act o f the 
last Legislature, has been adopted by the Board 
o f Education. Although this plan is permissive, 
it is expected to contribute much towards improv
ing the preparation o f teachers and bringing the 
work o f the teacher nearer in practice to what it is 
in theory, —  a true profession.

The school fund has been increased during the 
year by  $100,000, and now amounts to $3,775,- 
548.14.

Secretary Hill o f the Board o f Education 
says: “  I f  the State should make further de
mands upon the smaller towns for the improve
ment o f  their schools through the employment 
o f better-qualified teachers, at increased expense, 
it may well accompany these demands with 
corresponding aid.”
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Upon the whole, it seems clear that the interests 
o f education will not be neglected or mismanaged 
in this Commonwealth.

IN S T IT U T IO N S .

The institutions o f the Commonwealth are 
generally in a satisfactory condition. The Hos
pital for the Insane at Westborough and the 
Hospital for Dipsomaniacs at Foxborough are 
perhaps exceptions. But improvement is already 
apparent at Westborough; and it must be remem
bered that the institution at Foxborough was 
avowedly and distinctly undertaken as an experi
ment, and that sufficient time has not elapsed for 
the fair trial o f that experiment; moreover, much 
o f the. complaint against the institution arises 
from the widespread misunderstanding of its 
character, partaking o f the nature o f a prison to 
some extent as well as o f a hospital.

T E M P E R A N C E .

I  believe that any reflecting mind will be satis
fied that the cause o f temperance, together with 
other attributes o f  good government, has been 
advancing recently all along the line, in city and
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town, in methods and results, and, above all, in 
public opinion. Energetic action under existing 
laws may produce quite as satisfactory gains as 
feverish efforts to secure new legislation.

The license vote in 1894 in this Commonwealth 
was as follows: 55 towns voted Yes, 265 towns 
voted N o; 3 towns were tied, viz., Monterey 
Mount Washington, Georgetown; 19 cities voted 
Yes, 11 cities voted N o; 19 towns changed No 
to Yes, 20 towns changed Yes to No, 284 
towns unchanged; 3 cities changed N o to Yes, 
viz., Pittsfield, Lynn, Salem; 2 cities changed 
Yes to No, viz., Haverhill and Medford.

It will be observed that public sentiment in 
Monterey, Mount Washington and Georgetown 
is evenly divided; but that there has been a well- 
sustained advance in temperance sentiment there 
can be no doubt.

CO M M ISSIO N S, B O A R D S , E T C .

I may say generally that the administrative 
boards and commissions have been active, in
dustrious and faithful. I  am confirmed in the 
opinion previously expressed that the office o f
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Commissioner o f Foreign Mortgage Corporations 
should be abolished, and the work o f that office 
placed under the control of. the Commissioner 
o f Corporations. Unity in the principle o f 
administration, simplicity o f system, are to be 
preferred to the loose, slovenly method of 
creating an executive board or office which 
seems to be an unconnected and unrelated part 
o f the body politic. Upon the same principle, 
the trustees o f the State Primary and Reform 
Schools should have more i f  not complete con
trol o f the children in the several institutions 
managed by them, subject, o f course, to the 
general supervision o f the Board o f Lunacy and 
Charity. The Board o f Health, besides its
regular functions, has been engaged in working 
out important projects calculated to produce 
great benefit to the public, notably the Charles 
River dam, about which, however, a diversity 
o f opinion exists, and the obtaining from the 
Nashua River an abundant water supply for a 
large portion o f the State. The Harbor and 
Land Commission is prosecuting with vigor the 
filling in o f the flats owned by the Common
wealth on or near the water front in Boston, and

1895.] SENATE — No. if
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may soon be called upon to further develop and 
improve the capacity and convenience o f the 
harbor. The Metropolitan Park System, com
prising the reservations o f the Middlesex Pells, 
Blue Hills, Stony Brook and Beaver Brook, 
about 6,070 acres in all, is progressing as rapidly 
as is compatible with wise and economical man
agement.

One million dollars was originally appropriated, 
$900,000 for the purchase o f  lands, $100,000 for 
labor and other expenses, which sums have now 
been nearly expended. A  further sum o f $500,000 
was appropriated for boulevards, which has not 
yet been expended. The commissioners have 
intimated that the task o f constructing these 
boulevards outside the reservation should be 
committed to some other department, and the 
suggestion merits your careful consideration.

H IG H W A Y  CO M M ISSIO N.

The work o f the Highway Commission is 
important, and I commend the report o f the 
commission to your most diligent examination. 
The people have responded quickly and cor
dially to the suggestion that good roads mean
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business, comfort, convenience and economy. 
One hundred and six petitions for highways 
under the law o f 1894 and previous enactments 
have been presented, covering five hundred miles 
o f road. W ork has been commenced on fifty 
miles o f road in thirty different cities and 
towns. The hearings given by the Board in 
every county have been largely attended. A  
great expenditure may seem to be required, 
the cost o f construction running from $2,500 
to $10,000 a mile, but your wisdom must de
termine the appropriations necessary and proper 
for this great and beneficent work. I merely 
suggest that the more ponderous and expen
sive machinery o f road-making, as steam-rollers, 
stone-crushers, etc., be owned by the Common
wealth, and let to the towns on reasonable 
terms as occasion requires.

C A T T L E  CO M M ISSIO N  A N D  TU B E R C U L O SIS.

The vast importance o f the work now under
taken under the law o f 1894 by the Cattle Com
mission cannot be over-rated. A  great crisis 
confronts us. It is not confined to the Common

1895.] SENATE — No. 1.
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wealth, —  it is a problem which demands solution 
from the civilized world.

Vigorous yet well-directed action is necessary. 
The health of the community must be protected. 
Where the interests o f property claim our atten
tion as opposed to the interests o f persons, the 
interests o f persons must be our first care. Yet 
both interests must be secured and promoted as 
far as possible by wise and conservative measures.

Somewhat extravagant ideas are prevalent as 
to the extent and method o f the work done.

The whole number o f animals examined since 
the law of 1894 went into effect tip to Dec. 15, 
1894, is 5,392; of these, 810 were condemned and 
killed as tuberculous. The compensation on the 
basis o f half the value for those killed amounted 
to $15,280.45. The commissioners find that on the 
island o f Nantucket less than 1 (.97) per cent, o f 
the cattle were tuberculous out of 618 animals ex
amined, and their judgment is that of all the cattle 
in the Commonwealth not more than 10 per cent, 
are thus affected. The alarming spread o f tuber
culosis is confined in a large measure to the last 
ten years. The vigorous and systematic measures 
now adopted are similar to those employed when
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pleuro-pneumonia invaded Massachusetts. Canada, 
New York, the other New England States, Penn
sylvania, Ohio, New Jersey and Nebraska, and 
several other States are proceeding upon similar 
lines to those followed here, with some differences 
in methods o f quarantine and in the matter o f 
compensation. In such legislation as may be 
enacted, I  know that your wisest care and best 
judgment will be exercised, and that no backward 
step will be taken.

S T A T E  P R ISO N .

The condition of the State Prison is greatly 
improved, —  in discipline, morale, health, and in 
financial results accruing from prison industries. 
The new wing for refractory prisoners is almost 
completed. The industries, expenditures and 
general management are believed to be now 
regulated by sound business judgment and by 
humanitarian principles. A  careful examination 
of the financial statement o f the warden will 
show during the present year a net saving of 
more than $30,000.

The health bulletin is not only satisfactory, 
hut instructive and encouraging. There are at

1895.] SENATE — No. 1.
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this time (Dec. 28, 1894) two men sick in the 
hospital with consumption, in all probability 
contracted before they entered the prison. One 
inmate broke his arm on the 27th inst. (D e
cember). The remaining cases, less than ten, 
are those of men slightly indisposed. During 
the last three years there were cases admitted 
to the hospital for minor complaints as follows:
1892, 94 cases, total number of inmates, 649;
1893, 102 cases, total number of inmates, 669;
1894, 109 cases, total number o f inmates, 667. 
In 1892, the deaths numbered 2; in 1893 (one 
a suicide), 3; in 1894, 4. In the year 1894 
the causes o f death were cancer of stomach, 
tuberculosis, pistol-shot wound and chronic ne
phritis. These statistics would seem to prove 
that, so far as bodily health is concerned, the 
management and discipline of the prison is favor
able to health and life. The expediency o f  ex
tending the policy o f indeterminate sentences to 
other classes of convicts is worthy your careful 
consideration.
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R A P ID  T R A N S IT  IN  B O ST O N .

The Legislature last year passed an act which 
provided for the creation o f a commission en
titled the Boston Transit Commission, to be 
composed o f two members, appointed by the 
Governor with the advice and consent o f the 
Council, and the three members o f the previ
ously created Subway Commission. This act, 
having been accepted by the city of Boston at 
a special election held for that purpose, took 
effect in July last, and the two members o f 
the commission to be appointed by the Gov
ernor were forthwith named and approved.

The Boston Transit Commission is required to 
build a new bridge to Charlestown, at such cost 
as may be found expedient, and is authorized 
to construct a subway or subways within certain 
defined limits, the central feature being a sub
way under the Tremont Street mall o f the 
Common, and thence to Scollay Square, and 
beyond to an exit or exits at some point north
erly thereof. In building such subways, the 
commission is empowered to expend the sum
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o f $7,000,000, which sum the city of Boston is 
to raise by a special loan.

The commission is prosecuting' the prepara
tory work with diligence and discretion. Of 
this I  have satisfied myself by a personal 
examination.

The Legislature o f 1893 authorized thè con
struction o f a subway, subject to the approval 
o f  the city council o f the city o f Boston, which 
approval was given in December o f the same 
year. The Legislature of last year supple
mented the action o f the Legislature o f  1893 
by enlarging the commission and extending and 
defining its powers. The citizens o f Boston, at 
a special election called for the purpose, ap
proved of the act. The work o f the commis
sion is already well begun. I  therefore trust 
that the Legislature will take no action calcu
lated to hinder or impede the consummation o f 
this important improvement, and that, on the 
other hand, it will give consideration to such 
perfecting amendments o f the act as in the 
development and execution o f the work may 
be deemed desirable by the commission, in order
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to enable it to secure the best results in the 
most economical manner.

On the 27th day o f December last, the commis
sion took by right of eminent domain, as one of 
the termini o f the snbway, the property of the 
Boston and Maine Railroad, between Haymarket 
Square and Causeway Street in Boston, and have 
substantially agreed with the corporation that the 
compensation to be paid for the premises shall be 
$750,000. There are 124,000 square feet in the 
lot, of which 76,000 square feet are owned in fee 
by the corporation, with a perpetual easement in 
the 48,000 square feet remaining.

The Boston Elevated Railway Company furnishes 
the following statement, in answer to my inquiry 
as to the progress made in its undertaking: 
“  Plans o f  routes have been made and application 
for approval o f the same will be made to the board 
of aldermen as soon as arrangements are com
pleted, after the first of January. The deposits 
required to be made depend upon the approval by 
the board o f aldermen, and will be made pursuant 
to the act, after the board of aldermen have passed 
upon thelocation.

1895.] SENATE — No. 1.
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“  The first route to be constructed runs from 
Sullivan Square, Charlestown, to Franklin Park, 
and passes through the congested district upon a 
line as near as may be to Washington Street on 
the east. The problem o f land damages through 
the congested district is one which has always 
embarrassed those who have undertaken this 
work; but the estimates made by leading experts 
in such matters in this country show that they 
will not be so large as to offer insurmountable 
obstacles to construction, as has been claimed.”

S A V IN G S  B A N K S .

During the year ending Oct. 31, 1894, 1,O il,649 
deposits, amounting to $74,916,570.01, were made 
in the one hundred and eighty-five savings banks 
o f this Commonwealth; $15,770,963.89 in divi
dends were placed to the credit o f  depositors; 
during the same period there were 968,577 with
drawals, amounting to $74,124,697.33; leaving 
the aggregate amount at the credit o f  depositors 
on that day of $416,778,017.53, represented by 
1,247,090 accounts, an average o f $334.20 to each 
account. The total assets of the banks amount 
to $442,391,264.81.
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As compared with the previous year, these 
figures show a decrease o f 56,761 in number o f 
deposits made; a decrease o f $780,901.02 in 
amount of deposits made; an increase o f 15,521 
in number o f withdrawals made; a decrease o f 
$10,278,377.96 in amount of withdrawals made; 
an increase o f  $115,398.08 in dividends; an in
crease o f $16,782,447.72 in the aggregate of 
deposits; an increase o f $17,811,930.43 in total 
assets; an increase of $4.85 in the .average to 
each account.

The condition o f our savings banks, after so 
long a period o f  depression and trial as that 
through which we have been passing, is encour
aging:.O O

C O -O P E R A T IV E  B A N K S .

Amount of dues capital, Oct. 81,1894, about . . $15,644,542 69

Amount of dues capital, Oct. 31, 1893, . . . 14,516,478 48

Gain during the year, about . . . .  $1,128,000 00

“  Dues capital m represents the actual savings 
of the members paid by them into the banks, the 
profits to which they are entitled being kept in a 
separate account, called “  profits capital,” and not 
added to the principal o f the deposits, as is done
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in savings banks; each shareholder, however, 
receives his proportion o f the profits when he 
withdraws from the bank.

The total assets of the hanks Oct. 81,1894, were about $18,585,000 00 
The total assets of the banks Oct. 81,1893, were about 17,085,000 00

Gain for the year, a b o u t ........................................ $1,500,000 00

The importance and benefit o f these co-operative 
banks to the people of the Commonwealth cannot 
be overlooked by intelligent legislators.

In addition to the increase o f deposits in the 
savings banks, the co-operative banks, which are 
quasi institutions for savings, show an increase o f 
dues paid in, which, though not as large as for the 
previous year, is nevertheless gratifying in view 
o f the continued depression in business; the dues 
capital o f the 117 banks being on October 31 last 
about $1,128,000 more than at the same date in 
1893; the total assets o f the banks being some 
$1,500,000 larger than the previous year.

T H E  M IL IT IA .

It is simple justice to say that the militia was 
never in better condition than at present. The 
parade in October last o f the whole force gave 
such full opportunity for public examination that
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extended comment seems superfluous. The work 
o f the staif has been well done as regards the 
inspector’s department; the Surgeon General with 
his admirable ambulance system; the rifle practice; 
and the zeal and devotion o f  officers and men so 
ably controlled and directed by the Adjutant Gen
eral and the commanding officers, —  deserve warm 
commendation. It will be difficult for disturbers 
and agitators to arouse anything but the most fra
ternal feeling between the militia and the people, 
because the militia is created by the people, o f the 
people and for the people. In the language o f the 
Constitution (Chap. Ill, Art. "VIL), the Governor 
is given power, “  for the special defence and safety 
of the Commonwealth, to assemble in martial 
array and put in warlike posture the inhabitants 
thereof.”  And the militia o f the Commonwealth 
represents simply the “ inhabitants thereof”  ar
rayed to protect the majesty o f the Common
wealth and the rights and the peace o f the people.

1ST G E N E R A L .

Facts and statistics of great interest and im
portance will result from the elaborate investi
gations made by the “  Greater Boston ” Com

1895.] SENATE — No. 1.
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mission, as it is popularly called, and also from 
those made by the Board o f Inquiry into the 
Condition o f the Unemployed.

The Board o f Police for the city o f Boston 
has been proceeding with commendable vigor in 
the difficult task o f suppressing illegal liquor sell
ing, houses of bad repute, lotteries and gambling 
in all its forms. The morale of the police force 
has been improved, and the labors o f the Board 
have been rewarded by excellent results. The 
chairman o f the Board recommends that the laws 
relating to the Assayer o f Liquors be amended so 
as to give ampler powers to that official ; and he 
further suggests that the police force, not only o f 
Boston but o f other places, be instructed in mili
tary drill as to the use o f firearms, and that stacks 
o f arms be kept in police stations ready for emer
gency, thus rendering the calling out o f  the 
militia in many cases unnecessary.

The commendable work o f the Police Commis
sion o f Fall River seems to justify the action o f  
the Legislature in creating the commission; and 
good results have come from the transference o f  
the control o f liquor licenses from the mayor and
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aldermen of cities to license boards throughout 
the Commonwealth.

The Gas Commission continues to perform with 
judgment and diligence the responsible duties 
imposed upon it and which have been recently 
greatly increased.

The Tire Marshal is performing his duty with 
vigor and judgment.

The Board o f Agriculture was never more 
active than now, or more successful in arousing 
public interest in scientific and practical farming. 
The Agricultural College is flourishing, and its 
graduates have obtained a strong hold upon the 
confidence o f the public.

The good offices of the Board o f Arbitration 
and Conciliation have been sought or given on 
many occasions, and have contributed not a little 
to the amicable settlement o f questions between 
employer and employed.

In connection with the subject o f labor, I  may 
say that your attention will doubtless be called to 
the expediency o f amending the act passed last 
year relating to the “  particulars ” to be furnished 
to operatives in textile industries. The act is said

1895.] SENATE — No. 1.
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to be ambiguous in some o f its provisions. While 
the just claims o f the operatives will, I doubt not, 
receive from you the attention they merit, yet, in 
view o f the keen competition which our manu
facturers are now compelled to meet from sections 
o f  the country more favored by nature in manu
facturing conditions, care must be taken that the 
obstacles and drawbacks now existing here should 
not he increased or magnified by harassing legis
lation. It is a most encouraging* fact that even 
under the severe strain which the recent distress 
brought upon employer and employee alike, such 
amicable relations were in most instances main
tained, and such intelligent and just regard was 
given by each to the rights and interests o f the 
other.

The interests o f the civil service, of insurance 
and fish and game have been ably cared for.

The Nautical Training School has been put 
in excellent condition. Extravagance has been 
checked, many defects have been remedied, and 
many improvements made.

The labors o f the Military and Naval His
torian are progressing rapidly and satisfactorily.
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You may be required, however, to make further 
provision to ensure the completion o f the work.

The Governor and Council have been author
ized to supervise the continued publication o f 
the Province Laws, and have entered upon that 
duty, which it may be hoped will be brought 
to a close with all reasonable promptness and 
economy.

The Boards o f Registration in Pharmacy, 
Medicine and Dentistry, are rendering good 
service to the Commonwealth, registration under 
the new law in medicine numbering 3,017.

The Bureau o f Labor Statistics is pursuing 
its thorough and valuable labors under the di
rection o f its able chief, Mr. Wadlin, and is 
already well advanced in the preliminary work 
on the Census of 1895.

The noble building in which you are assembled 
attests the intelligent labors o f the Commission 
on State House Extension.

There are upwards o f three hundred epileptics 
in Massachusetts, scattered about in the vari
ous State institutions. The public safety as well 
as the promptings of intelligent humanity suggest

1895.] SENATE— No. 1.
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that a separate hospital should be provided for 
these unfortunates, where they can have the ad
vantage o f proper and special treatment.

I f  in your judgment the office of Superintend
ent o f Prison Industries is to be continued, that 
official should be placed under the supervision 
o f the Prison Commission. Under a temporary 
arrangement, the secretary o f the commission is 
at present performing the duties o f both offices for 
one salary, and you may decide, after due consid
eration, to make this arrangement permanent.

It will be well to consider whether more 
stringent legislation is not needed to check the 
brutality o f the prize fight and the sparring 
bout.

I  hold to the views expressed in the message o f 
last year as to the extension o f municipal suffrage 
to women.

I think, too, that the time is ripe for a thorough 
and decisive consideration o f the great question 
o f inaugurating biennial elections in this Com
monwealth.

Thus I have endeavored briefly and rapidly to 
enumerate most o f the various agencies by which 
the executive functions o f the Commonwealth
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are performed, and to suggest some necessary 
and beneficial changes. It is o f the greatest 
importance that the Governor and Council 
should keep a close watch over all these agen
cies, and I can testify most emphatically to the 
diligent, faithful and intelligent service of the 
Executive Council in this direction, and, speak
ing generally, a commendable zeal and activity 
seems to be manifested in all departments.

A  number o f recommendations were made in 
the message o f the Governor last year, and several 
o f them have been adopted. The qualifications 
o f voters as to reading and writing to be deter
mined by a uniform test was one o f these, and the 
result appears to be satisfactory.

The registration o f practitioners in medicine 
was another, which has also been attended by 
excellent results.

Another judge was recommended for the 
municipal court of Boston, — a recommendation 
adopted and acted on to the great relief o f the 
business o f the court and the general benefit o f 
the public.

The establishment o f April the nineteenth as 
a legal holiday under the name o f Patriot’s
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Day appeared to touch a responsive chord in 
the heart o f the people, as was evidenced by 
the first celebration of the day in Concord and 
Lexington last year.

A  larger life would seem to be opening 
before this active, intelligent and aspiring Com
monwealth. It will be your duty to protect 
and foster her every interest, material, moral 
and intellectual, so far as they come within the 
province o f legislation. The facilities offered for 
business and commerce, for the public health 
and comfort, in river or harbor, in city or 
town, are to be developed and improved in every 
wise and judicious way.

Charity, gracious but inexorable, demands from 
you the magnanimous response which Massachu
setts has never failed to give. Education lays 
its imperial tax upon the treasury with an au
tocratic power readily acknowledged and obeyed 
by the intelligence and conscience o f  the people. 
Justice insists that her temples shall be kept 
pure; that the ermine o f our judiciary shall con
tinue to be spotless ; that the profession o f the 
law shall be the practice of exalted principles de
veloped by the wisdom o f ages ; and that juries
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shall be “  good and true men,” fit to decide 
honestly and wisely the rights of intelligent 
freemen.

Comprehensive legislation —  not multiplicity o f 
legislation —  is to be sought; the principle mul- 
tum non multa may well he followed in your 
law-making labors. Special legislation is to be 
discouraged on all accounts.

You meet for the first time in this noble 
and classic hall, and may the great memories 
and associations which cluster around the ven
erable building which you have left be only the 
forerunners o f the patriotic labors and achieve
ments to be done and performed here by you 
and your successors, and which shall consecrate 
and endear this grand structure to the hearts 
o f the people to the latest generation.

May the true voice of the people always be 
heard in these halls ; may the people inspire their 
representatives, and may their representatives 
in turn inspire the people ; may this building, 
as long as one stone rests upon another, be the 
temple o f constitutional liberty ; here let the 
tongue o f the demagogue cleave to the roof 
of his mouth, let the right hand o f the anar
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chist forget its cunning; let these walls echo 
only with the loftiest hopes and the grandest 
purposes of freemen ; may here forever be 
found the clear and incorruptible source o f  the 
wise, just and equal legislation o f an intelli
gent, liberal-minded, high-souled people, ever 
true to the purpose o f the fathers, directing all 
their eiforts “ to the end that this may be a 
government o f laws and not o f men.”o


