
SENATE No. 29 .

Commonroealtl) of iflaooacijusctts.

E xecutive D epartment, Boston, Jan. 25, 1895. 

To the Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives.

I trausmifc to you herewith, for your information and 
use, the accompanying report o f the Board o f Commis
sioners for the Promotion o f Uniformity o f Legislation 
in the United States, appointed under the Acts o f 1891, 
chapter 405.

FREDERIC T. GREENHALGE.

To His Excellency Frederic T. Greenhalge, Governor o f the 
Commonwealth, and to the Executive Council.

The Board of Commissioners for the Promotion o f 
Uniformity o f Legislation in the United States, appointed 
under the Acts o f 1891, chapter 405, respectfully 
report : —

That since their last report, made in December, 1893, 
the chief work done by your commissioners has been in 
the direction o f extending the movement for national uni
formity o f law to States which have not hitherto taken 
part. Twenty-three States are now actually represented 
by commissioners, as against eight shown in the first re
port o f your commissioners. And besides these States 
now represented, the States o f Ohio, Kentucky, Oregon, 
Missouri, Washington and Nevada have through their 
governors or other officers signified their intention of 
creating similar boards ; so that, as there is a general
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movement among the remaining States for similar legisla
tion, it may confidently be expected that during the cur
rent year substantially all the States o f the Union will be 
represented by similar commissioners.

Pending the legislation by all the States, your commis- 
sioners, in conjunction with the boards o f other States, 
have deemed it wise not to proceed too rapidly in the 
direction o f drafting bills for uniform law.

Since our first report two national conferences have 
been held : one at Milwaukee, W is., in August, 1893 ; and 
one at Saratoga, N. Y ., in August, 1894. There has 
also been a bill introduced into the National House of 
Representatives by Mr. McCall o f Massachusetts for the 
creation o f a national board o f similar commissioners to 
co-operate with the boards o f the several States.

A t the conference at Milwaukee several committees 
were appointed, to whom the following subjects were 
assigned to investigate and report, namely : —

Committee on W ills.— Messrs. Browne, Spring, Pattee, 
Woodward and Sullivan.

Committee on Marriage and D ivorce.— Messrs. Richberg, 
Bennett, Snyder, Parker and Cutcheon.

Committee on Commercial Law. — Messrs. Beelrman, ex 
officio, Brewster, Stimson, Green, Meldrim, Monaghan and 
Bennett.

Committee on Descent and Distribution.— Messrs. Brewster, 
Jones, Chapman, Corbet and Buckalew.

Committee on Deeds and Other Conveyances. —  Messrs. 
Jones, Smith, Thomson, Newton and Hill.

Committee on Certificates o f  Depositions and Forms o f 
Notarial Certificates.— Messrs. Leeper, Smith, Spring, John
son and Green.

Committee on Uniformity o f State' Action in appointing 
Presidential Electors. — Messrs. Buckalew, Browne, Cutcheon, 
Crouse and Chapman.

Committee on Weights and Measures. —  Messrs. Stimson and 
Meldrim.

Executive Finance Committee.— Messrs. Beekman, Snyder, 
Bennett, Brewster and Buckalew.

Finance Committee. —  The chairman of the respective State 
commissions constitute a finance committee for the conference.
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W e append hereto a copy o f the statutes and resolu
tions adopted by the conference, as since amended and 
re-adopted at the conference this year at Saratoga.

In many o f the States measures will be taken at the 
coming sessions o f legislators for the enactment o f the 
statutes recommended by the conference. New York has 
already adopted the recommendation o f the conference 
abolishing the days o f grace upon commercial paper.

Respectfully submitted,

EDMUND H. BENNETT, 
FREDERIC J. STIMSON, 
LEON ARD A . JONES,

Commissioners.
Boston, Jan. 15,1895.

[Copy.]

It was resolved that the title of all bills recite that such bill 
is “ an act to establish a law uniform with the laws o f other 
States,”  as far as may be practicable.

A Uniform Law for the Acknowledgment and Execution 
of Deeds.

An A ct relating to  Acknow ledgm ents o f  W ritten Instrum ents.
(Enacting Clause.)

Section 1. Either the forms of acknowledgment now in use in 
this State, or the following, may be used in the case of conveyances 
or other written instruments, whenever such acknowledgment is 
required or authorized by law for any purpose:—

(Begin in all cases by a caption specifying the State and 
place where the acknowledgment is taken.)

1. In the case of natural persons acting in their own right: —
On this day of 18 , before me
personally appeared A B (or A B and C D ), to me known to be the 
person (or persons) described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and acknowledged that he (or they) executed the same 
as his (or their) free act and deed.

2. In the case of natural persons acting by attorney: —
On this day of 18 , before me personally appeared

A B, to me known to be the person who executed the foregoing in
strument in behalf of C D, and acknowledged that he executed the 
same as the free act and deed of said C 1).
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3. In the case of corporations or joint-stock associations : —
On this day of 18 , before me appeared A B, to

me personally known, who, being by me duly sworn (or affirmed), 
did say that he is the president (or other officer or agent of the cor
poration or association) of (describing the corporation or associa
tion), and that the seal affixed to said instrument is the corporate 
seal of said corporation (or association), and that said instrument 
was signed and sealed in behalf of said corporation (or association) 
by authority of its board of directors (or trustees), and said A B 
acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of said 
corporation (or association).

(In case the corporation or association has no corporate seal, 
omit the words “  the seal affixed to said instrument is the cor
porate seal of said corporation (or association), and that,” and 
add, at the end of the affidavit clause, the words “  and that 
said corporation (or association) has no corporate seal.” )

(In all cases add signature and title of the officer taking the 
acknowledgment. )

Section 2. The acknowledgment of a married woman when 
required by law may be taken in the same form as if she were sole, 
and without any examination separate and apart from her husband.

Section 3. The proof or acknowledgment of any deed or other 
written instrument required to be proved or acknowledged in order 
to enable the same to be recorded or read in evidence, when made by 
any person without this State and within any other State, Territory or 
District o f the United States, may be made before any officer of such 
State, Territory or District authorized by the laws thereof to take the 
proof and acknowledgment of deeds, and, when so taken and certified 
as herein provided, shall be entitled to be recorded in this State, and 
may be read in evidence in the same manner and with like effect as 
proofs and acknowledgments taken before any of the officers now 
authorized by law to take such proofs and acknowledgments, and 
whose authority so to do is not intended to be hereby affected.

Section 4. To entitle any conveyance or written instrument, 
acknowledged or proved under the preceding section, to be read in 
evidence or recorded in this State, there shall be subjoined or attached 
to the certificate of proof or acknowledgment, signed by such officer, 
a certificate of the secretary of State of the State or Territory in 
which such officer resides, under the seal of such State or Territory, 
or a certificate of the clerk of a court of record of such State, Terri
tory or District in the county in which said officer resides or in which 
he took such proof or acknowledgment, under the seal of such court, 
stating that such officer was, at the time of taking such proof or 
acknowledgment, duly authorized to take acknowledgments and 
proofs of deeds of lands in said State, Territory or District, and that 
said secretary of State, or clerk of court, is well acquainted with the
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handwriting of such officer, and that he verily believes that the sig
nature affixed to such certificate of proof or acknowledgment is 
genuine.

Section 5. The following form of authentication of the proof or 
acknowledgment of a deed or other written instrument when taken 
without this State and within any other State, Territory or District 
of the United States, or any form substantially in compliance with 
the foregoing provisions of this act, may be used.

(Begin with a caption specifying the State, Territory or Dis
trict, and county or place where the authentication is made.)

I, clerk of the in and for said county, which
court is a court of record, having a seal (or, I, , the Secre
tary of State of such State or Territory), do hereby certify that 

by and before whom the foregoing acknowledgment (or 
proof) was taken, was, at the time of taking the same, a notary 
public (or other officer) residing (or authorized to act) in said 
county, and was duly authorized by the laws of said State (Territory 
or District) to take and certify acknowledgments or proofs of deeds 
of land in said State (Territory or District), and further that I  am 
well acquainted with the handwriting of said , and that I
verily believe the signature to said certificate of acknowledgment (or 
proof) is genuine.

in testimony whereof, I have .hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
seal of the said court (or State) this day of 18

Section 6. The proof or acknowledgment o f any deed or other 
instrument required to be proved or acknowledged in order to entitle 
the same to be recorded or read in evidence, when made by any 
person without the United States, may be made before any officer 
now authorized thereto by the laws of this State, or before any 
minister, consul, vice-consul, chargé d’affaires, or consular agent of 
the United States resident in any foreign country or port, and when 
certified by him under his seal of office it shall be entitled to be 
recorded in any county of this State, and may be read in evidence in 
any court in this State in the same manner and with like effect as if 
duly proved or acknowledged within this State.

A Uniform Law relative to Sealing of Deeds, etc.
An A ct relating to  the Sealing o f  Deeds and Other W ritten 

Instrum ents.
(Enacting Clause.)

Section 1. In addition to the mode in which such instruments 
may now be executed in this State, hereafter all deeds and other in
struments in writing executed by any person or by any private cor
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poration, not haying a corporate seal, and now required to be under 
seal, shall be deemed in all respects to be sealed instruments, and 
shall be received in evidence as such, provided the word “  Seal ”  or 
the letters “ L. S.” are added in the place where the seal should be 
affixed.

Section 2. A seal of a court, public officer or corporation may 
be impressed directly upon the instrument or writing to be sealed, 
or upon wafer, wax or other adhesive substance affixed thereto, or 
upon paper or other similar substance affixed thereto by mucilage or 
other adhesive substance. An instrument or writing duly executed 
in the corporate name of a corporation, which shall not have adopted 
a corporate seal, by the proper officers of the corporation under any 
seal, shall be deemed to have been executed under the corporate 
seal.

The following resolutions were adopted on the subject of 
Marriage and Divorce :—

Marriage.
Resolved, That it be recommended to the State Legislatures that 

legislation be adopted requiring some ceremony or formality, or 
written evidence, signed by the parties, and attested by one or more 
witnesses, in all marriages; provided, however, that in all States 
where the so-called common law marriage, or marriage without 
ceremony, is now recognized as valid, no such marriage, hereafter 
contracted, shall be valid unless evidenced by a writing, signed in 
duplicate by the parties, and attested by at least two witnesses.

Resolved, That we recommend to the several Legislatures further 
to provide that it shall be the duty of the magistrate or clergyman 
solemnizing the marriage to file and record the certificate of such 
marriage in the appropriate public office.

Resolved, That in cases of common law marriages, so called, 
evidenced in writing, as above provided, it shall be the duty of the 
parties to such marriage to file or cause to be filed such written 
evidence of their marriage, in an appropriate public office, within 
ninety days after such marriage shall have taken place, and that a 
failure so to do shall be a misdemeanor.

Resolved, That.it be further recommended to the Legislatures that 
in case the certificate last mentioned be not filed as aforesaid, or if no 
subsequent ratification by both parties, evidenced as aforesaid by 
like writing, be filed, then neither party shall have any right or 
interest in the property of the other.

Resolved, That we recommend to all the States that stringent pro
vision be made for the immediate record of all marriages, whether 
solemnized by a clergyman or magistrate, or otherwise entered into, 
and that said provisions be made sufficiently stringent to secure such 
record and the full identification of the parties.

Resolved, That the age of consent to marriage should be raised to 
eighteen in the male and sixteen in the female.
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Divorce.
Resolved, That it is the sense of this conference that no judgment 

or decree of divorce should be granted unless the defendant be 
domiciled within the State in which the action is brought, or shall 
have been domiciled therein at the time the cause of action arose, or 
unless the defendant shall have been personally served with process 
within said State, or shall have voluntarily appeared in such action 
or proceeding.

Resolved, That where a marriage is dissolved both parties to the 
action shall be at liberty to marry again.

It was also resolved that the Legislatures of the States be recom
mended to pass laws in conformity with the foregoing resolutions.

A Uniform Law relative to the Execution of Wills.
An A ct relating to  the Execution  o f  W ills.

(Enacting Clause.')
First. A last will and testament, executed without this State in 

the mode prescribed by the law, either of the place where executed 
or of the testator’s domicile, shall be deemed to be legally executed, 
and shall be of the same force and effect as if executed in the mode 
prescribed by the laws of this State; provided said last will and 
testament is in writing and subscribed by the testator.

A Uniform Law relative to the Probate of Foreign Wills.
An A ct relative to  the Probate in this State o f  Foreign W ills.

(.Enacting Clause.)
First. That any will duly admitted to probate without this State, 

and in the place of the testator’s domicile, may be duly admitted to 
probate and recorded in this State by duly filing an exemplified copy 
of said will and of the record admitting the same to probate; and 
such will shall then have the same force and effect as if originally 
proved and allowed in this State.

A Uniform Law relative to Days of Grace and Present
ment o f Bills and Notes.

An A ct as to  P rom issory Notes, Checks, Drafts and Bills o f
Exchange.

(Enacting Clause.)
First. That all promissory notes, checks, drafts and bills of ex

change shall hereafter be due and payable as therein provided, with
out days of grace being allowed.
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Second. That all promissory notes, checks, drafts or bills of ex
change that shall fall due on Sunday or any other legal holiday shall 
be payable and presentable for payment on the secular or business 
day next succeeding such Sunday or holiday.

A Uniform Standard of Weights and Measures.
1. The avoirdupois pound to bear to the troy pound the relation 

of 7,000 to 5,760. The hundredweight to contain 100 of avoirdupois 
pounds, and the ton 20 hundredweight.

2. The barrel to contain 31| gallons, and the hogshead 2 barrels.
3. The dry gallon to contain 282 cubic inches; the liquid gallon 

231 cubic inches.
4. The bushel in heap measure to contain 2150.42 cubic inches.
5. A barrel of flour measured by weight shall contain 196 pounds; 

a barrel of potatoes, 172 pounds.
6. The bushel of wheat to contain 60 pounds.

The bushel of Indian corn, or of rye, 56 pounds.
The bushel of barley, 48 pounds.
The hushel of oats, 32 pounds.
The bushel of corn meal, 50 pounds.
The bushel of rye meal, 50 pounds.
The bushel of peas, 60 pounds.
The bushel of potatoes, 60 pounds.
The bushel of apples, 48 pounds.
The bushel of carrots, 50 pounds.
The bushel of onions, 57 pounds.
The bushel of clover seed, 60 pounds.
The bushel of herds grass, or timothy seed, 45 pounds.
The bushel of bran and shorts, 20 pounds.
The bushel of flaxseed, 55 pounds.
The bushel of coarse salt, 70 pounds.
The bushel of fine salt, 50 pounds.
The bushel of lime, 70 pounds.
The bushel of sweet potatoes, 54 pounds.
The bushel of beans, 60 pounds.
The bushel of dried apples, 25 pounds.
The bushel of dried peaches, 33 pounds.
The bushel of rough rice, 45 pounds.
The bushel of upland cotton seed, 30 pounds.
The bushel of Sea Island cotton seed, 44 pounds.
The bushel of buckwheat 48 pounds.


