
HOUSE No. 270.

House of Representatives, March 23, 1892.

The committee on Towns, to whom was referred the
petition of Edward H. Keith and others for the annexation
of a part of the town of West Bridgewater to the city of
Brockton, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

HENRY J. JENNISON.

Commomucaltl) of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-two,

AN ACT
To annex a portion of the town of West Bridge-

water to the city of Brockton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. In case of the acceptance of this
2 act by the city of Brockton, as hereinafter pro-
-3 vided, so much of the town of West Bridgewater
4 in the county of Plymouth, as lies between the
5 present boundary line between said town and the
6 city of Brockton in said county and the following
7 line, to wit: Beginning at a stone post standing
8 at the intersection of the present line between the
9 city of Brockton and the town of West Bridge-

10 water with the south line of Oak street; thence at
11 a right angle southerly from said town line two
12 hundred and eighty-nine rods; thence easterly in
18 a line parallel to said town line to the town of
14 East Bridgewater, with all the inhabitants and
15 estates therein, is hereby set off from the town of
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16 West Bridgewater and annexed to and made part
17 of the said city of Brockton. The portion
18 thereof lying west of Main street shall constitute
19 a part of the third ward thereof, and the portion
20 lying east ofMain street shall constitute a part of
21 the fourth ward thereof until a new division of
22 the wards of said city is made.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants and estates within
2 the territory above described and the owners of
3 said estates shall be holden to pay all the taxes
4 which have been heretofore legally assessed upon
5 them by the town of West Bridgewater, and all
6 taxes heretofore assessed and not collected shall
7 be collected and paid to the treasurer of the
8 town of West Bridgewater in the same manner as
9 if this act had not been passed. And until the next

10 state valuation, the city of Brockton shall annu-

li ally, on or before the first day of November, also
12 pay to the town of West Bridgewater the propor-
-13 tion of any state or county tax which the said
14 town of West Bridgewater may be required to
15 pay upon the inhabitants or estates hereby set off,
16 said proportion to be ascertained and determined
17 by the last valuation next preceding the passage
18 of this act; and the assessors of West Bridge-
-19 water shall make returns of said valuation and of
20 the proportion thereof in the town of West
21 Bridgewater and in the city of Brockton respect-
-22 ively to the secretary of the Commonwealth and
23 to the county commisdoners of the county of

24 Plymouth.
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1 Sect. 3. If any person or persons who have
2 heretofore gained a settlement in said town by
3 reason of residence in said territory set off as

4 aforesaid, or by having been proprietors of any
5 part thereof, or who may derive such settlement
G from any such residence or proprietorship,
7 shall come to want and stand in need of relief,
8 aid, and support as paupers they shall be relieved
9 and supported by said city in the same manner as

10 they would have been by said town, had they
11 gained a legal settlement therein.

1 Sect. 4. Until a new apportionment of repre-
2 sentatives shall be made, the inhabitants of the
3 territory described in the first section of this act
4 shall, for the purpose of electing state and county
5 officers, members of the executive council, sena-
6 tors and representatives to the General Court,
7 electors of President and Vice-President of the
8 United States and representatives to Congress,
9 remain and continue to be a part of the town of

10 West Bridgewater, and the inhabitants, resident
11 therein, qualified to vote, shall be entitled to vote
12 for said officers, and shall be eligible to the office
13 of representatives in the town of West Bridge-
-14 water, and shall vote at the places or place at
15 which the inhabitants of West Bridgewater vote.
16 The mayor and aldermen of the city of Brock-
-17 ton shall annually make a true list of all persons
18 resident in said territory qualified to vote at every
19 such election and post the same in said territory
20 according to law.
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21 They shall also deliver one such list, corrected
22 as required by law, to the selectmen of W^est
23 Bridgewater, before the time of meeting of elec-
-24 tion to be used thereat.

1 Sect. 5. "Within one year from the passage
2 of this act, the city of Brockton shall pay to the
3 town of "West Bridgewater such proportion of

4 the net debt of the town of "West Bridgewater as
5 the value of the territory annexed to the city of
6 Brockton, under the provisions of this act, shall
7 bear to the whole valuation of the town of West
8 Bridgewater, according to the last annual asses-
-9 sors valution previous to the passage of this act.

10 The city of Brockton shall own all the cor-
-11 porate property of the town of West Bridgewater,
12 within that part of said town hereby annexed to

13 the city of Brockton.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect when

2 accepted by the city council of the city of Brock-
-3 ton at a meeting duly called for that purpose
4 within one year from the passage of this act, and
5 immediately upon the acceptance of this act by
6 said city of Brockton, the city clerk of said city
7 shall notify the secretary of the Commonwealth
8 in writing of such acceptance.








