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Mr. Moriauty of Worcester gives notice that he will move to sub-
tute this bill for the report of the committee on Mercantile Affairs,
ave to withdraw.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-two,

AN ACT
To enable Cities and Towns to purchase, sell and

distribute Fuel.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

'n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows

1 Section 1. Any city or town may, under the
2 limitations of this act, construct, purchase, lease
3 or establish and maintain within its limits one or
4 more fuel yards for the purpose of supplying the
5 municipality with coal, wood or other fuel and
<3 selling and distributing the same to such of its
7 inhabitants as may purchase the said fuel. Such
8 fuel yards may include suitable lands, structures,
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9 easements, water privileges, horses, carts, scales
10 and other apparatus and appliances necessary for
11 the storage, sale and distribution of coal, wood
12 and other articles of fuel.

1 Sect. 2. No city shall exercise the authority
2 conferred in section one until a vote that it is ex-
-13 pedicnt to exercise such authority shall have
4 passed each branch of its city council by a two-
-5 thirds vote and received the approval of the
6 mayor, and thereafter have been ratified by a
7 majority of the voters present and voting thereon
8 at an annual municipal election. When such a
9 vote has failed to secure such ratification, no simi-

10 lar vote shall be submitted for ratification until
11 after the expiration of five years thereafter.

1 Sect. 3. No town shall exercise the authority
2 conferred in section one until after a vote that it
3 is expedient to exercise such authority shall have
4 been passed by a vote of not less than two thirds
5 of the voters present and voting at each of two
6 legal town-meetings duly called for the purpose,
7 of which meetings the second shall be held at an

8 interval of not less than two nor more than thir-
-9 teen months after the first. At such meetings

10 such vote shall be taken by written or printed bal-
-11 lot and by the use of the check-list. When such
12 a vote has failed of passage as hereinbefore pro-
-13 vided at the second of said meetings, no similar
14 vote shall be passed until after the expiration of
15 two years thereafter.
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1 Sect. 4. Any city or town establishing or pur-
-2 chasing a fuel yard within its limits as provided in
3 this act, or reconstructing, extending or enlarging
4 the same, as provided in section five, may pay for
5 the same by the issue of bonds, payable in a term
6 not exceeding thirty years and bearing interest at
7 a rate not exceeding five per cent., which shall
8 not be disposed of for less than par and accrued
9 interest,and the indebtedness thereby created shall

10 not be included in the limit of indebtedness of such
11 city or town provided by law; but such bonds
12 shall not be issued until a vote authorizing the
13 same has been passed by the vote required by sec-
-14 tion seven of chapter twenty-nine of the Public
15 Statutes, and the whole amount of bonds so issued
16 by a city or town, and outstanding, shall not ex-
-17 ceed at their par value the amount of five per
18 cent, of the total valuation of estates therein in the
19 case of a town, or two and one half per cent, of
20 such valuation in the case of a city according to
21 the last preceding state valuation. The interest
22 on such bonds and a sinking fund to meet the
23 same at maturity shall be provided for as required
24 by section nine of said chapter twenty-nine. No
25 indebtedness shall be incurred by any city or
26 town in connection with such fuel yard except as
27 aforesaid, and excepting further that money may
28 be borrowed under the provisions of section six of
29 said chapter twenty-nine as amended, to pay the
30 operating expenses thereof. All receipts from the
31 sale of fuel shall be paid over to the treasurer of
32 such city or town. The gross expenses of run-



[Apr.’92.4 MUNICIPAL FUEL'YARDS.

33 ning and conducting such business of purchasing,
34 selling, storing and distributing fuel including
35 interest on such bonds and requirements of the
36 sinking fund as aforesaid, shall be included in the
37 appropriations made annually or from time to time
38 by such city or town, and shall be paid out of the
39 treasury thereof.

1 Sect. 5. Any city or town owning a municipal
2 fuel yard may reconstruct, extend or enlarge the
3 same, but no such reconstruction, extension or

4 enlargement, beyond the necessary and ordinary
5 maintenance, repair and replacement thereof, ex-

-6 cept such increased apparatus and appliances for
7 the sale and distribution of fuel as may be neces-

-8 sary to furnish the same to new takers, shall be
9 undertaken or made except by the vote provided

10 by section four in the case of the issue of bonds.

1 Sect. 6. When any city or town owns a

2 municipal fuel yard, the city council of said city
3 and the selectmen of the said town, may make
4 such rules and regulations, not inconsistent with
5 the provisions of this act, as may be deemed nec-
-6 essary for an honest, safe and economic manage-
-7 ment of the business.


