
HOUSE No. 539.

House of Repeesentatives, May 19, 1892.

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Senate Bill in relation to witnesses at hearings on questions
concerning nominations of State officers, and fixing the
compensation to the ballot law commissioners, report that it
ought to pass in a new draft herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

WILLIAM P. BUCKLEY.

CommontDcciltl) of iltassadjusctts.



9 [May,BALLOT LAW COMMISSION.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninctv-twc

AN ACT
To amend Section Five of Chapter Four Hundred

and Thirty-Six of the Acts of the Year Eighteen
Hundred and Ninety relating to the Ballot Law
Commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. Section five of chapter four hun-
-2 dred and thirty-six of the acts of the year eighteen
3 hundred and ninety is hereby amended so as to
4 read as follows:
5 Sect. 5. Objections and other questions arising
6 in accordance with the provisions of section seven
7 of said chapter four hundred and thirteen in the
8 case of nominations of state officers, shall be con-

-9 sidered by a board to be called the ballot law
10 commission, consisting of the secretary of the
11 Commonwealth, the attorney-general and three
12 other persons, who shall be appointed by the
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13 governor, with the advice and consent of the

14 council, in the month of June or July of each
15 year, from different political parties, and shall hold
16 office for terms of one year beginning with the
17 first day of August; and any vacancy occurring
18 in their number shall be filled by appointment in
19 the same manner for the remainder of the unex-

-20 pired term. The members so appointed shall be
21 paid such compensation for their services, not
22 exceeding three hundred dollars each per year, as

28 the governor and council may determine. The
24 board shall have authority to summon and admin-
-25 ister oaths to witnesses, which summons may be
26 signed or oath administered by any member of
27 the board, and to require the production of books
28 and papers at the hearing before them of any
29 matter within their jurisdiction; and such wit-
-30 nesses shall be summoned in the same manner, be
31 paid the same fees, and be subject to the same
32 penalties for default as witnesses before the
33 general court. The decision of a majority of the
34 board shall be final.

1 Sect. 2. The amount to be expended under
2 this act shall not exceed fifteen hundred dollars in
3 any one year.

1 Sect, 3. This act shall take effect upon it
2 passage.




