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he committee to whom was referred the order to in-
vestigate immediately the reports that have been so prev-

w days of bribery or attempted
the Legislature, to induce them to

refer the so-called Endowment Bill to the next General
Court, which committee shall have authority to admin-

rsons and papers, and to employi

report in print; also that the sameit

wers respecting the Cape Cod
Maritime Canal Bill; and be it further ordered, that the

nmittee have full powers to investigate any other
r allegations relating to the legislation

y may deem advisable; and that said
ucted to report not later than Wednes

folio
notified and advertised,

re from any
d to the committee as witnesses were sum-

and testdv

the great practical
f actual bribery,

Inch by its nature
the guilty parties only, and they would

truthfully, because their confession would sub
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ject them to the heavy penalties which have properly been
igrading and fatal to the State.cm

Two members of the House testified that they had
heard rumors that money was being offered to affect legis-
lation “and that if anything of this was going on they
would like the evidence to bring it to justice ;

” that they
suspected one Horace K. Osborne, whom they had fre-
quently seen about the lobby, of offering money to influence
legislation ; that, in pursuance of this end of securing evi-
dence, they led said Osborne to think that they were open
to pecuniary influence, and they were each promised by
him one hundred dollars to vote for the Cape Cod Mari-

Canal Company Bill, and fifty dollars to vote against
the bill to wind up the endowment orders

After the appointment of this committee, but before any
hearing could be held, these witnesses made a criminal

O

complaint before a magistrate in Boston against said
Osborne based upon the same statements made to the com-
mittee, and a warrant was issued, and Osborne has been
thereon arrested and the case is now pending in the
criminal court. The said Osborne was summoned as a
witness by the committee and appeared, and was
invited to testify and answer the charges made against him
and to offer any evidence, but by his counsel declined
to testify until the trial of the same charges in the criminal
court. No other testimony was offered to the committee
and after repeated adjournments, because of the lack of
further evidence upon any of the charges contained in the
order, the hearing was closed.

No evidence was offered upon the charge of actual
bribery of members of the Legislature. Upon the charge
of attempted bribery the testimony was uncontradicted
and explicit. The committee would recommend that the
House request the Attorney General to institute criminal
proceedings against Horace K. Osborne except for the
fact that such proceedings have already been commenced
and a criminal court has taken jurisdiction, and hence any
such action by the House has been anticipated and would
be superfluous.

By chapter 456 of the Acts of 1890, section 4, the
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General Court has power to disbar * 1 any person from
employment in the capacity of a legislative counsel or
agent, provided that such person be allowed a hearing
before a committee or otherwise upon the question of such
disbarment and that cause be shown therefor.”

This committee is of opinion that the evidence before it
was so criminating as to justify the Legislature in passing
upon the question whether Horace Iv. Osborne should be
disbarred from acting as a legislative agent or counsel,
and inasmuch as the hearing of the charges against him
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should be by a joint committee of the Senate and House
of Representatives, it recommends that a joint special
ommittee be appointed to try that question

For the Committee,

FRED’K H. GILLETT.




