
SENATE No. 138.

Senate,

The Committee on Railroads, to whom was referred so
much of the Railroad Commissioners’ Report as relates to
freight-car and steam couplers and to freight-train brakes,
report the accompanying Resolutions.

For the Committee,

EDWARD GLINES.

Commcmu)ca(tl) of illaesacljusctts.
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RESOLUTIONS

Relating to Freight-Car and Steam Couplers and to Freight-
Train Brakes.

1 Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representatives
2 in General Court assembled :

8 Whereas, Thousands of railroad employees every year
4 are killed or injured in coupling or uncoupling and in
6 handling the brakes on freight-cars used in interstate
6 traffic, and most of these accidents can be avoided by the
7 use of uniform automatic couplers and train-brakes; and
8 Whereas, The success and growth of the system of
9 heating cars by steam from the locomotive or other

10 single source largely depends on the adoption in inter-
-11 state traffic of an uniform steam coupler; and
12 Whereas, These subjects are believed to be of press-
-13 ing importance and within the proper scope of the
14 powers of the Congress of the United States, while
15 attempts on the part of the individual States to deal with
16 them have resulted, and must continue to result in con-
-17 dieting regulations,—
18 Resolved, That the Senate and House of Represeuta-
-19 tives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General
20 Court assembled, do most respectfully and earnestly
21 urge upon Congress a consideration of the foregoing

(STommomucalti) of iflassacljusctte.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-eight
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22 subjects with a view to the passage of a resolution in-
-23 structing the interstate commerce commission to con-
-24 sider what can be done to prevent the loss of life and
25 limb in coupling and uncoupling freight cars used in
26 interstate commerce, and in handling the brakes of such
27 cars, and in what way the growth of the system of heat-
-28 ing passenger cars from the locomotive, or other single
29 source, can be promoted, to the end that said com-
-30 mission may make recommendations in the premises to
31 the various railroads within its jurisdiction, aud report
32 its doings to Congress, at an early date, with such sug-
-33 gestions as to legislation on said subjects as may seem to
34 it necessary or expedient.
35 Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans-
-36 mitted to the Congress of the United States aud to each
37 of our senators aud representatives therein.




